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URGES PM NATION
INDIAN-ORIGIN MP TO GO
BACK TO CARE WORK WORLD
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Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
India on Tuesday declared a
21-day lockdown across the
country with effect from
midnight as a major enforce-
ment exercise to make peo-
ple stay at home and prevent
rapid spread of Covid-19 as
the country enters a deci-
sive stage to combat the
global pandemic.

“It is a sort of curfew and
more strict steps will be taken
than during Janata Curfew...
it is a very necessary step in
this decisive war… the coun-
try will have to pay an eco-
nomic price for it but to save
the life of every citizen is my
priority and that of the Central
and state governments,” the
PM said in his 30-minute
address to the nation, the sec-
ond in five days.

As the number of infected
continues to mount, PM Modi
said experience of countries
affected severely and those
which exercised restraint
showed that social distancing
was the only way to prevent
the spread and required 21
days to break the cycle.

continued on page 11
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Srinagar, March 24
National Conference vice-
president and former CM
Omar Abdullah was released
on Tuesday after nearly eight
months in detention as the
administration revoked his
incarceration under the Pub-
lic Safety Act.

Soon after his release from
the Hari Niwas guest house,
Omar talked to reporters and
urged the Centre to release oth-
er detainees and also restore
high-speed Internet services

in Jammu and Kashmir. 
“People are detained in

and outside the state. The
Centre should have mercy,
release them and send
them home. I also request
the Centre to end the Inter-
net restrictions,” Omar
said. He also urged people to 

continued on page 11
edit: omar’s detention ends

J&K ex-CM Omar Abdullah at his Gupkar residence in Srinagar. AMIN WAR

The Punjab Police registered 230 FIRs and arrested 111 persons for violating curfew. PHOTO:PAWAN SHARMA/BATHINDA

~15,000 cr to augment health infra: PM

Eight months on,
Omar walks free 

It’s a very different
world today to the

one that existed on August
5, 2019. Omar Abdullah, NC

1.3 bn Indians under 21-day lockdown
/thetribunechd /thetribunechd  www.tribuneindia.com wednesday, march 25,2020

❝The country will have
to pay an economic

price for it (lockdown)
but to save life of every
citizen is a priority…. 

If we don’t handle
these 21 days well, our

country can be
pushed back by 

21 years.
Narendra Modi, PRIME MINISTER

C  VID-19
PANDEMIC

Man held in M’rashtra for
2002 Bangladesh blasts
New Delhi: A 42-year-old
Bangladesh national, Mophajjal
Hussain, alias Mopha Ali Gazi,
alias Maphizul Mandal, wanted
in connection with three blasts at
a mosque in Bangladesh in 2002
has been arrested from Navi
Mumbai in Maharashtra, police
said on Tuesday. NATION

CRPF jawan kills colleague
at Srinagar’s Dal Lake camp
Srinagar: Two Central Reserve
Police Force men were killed in a
fratricide incident inside a water
wing camp of the force at the Dal
Lake, officials said. The slain men
have been identified as Consta-
bles Siju and Jala Vijay of 114 Bat-
talion. PAGE 7

Kendriya Vidyalayas to promote
all students of classes 1 to 8
New Delhi: Kendriya Vidyalayas
in the country will promote all
students of classes 1 to 8 irre-
spective of whether they
appeared for exams or not, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. Classes
and exams were suspended till
March 31 in view of Covid. PTI

IN BRIEF

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
The government today sus-
pended debit card withdraw-
al charges, waived minimum
bank balance requirement
and postponed the last date
for filing income tax and
GST returns till June 30.

Making the announcement
via video-conferencing with
her Minister of State Anurag
Thakur, Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman said
an economic resuscitation
and stimulus package would
be announced very soon.

She said regulators and her
ministry were monitoring
developments and volatility
in stock markets in the wake
of Covid-19 pandemic.

Though the Covid Econom-
ic Task Force announced by
PM Modi on March 22 was yet
to be constituted, Sitharaman

said separate sub-groups
comprising parliamentarians
with an interest in finance,
academics, industrialists and
officials were working on a
package for the economically
vulnerable and the industry.

The relaxations announced
today covered five areas:
Direct taxes, indirect taxes,
financial services, corporate
governance and fisheries.

The last date for filing
income tax returns for 2018-
19, linking of Aadhaar with

PAN and Vivad Se Vishwas
scheme has been extended
to June 30. The last date for
investments in saving instru-
ments has also been extend-
ed. The necessary circulars
and legislative amendments
are yet to be issued.

In case of indirect taxes, no
penalty will be imposed if
MSMEs delay filing GSTR-
3B due for March, April and
May 2020 by the last week of
June. Companies with a
turnover of above Rs 5 crore

will be charged 9 per cent
interest for the delay. The
payment date for the Sabka
Vishwas scheme has also
been extended to June 30.

In corporate governance,
the requirement of holding
board meetings has been
extended by 60 days and the
minimum residency norm
waived for company directors.

The government has also
raised the threshold of default
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to Rs
1 crore. “This will by and large
prevent triggering of insol-
vency proceedings against
MSMEs,” Sitharaman said.

“If the current situation
continues beyond April 30, we
may consider suspending
Sections 7, 9 and 10 of the IBC
for six months,” she said. In
fisheries, a delay of one
month in the arrival of inputs
will be condoned.

3-month relief for filing I-T, GST returns
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
The nationwide lockdown
has had the employees wor-
ried over salaries, especially
those working in the infor-
mal sector. While Punjab,
with 3.50 lakh employees,
will be transferring salaries
directly into the accounts of
its employees in April (March
salaries are always released
in April because of year-end
closing), it will also be releas-
ing the salaries of employees
in semi-government institu-
tions, including universities,
boards and corporations,
which further employ 1.50
lakh persons.

A senior functionary in
Punjab’s Finance Depart-
ment explained that treasur-
ies had to be kept open as an 
essential service. 

“The treasury officer in
each district has the pass-
word and user name of the
account and can transfer the
salary of employees,” he said
while assuring that even the
pensions would be trans-
ferred on time.

continued on page 11

Deepender Deswal
Tribune News Service

Hisar, March 24
The purpose of social dis-
tancing apparently stands
defeated in many villages of
Haryana as students went to
their educational institutions
to collect their quota of food-
grains for midday meals.

The state police swung into
action after videos of stu-
dents visiting a school at
Ghogarian village of Uchana
subdivision in Jind district
and Samain village of Fate-
habad district went viral on
the social media.

In Ghogarian village, nearly
60 girls of the government
high school visited the institu-

tion this morning to get their
foodgrain quota. Uchana
SDM Rajesh Khoth, acting on
the video, directed the educa-
tion officials to probe the mat-
ter. The police also rushed to
the spot after getting alerted
by the administration.

The SHO of Uchana police
station, Devender Singh,

said when the police reached
the school, a few teachers
and the sarpanch were in the
school but there were no stu-
dents. “We are taking the
statement of the teachers
and parents and will take
action as per the preliminary
inquiry,” he said.

Anuj Singh, a teacher,

claimed that the school
authorities did not call the
students and the staff were
making arrangement to dis-
tribute the ration to the chil-
dren at their homes.

However, a video of the
Samain school too showed
children visiting the school.
A teacher was even heard
telling the students that if
anybody questioned them,
they should say that they
were not called to the school. 

Admitting that calling stu-
dents to schools for midday
meals when the state had
ordered a complete lockdown
in view of the Covid scare was
a grave irregularity, Haryana 

continued on page 11
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Chandigarh, March 24
Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh today said
strict measures have to be
taken as nearly 94,000 NRIs
have reached the state since
the spread of Covid-19.

The state government has
put 48,000 persons, including
30,000 NRIs, in a quarantine,
mainly at their houses,
besides imposing curfew in
the state to check further
spread  of the pandemic.

The case history of Covid
positive persons in the state
so far traces them to NRIs or
someone who had travelled
abroad. The government’s
medical bulletin said 29 per-
sons had tested positive for
the virus. Of these, 21 were
traced to only one NRI from
Banga in Nawanshahr, who
died within a few days of
return from abroad.

The CM said the curfew
orders were revised as people
came out in droves during
the relaxation hours thus
defeating the purpose of the
exercise. “Curfew has been

imposed for the safety of your
family, not because of any law
and order situation. We all
need to stay indoors to fight
the deadly virus,” he said.

The police arrested 111 per-
sons and lodged 232 FIRs for
violation of curfew today.

“It is imperative to trace
and test all those who had
returned from Covid-affect-
ed countries,” said the CM,
adding that of the over 94,000
NRIs and foreign-returned
persons, who had entered the
state in recent days, most
had been tracked. 

continued on page 11

94K NRIs returned to Punjab,
30,000 in isolation, says Capt

New Delhi, March 24
BJP's Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who took oath as
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister for the fourth time
yesterday, won the floor test
by a voice vote today.

No member of the Opposi-
tion Congress was present in
the House while two Bahujan
Samaj Party MLAs, a legisla-
tor of the Samajwadi Party
and two Independents sup-
ported him, as per reports.

Of the four Independent
MLAs in the Assembly, two
were absent during the
floor test. Keeping the state
and its people safe amid
Covid-19 pandemic is his
first priority, but Chouhan
will also have to ensure that
the party retains majority
when byelections are held
for the seats vacated by
rebel Congress MLAs.

To remain in majority in
the 230-member House,
Chouhan will have to win at
least 10 of 24 seats. — TNS

Kids called to schools for midday meal ration

Shivraj wins floor
test; Cong absent

Shimla, March 24
With people defying the lock-
down, the HP Government
today imposed a curfew in
the entire state till further
orders. Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur said: “Since
people are not confining
themselves to their homes,
we have been forced to
impose a curfew which will
come into force after 5 pm
today till further orders. 

“To ensure that people do
not face inconvenience, the
district administrations will
decide when relaxation is to
be given to facilitate the
purchase of essential com-
modities.”

The Chief Minister said the
ministers had been asked to
coordinate with the district
administrations. 

“Block Development Offi-
cers have been told to pur-
chase hand sanitisers and
masks for gram panchayats
for further distribution,”
the CM added. PAGE 6

‘Asterix’ co-creator Uderzo dies at 92

1959
YEAR SERIES CREATED

370m
COPIES SOLD WORLDWIDE

■ Albert Uderzo, co-creator of
comic series ‘Asterix and
Obelix’, died at Neuilly (western
Paris) on Tuesday, aged 92 

■ Uderzo was initially the illus-
trator of the French comic

series written by Rene
Goscinny, who died in 1977

■ The two are known as
‘fathers’ of the series about
a village of Gauls who stand
up to Roman occupiers

ATM WITHDRAWALS FREE
■ Fee for withdrawals from ATMs

of other banks suspended
■ Minimum bank balance

requirement waived
■ Last date for investments in

saving instruments extended
■ Date for Aadhaar-PAN linking,

Vivad Se Vishwas plan relaxedNIRMALA SITHARAMAN

People defy curbs,
HP imposes curfew

MUST TRACE, TEST THEM

It is imperative to trace
and test all those who had
returned from Covid-affected
countries. Capt Amarinder Singh, CM

❝

6 MORE +VE IN PUNJAB
With six more persons testing
positive for Covid-19 on Tuesday,
the total number of cases has
gone up to 29 in Punjab. The six
were relatives of the 70-year-old
Nawanshahr resident who died
of the disease last week. While
three of the six who tested posi-
tive are his grandchildren, the
remaining are his relatives,
including brother-in-law (50), in
Phillaur. Two of the patients had
accompanied the victim to a
doctor during a check-up. TNS

SHAHEEN BAGH VACATED
The Delhi Police on Tuesday
removed anti-CAA protesters
from Shaheen Bagh and other
places amid the Covid lockdown
in the national capital. Nine pro-
testers, including six women,
who refused to leave Shaheen
Bagh, were detained, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (South-
east) RP Meena said. NATION

EC DEFERS RS ELECTIONS
The EC on Tuesday decided to
postpone the Rajya Sabha
elections scheduled for March
26 in view of the coronavirus
outbreak. Election to fill 55
seats in the Upper House of
Parliament was to be held on
March 26, but 37 candidates
from 10 states have already
been elected without a con-
test. The decision on holding
the election for the remaining
18 seats will be taken based on
the prevailing situation. TNS

HARYANA ORDERS PROBE
■ After videos of students

going to schools in Haryana
went viral, Uchana SDM
directed the education offi-
cials to probe the matter. 

■ The police also rushed to
the spot after getting alert-
ed by the administration. 

COUNT

519
DISCHARGED 39
DEATHS 10

TOKYO OLYMPICS PUT OFF
Tokyo: The 2020 Tokyo
Olympics have been post-
poned to no later than the
summer of 2021 following
the Covid pandemic, the
International Olympic Com-
mittee said on Tuesday. The
Games were scheduled for
July 24-August 9. SPORT

US MAY PIP EUROPE
Geneva: The Covid-19 out-
break in the US has the
potential to exceed that in
Europe, the WHO said on
Tuesday as the number of
reported cases in the US
surged. WHO spokeswoman
Margaret Harris said 85 per
cent of new cases reported to
the global body overnight
came from Europe and the
US, “now the two main driv-
ers of the outbreak”. AFP

NEW VIRUS IN CHINA 
Beijing: A man in China’s
southwestern Yunnan
province has died of han-
tavirus, a disease spread by
rodents, official media report-
ed on Tuesday. The develop-
ment comes even as China
prepares to lift prolonged
lockdown over Covid-19 epi-
centre Wuhan on April 8, thus
lifting the mass quarantine
over the city with a popula-
tion of over 11 million. AFP

WHAT IS EXEMPT
■ Grocers, meat, fish, fruit, veg-

gie, fodder outlets
■ Banks, ATMs, hospitals, chemists
■ Print and electronic media
■ Power, sanitation, water, telecom
■ Petrol pump, LPG outlets

UNDER LOCKDOWN
■ Rail, road, air transportation
■ Offices, edu institutions,

parks, places of worship etc

Salary worries:
Pb, Hry say will
be paid on time
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Jalandhar, March 24
With seven more persons test-
ing positive for Covid-19
today, the total number of cas-
es has gone up to 30 in the
state. Barring one, the six per-
sons are relatives of the 70-
year-old Nawanshahr resi-
dent who died due to the virus
last week. 

Now, the tally of persons
who became infected after
coming into contact with
the Nawanshahr victim has
risen to 21. 

While three of the six who
tested positive today are
grandchildren of the
Nawanshahr man, the
remaining are his relatives,
including his brother-in-law
(50), from Phillaur. 

According to informa-
tion, the two of patients
had accompanied the
Covid victim to a doctor
during a check-up.

The Health Department
said close contacts of the
six persons had been put
under quarantine. Their
samples have been taken
and sent for testing.

With the surfacing of new
cases, there is an atmos-
phere of fear among resi-
dents of Virk village in
Phillaur sub-division. 

Virk village sarpanch Dar-
shana Kumari said some of
the locals had gone to the
house of the Nawanshahr vic-
tim's brother-in-law to offer
condolences to the family.
This had put them in a high-
risk category. Hence, nine
such persons were taken to

Jalandhar Civil Hospital for
further tests. 

The victim’s brother-in-law
also used to play cards with
his friends. This could put
them under scanner too. “We
are trying to verify it. If found
correct, then more villagers
will be tested for the disease,”
a senior police official said.

Superintendent of Police
(Investigations) Sarabjit Singh

said the friends and neigh-
bours of the latest patients
were being contacted. "We are
also checking the places where
the trio might have gone to
shop or buy grocery," he added.

As per the department,
86 suspected cases and
more than 1,200 people
have been quarantined.
Till now, only one man has
died of Covid in the state. 

The 29 cases have been
reported from five districts —
18 from Nawanshahr, five
from Mohali, three from
Jalandhar, two from Amritsar
and one from Hoshiarpur. 

Besides, the department
on Tuesday ordered to set
up five treatment-cum-iso-
lation facilities for Covid.
These facilities will offer
services free of cost.

According to an order
issued by Principal Secre-
tary Anurag Aggarwal, all
five facilities have to be
made operational immedi-
ately. These are Rajindra
Hospital in Patiala, Civil
Hospitals in Nawanshahr
and Jalandhar, Gian Sagar
Hospital in Banur, and
Advanced Cancer Centre
in Bathinda.
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2 COPS QUARANTINED
Three days ago, two cops had
accompanied patients to
Phillaur Civil Hospital. A video
emerged recently wherein it
appeared the cops had not tak-
en precautions. After the reports
came positive on Tuesday, both
policemen — an SHO and his
gunman — were quarantined.

SGPC employees offer tea and food to policemen in Amritsar on Tuesday.  PHOTO: VISHAL KUMAR

A deserted road in Amritsar on Tuesday as the police restrict movement of vehicles in view of curfew. TRIBUNE PHOTO: VISHAL KUMAR

Tribune News Service

Amritsar, March 24 
The Akal Takht has
appealed to the public not to
get swayed by rumours and
cooperate with the authori-
ties by observing the shut-
down religiously. 

Akal Takht’s Jathedar
Giani Harpreet Singh
appealed to the Sikh com-
munity to recite prayers
twice a day and do ‘ardas’
for ‘sarbat da bhala’.

“Under prevailing circum-
stances, the Sikhs all over
the globe should make opti-
mum use of  their time by
spending it with their chil-
dren and educating them on
Sikh principles, tenets and
ethics. One must spare at
least half an hour in a day to
perform prayers, be it
Sukhmani Sahib, Japji Sahib
or recitation of mool mantra
followed by ‘ardas’ for the
welfare of mankind at 10 am
and 5 pm daily,” he said. 

The Jathedar said the
world was plagued by
Covid and it was incum-
bent upon every individual
to be vigilant and take pre-

cautionary measures. 
Several social media han-

dlers are under the scanner
of cyber teams of the Amrit-
sar Police. ASI Shamsher
Singh of cyber crime cell
said despite repeated warn-
ings, fake news was being
circulated. “One of the fake
messages which was being
circulated read that a vac-
cine has been developed to
fight Covid. I warn group
administrators to refrain
from circulating messages
which have no authentic
source or else  be ready to
face action,” he said. 

Takht: Be wary of
rumour-mongers 

Karam Prakash
Tribune News Service

Patiala, March 24
Though the state appears to
have taken steps to delay the
community transmission by a
complete lockdown, the
healthcare system seems to
be not well-equipped to han-
dle the Covid outbreak.

Barring a few, a majority of
the civil hospitals in the
state lack ventilators. Not
only just civil hospitals, but
some district hospitals also
don’t have ventilators.

Currently, hospitals
attached to Government
Medical Colleges (GMC) in
Patiala, Amritsar and Farid-

kot, collectively, have
around 60 ventilators dedi-
cated to Covid patients.

According to the Health
Department website, the ter-
tiary care, which is advanced
healthcare facility, is being
provided at the hospitals
attached to GMCs only.

Though the department
claims they have already des-
ignated around 250 ventila-
tors, including those in pri-
vate hospitals,  for the
disease, the number is still
small, given the growing
spread of virus.

As per the latest depart-
ment figures, 251 persons
have been tested for Covid

while 30,000 are under home
quarantine. Experts said if all
ventilators were utilised for
Covid patients, it would be
done at the cost of other
emergency patients (cardiac,
chest, TB and head injuries).

The department said not
each Covid patient would
require a ventilator. Ventila-
tors were required only in
extreme cases, it said.

Health Minister Balbir Sid-
hu said they had already dedi-
cated around 300 ventilators in
the state. He said, “We are try-
ing to increase the number to
500 in the coming days so that
we are well-equipped with any
situation related to Covid.” 

Majority of civil hospitals
ill-equipped to tackle crisis

Tribune News Service

Amritsar, March 24 
In the wake of restrictions on
movement due to Covid
threat, the SGPC has urged
the state government to initi-
ate steps to extend help to
the pilgrims stranded at
Takht Hazur Sahib and
Takht Patna Sahib so that
they can return home safely.

Also, the SGPC has directed
all gurdwara managements to
ensure supply of adequate face
masks, sanitisers and hygiene
in the community kitchen. 

In a letter to CM Capt
Amarinder Singh, SGPC
chief Gobind Singh Longow-
al said the SGPC and its
infrastructure would be avail-
able in the need of hour. 

“I have requested the CM to

establish contact with the
Central ministry concerned
to help out  pilgrims who are
stuck up at Takht Hazur
Sahib, Nanded, and Takht
Patna Sahib, Bihar, due to
disruption of rail and air serv-
ice following the outbreak,”
he said, adding the SGPC
was geared up to help the
health authorities in combat-
ing the spread of the virus. 

SGPC to state: Help pilgrims
stranded at Nanded, Patna 

C  VID-19
PANDEMIC

With 7 new cases, state’s count 30
Nawanshahr victim infected 21 | Many of his contacts still under quarantine

GET TREATED HERE
■ Rajindra Hospital, Patiala
■ Civil Hospital, Nawanshahr
■ Civil Hospital, Jalandhar
■ Gian Sagar Hospital,
Banur
■ Advanced Cancer Centre,
Bathinda

PHILLAUR: The district admin-
istration on Tuesday started a
door-to-door survey in Virk vil-
lage after it reported three
Covid cases. Under the super-
vision of Sub-divisional Magis-
trate Vineet Kumar and
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Davinder Attri, 20 med-
ical teams went door to door

examining each and every vil-
lager. The police were identify-
ing people with whom the
three patients who have test-
ed positive had met in the
past couple of days. The
Deputy Commissioner said
the entire Virk village would
be sanitised to check the
spread of the virus. OC

DOOR-TO-DOOR SURVEY IN PHILLAUR VILLAGE

IN BRIEF

Chandigarh: Union Food Processing Industries Minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal on Tuesday assured the industry
associations that their request to allow food processing
units to remain open as well as allow employees free
access to units was being considered and guidelines
would be issued regarding this by the Ministry of Con-
sumers Affairs. Various associations had approached the
minister and detailed the need for allowing them to keep
their manufacturing units open. TNS

RELIEF FOR FOOD INDUSTRY ON CARDS

Hoshiarpur: In the wake of outbreak of Covid, the supply of
blood in blood banks has been affected. Dr Ajay Bagga, Civil
Surgeon (retd), and a social activist said no blood donation
camps were being organised and the number of regular
blood donors visiting the banks had declined. Dr Bagga said
if any donor developed flu-like symptoms after donating
blood, he should inform the blood bank immediately. OC

BLOOD BANKS TAKE A HIT

Patiala: The supply of essential commodities such as milk,
groceries and newspapers was affected on Tuesday in view of
the curfew. In Patiala, several shops opened for a brief time in
the morning, but soon the district administration got the
shops closed. Vegetable market, hawker market near the bus
stand and vending sites at Leela Bhawan Chowk, which
remain crowded, were deserted. Patiala SSP Mandeep Singh
Sidhu said the police used mild force to disperse people who
did not take the warning to stay indoors seriously. TNS

SUPPLY OF ESSENTIAL GOODS AFFECTED

Chandigarh: Radha Soami Satsang Beas and the Sant
Nirankari Mission on Tuesday proposed to CM Capt
Amarinder Singh that the government can use Satsang
Ghars and Nirankari Bhawans across the state to fight the
battle against Covid. Radha Soami Satsang Beas head
Baba Gurinder Singh and Sant Nirankari Mission chief Shri
Gobind Singh called the CM and told him that Satsang
Ghars and Nirankari Bhawans located across the state were
at the disposal of the government. TNS

DERAS OFFER PREMISES FOR PATIENTS

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
Confined to their houses with
the imposition of curfew in
the state, it is time for law-
makers to do something dif-
ferent. Often surrounded by
large gatherings, amid their
supporters and party work-
ers, the MLAs are happy pur-
suing their hobbies — be it
cooking, gardening, playing
snooker or chess, or spending
time with their pets.

Happy to be among his
family members, Faridkot
MLA Kikki Dhillon said he
visited his stud farm to see
his horses. “I am in touch
with panchayats and district
authorities over a campaign
against Covid,” he said.

Young and energetic Zira
MLA Kulbir Singh Zira tried
his hand at cooking as the offi-
cial cook had been given leave.
Gidderbaha MLA Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring played

chess and did gardening.
Gurdaspur MLA Barinder-

meet Pahra preferred to play
snooker, apart from partici-
pating in a sanitation cam-
paign in his area. 

Lockdown: MLAs take to cooking, playing chess

Chandigarh, March 24
Senior AAP leader and
Leader of Opposition Harpal
Singh Cheema has demand-
ed that amid Covid scare,  the
state government  should
immediately announce relief
schemes for labourers, daily
wage earners, vendors, small-
time workers and beneficiar-
ies of the government’s
social welfare schemes.

Cheema, in a letter to Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh, said the government
should allow a minimum of
~3,000 (advance) per month to
skilled and unskilled laborers
and other categories, includ-
ing rickshaw pullers, masons,
electricians, plumbers and
others to overcome the test-
ing times. — TNS

Announce
relief for daily
wagers: AAP

‘DEFER LOAN REPAYMENT’
The party, in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has urged him to
issue directions through
the RBI to all public and pri-
vate banks across the
country to defer loans liabil-
ity of each category at least
for the next six months (till
September 30) offering
100 per cent waiver on
interest incurred thereon.

Tribune News Service 

Chandigarh, March 24
Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Tues-
day set up Punjab CM
Covid Relief Fund as a sepa-
rate entity for donations to
fight the crisis in the state.

While appealing to the
people to donate generous-
ly to the fund, the Chief
Minister sought from the
Centre exemption for the
same on the lines of the
exemptions provided to the
CM Relief Fund.

According to a spokesper-
son of the Chief Minister’s
Office, the Covid relief fund
account would enable people
to make contributions elec-
tronically through various
payment gateways facilitat-
ing quick and easy transfer. 

All contributions may be
made to the account in the
name of “Punjab Chief Min-
ister Covid Relief Fund”;
account no: 50100333026124;
account type: savings; IFSC
code: HDFC0000213; swift
code: HDFCINBB; branch
code: 0213; branch name:
Chandigarh, Sector 17 C.

Thanking the people, the
Chief Minister said their
instant response to assist
the government and their
fellow Punjabis in his hour
of distress would go a long
way in mitigating their
hardships to a large extent. 

He appealed to all the peo-
ple to donate generously in
the fund, which would be
utilised for the welfare of
families and people in dis-
tress due to the lockdown. He
also called upon the people to
work towards helping their

Punjabi fellows in this diffi-
cult time. He said the peo-
ple’s contribution to the
fund would be a welfare step
for the poor and the under-
privileged during this critical
period of curfew/lockdown. 

‘Centre doing little’ 
Capt Amarinder has
expressed disappointment
over the announcements
made by the Union Finance
Minister, terming these
inadequate to address the
concerns of the people,
businesses and industry. 

“The announcements made
by Nirmala Sitharaman do
not fully reflect the concerns
in the prevailing situation,”
said the Chief Minister, under-
lining the need for a compre-
hensive package to build the
confidence of all sectors of the
economy and support the
underprivileged.

CM sets up relief
fund, asks Centre
for tax exemption

Tribune News Service

Ludhiana, March 24
A city-based 55-year-old
woman has tested positive for
Covid. The patient, who has
no travel history, has been
admitted to Dayanand Med-
ical College and Hospital.

Civil Surgeon Dr Rajesh
Bagga said the initial report
of the patient had turned
positive and again a test
was done for confirmation
which also tested positive.
The sample will now be
sent to the National Insti-
tute of Virology, Pune.

“Since she has no travel
history, we are looking for
her contacts to know from
where she contracted the
infection. Her family mem-
bers, including her chil-
dren, driver and maid and

all those who came in her
contact will be quaran-
tined,” said Bagga.

The patient first com-
plained of fever on March 16
and was detected with UTI
and later again came to the
hospital on March 23. She
was keeping herself in quar-
antine due to fever and none
of her family members has
any travel history, said Dr
Sandeep Sharma, DMCH.

All the family members
of the patient are being
shifted to DMCH and will
be kept in isolation. “The
family members of the
patient, including her hus-
band and son, and two ser-
vants are asymptomatic
and tests will be done on
them also,” she said.

Ludhiana
patient has no
travel history

A section of media
is educating people to
take precautionary steps
to fight Covid. However,
some media channels
have been creating
misconceptions and false
notions about the virus. 
I appeal to people to
ignore the rumours being
spread on social media.
Giani Harpreet Singh, 
AKAL TAKHT JATHEDAR

❝

LOCKDOWN NEED OF
THE HOUR: CAPT
Capt Amarinder Singh
has welcomed the 21-day
country-wide lockdown
announced by PM Naren-
dra Modi. He said, “The
lockdown is necessary to
save millions of lives from
the deadly virus. It is
imperative to break the
coronavirus cycle, but it is
equally important to sup-
port those left
with no
means to
fulfill their
daily basic
needs.”

All family members of
55-year-old woman

will be kept in isolation

Faridkot MLA Khushal Deep Dhillon spends time with his family
and pets; and (right) Gidderbaha MLA Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring tries his hand on gardening. TRIBUNE PHOTOS
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The Punjab Public Service Commission invites Online Application

Forms from eligible candidates for recruitment to 311 posts of Head

Master/Head Mistresses in the Department of School Education,

Punjab.

Note:This Advertisement is being published as per the requistion

received from the Department of School Education, Government

of Punjab vide letter No. 2020/88680/18/12020 Se/3(3)/4/dated

12.03.2020.

2.0 Reservation of Posts:

* The number of vacancies and reservation of posts is liable to

alteration without any notice.

3.0 PAY SCALE: 10300-34800+5400 Grade pay

(See details in “General Information for the Candidates” regarding

drawing the pay during the probation period.)

4.0 ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS:-

4.1 Should have passed Graduation with minimum fifty-five percent

(55%) marks from a recognized university or institution as per

University Grants Commission Guidelines:

4.2 Should have passed Degree of bachelor of Education from a

recognized university or institution except in case of presons

working  to the posts of  Vocational masters or Vocational lecturer

or Computer Masters or Computer Faculty as per University

Grants Commission Guideline: and 

4.3 Should possess teaching experience for a minimum periof of three

years against the post of a teacher in any  Government School

under the control of the Director ( Means Director of Public

Instructions, Punjab)

4.4 Punjabi of Matric or its equivalent Standard is essential.

5.0 AGE:

(i) Candidates should not be below 18 years and above 37

years of age as on 01.01.2020. (See detail in “General

Information for the Candidates”)

6.0 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION

The Commission shall hold Competitive Examinations for

recruitment to these posts tentatively in May, 2020, details of

which can be seen in Para 6, 7 and 8 of “General information

For the Candidates” of each post available on the website

http://ppsc.gov.in The exact date of exam may be decided and

intimated later keeping in view the public health safety issues.

7.0 The candidates MUST possess the requisite qualification/

experience before or by 31/05/2020.

8.0 Candidates must refer to “General Information For the

Candidates” available on PPSC website, particularly Para-II

before filling the application form. The candidates can ONLY apply

by filling Online Application Form, a link of which is available on

the website of Punjab Public Service Commission

http://ppsc.gov.in

Last date for filling Online Application Form: 30/04/2020

Last date for depositing Application Fee: 07/05/2020

Dated: 23.03.2020 Sd/- (Navreet Kaur Sakhon) PCS

Secretary ExaminationsDPR/Pb/912D

PUNJAB PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BARADARI GARDEN, PATIALA — 147001

WEBSITE: http://ppsc.gov.in

Short

Advt.

No. 05

Category

Code

Name of Post/Category No. of

Posts

71 General 121

72/73 Ex-Serviceman/LDESM, Punjab 22

74 Wards of Freedom Fighter, Punjab 03

75 Sports Persons, Punjab 06

76 Persons with disability

Blind and Low vision (76A)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing (76B)

Locomotive Disability (76C)

(including Cerebral palsy, Leprosy

cured,Dwarfism, Acid attack victims and

Muscular dystrophy) 

Intellectual Disability (76D) 

(including Austism and Specific disability) and

Mental illness 

OR

Multiple disabilities specified in Serial No. 1 to

4 above, including deaf-blindness

03

03

03

03

77 Scheduled Castes Other, Punjab 31

78/79 Scheduled Castes (Others) 

ESM/LDESM, Punjab

06

80 Scheduled Castes other Sports persons,

Punjab

02

81 Balmiki Mazbhi Sikhs, Punjab 31

82/83 Balmiki Mazbhi Sikhs ESM/LDESM, Punjab 06

84 Balmiki/Mazbhi Sikhs Sports Persons, Punjab 01

85 Backward Classes, Punjab 31

86/87 Backward Classes ESM/LDESM, Punjab 07

92 Economically Weaker Section, Punjab 32

Total 311

DEPUTY DIRECTORATE ANIMAL HEALTH/BREEDING, SHIMLA-5,
HIMACHAL PRADESH

No. AHY-SML-B(5)-463/2012-1-. Dated Shimla-5. 23.03.2020

OFFICE ORDER

This office order is in reference to advertisement published in the

leading Newspaper on dated 28.02.2020 regarding filling up 49 posts

of Animal Husbandry Attendant (Peon and one post of Chowkidar in

the Directorate). Director, Animal Husbandry Himachal Pradesh vide

letter No. 2-58/78-Vety-Vol-33 dated 23.03.2020 has issued fresh

direction as under:-

“In this context, in order to limit arrival of people in Government

Offices in view of ongoing CORONA VIRUS threat, the process of

accepting for the post of Class-IV advertised by the Department

may be suspended indefinitely. The cutoff date for accepting the

applications will be extended and will be communicated latter.”

Deputy Director,

Animal Health/Breeding,

Shimla Distt Shimla-5.DPR/HP/5701

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
The state police on Tuesday
registered 232 FIRs and
arrested 111 persons for
violation of the curfew
imposed by Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh in
the state to contain Covid
spread, even as they
worked out a comprehen-
sive strategy to ensure
doorstep delivery systems
and other basic facilities to
people across the state.

While the maximum of 38
FIRs were registered in
SAS Nagar (Mohali), 34
Amritsar (rural), and 30
each in Tarn Taran and San-
grur, said DGP Dinkar Gup-
ta, adding that the maxi-
mum of 43 persons were
arrested from Tarn Taran,
followed by 23 Kapurthala,
15 Hoshiarpur, 13 Bathinda,
five Ferozepur, five Patiala,
four Gurdaspur and two
Ludhiana rural.

The districts that had zero
violation of curfew were
Khanna, Pathankot, Barnala,
Ludhiana, Fazilka and
Mansa. Two cases of violation
of quarantine restrictions
were also reported during the
day, disclosed Gupta, adding

that these were from Mukt-
sar, which also reported four
cases of curfew violation.

A total of 38,160 police per-
sonnel have been deployed
on the ground in various dis-
tricts for the enforcement of
curfew, including sealing of
affected clusters (SBS
Nagar), besides mainte-
nance of essential supplies
and law and order. These
include 981 volunteers.

The DGP directed all dis-
trict police chiefs to ensure
that curfew passes were
provided on need basis to
maintain essential services,
including telecom, banks,
ATMs, journalists, newspa-
pers, doctors, paramedics,
sanitary workers, electri-
cians, plumbers etc.

He also exhorted the field
staff to work as missionaries
and social workers in such
testing times for the citi-
zens. He asked them to raise
and deploy a team of about
50-100 policemen to coordi-
nate the supply of food and
medicines to the people. 

He further asked them
mobilise young citizens along
with delivery boys to establish
a supply line between kirana
shops and consumers to
ensure doorstep delivery of
food and other essential items.

The DGP advised the dis-
trict police chiefs to allow the
smooth movement of trucks
across interstate borders to
carry food items into Punjab.

111 held for violating curfew, 232 FIRs lodged
Moga, March 24
On the second day of the
state-wide curfew, the Pun-
jab Police had a harrowing
experience as people contin-
ued to be seen on streets
with no essential work to do. 

At some places, the police
personnel came down heavi-
ly on people for violating the
prohibitory orders. A few cas-
es have also been registered
against habitual violators of
the government orders. Also,
in some cases, the violators
attacked the police personnel
deployed on streets. 

Reports emerging from

Bathinda, Faridkot, Kotkapu-
ra, Moga, Ludhiana, Amrit-
sar, Mohali and few other dis-
tricts of the states revealed
that some people, particular-
ly youth, took undue benefit
of the curfew relaxations and
stepped out of their houses
without any real cause.

Initially, the cops let go of
the violators with a warning,
but after reviewing the situ-
ation, they made the viola-
tors do sit-ups, kneel-down
and also slap themselves.  

In Moga, the cops even
resorted to cane-charging
on the offenders. — TNS

Cops face hard time
in enforcing orders

Chandigarh: A human
rights body has appealed to
the Punjab State Human
Rights Commission to act
against the state police for
thrashing people for curfew
violation and circulating
their videos. Satnam Singh
Dhaliwal, president, Univer-
sal Human Rights Organi-
sation, has sought direc-
tions to the DGP to stop
“on-the-spot punishment”
terming it illegal and viola-
tion of human rights. TNS

RIGHTS PANEL TOLD TO
ACT AGAINST COPS

Police take out a flag march in Amritsar on Tuesday; (below) cops punish curfew violators in Patiala. TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Ruchika M Khanna
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24 
At least 135 lakh metric
tonnes of foodgrain is
expected to arrive in 1,800
mandis of Punjab, begin-
ning next fortnight. Its pro-
curement is going to be one
of the biggest challenges
faced by the state amid
Covid scare.

With lakhs of people asso-
ciated with the process of
harvesting the wheat crop,
the government stares at a
nightmarish situation. It
would be impossible to ask
the farmers not to harvest
wheat or bring it to mandis.

Admitting to the problem,
Food and Supplies Minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu says
they are waiting for direc-
tions from the Centre. “We
will try and persuade the
Union Government to delay
the procurement. The Cen-
tre is expected to make an

announcement within two
or three days. Agriculture
officials, too, have been
asked to appeal to the farm-
ers to hold on to their wheat
stock after harvesting and
do not bring it to the man-
dis,” he told The Tribune.

Since a huge labour force
is required for both harvest-
ing and post harvest opera-
tions, it is unclear whether
labour movement from out-

side the state would be
allowed, although it is still
three weeks before the pro-
curement starts.

Ashu says his immediate
concern is to shift the exist-
ing foodgrain out of the
state and create space for
the fresh stock. “Special
trains have been arranged
to lift the old stocks and
move it to the recipient
states. Today itself, four

special trains will be carry-
ing goods out of Punjab and
tomorrow 16 trains will be
carrying the grain to other
states. But even with these
efforts, we foresee that a
shortage of space for 30-40
lakh metric tonnes. That is
why we are creating addi-
tional open storages in the
mandis, besides using the
space at rice shelling
units,” he says.

State in a spot over wheat procurement
We will try and

persuade the Centre to
delay the procurement. It
is expected to make an
announcement within 
two or three days.
Agriculture officials, too,
have been asked to
appeal to the farmers to
hold on to their wheat
stock after harvesting.
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, MINISTER

❝
Tribune News Service

Bathinda, March 24
Potato growers in the state
have demanded that they be
allowed to harvest the crop
during the curfew. They say
the crop is perishable with a
relatively short shelf life, if
not stored in time.

In addition, in view of the
outbreak of Covid, farmers
are also concerned about
harvesting wheat.

BKU (Ekta Ugarahan)
leader Shingara Singh
Mann said: “The state gov-
ernment should allow the
farmers to harvest potato.
Besides, it should also pro-
vide mask and other
equipment for the safety
of labourers.”

Growers in the Rampura
Phul region recently began
to harvest the crop, delay-

ing the process by 20 days
owing to rain. The process
of harvesting needs to com-
pleted at the earliest, as the
rise in temperature above
32 degrees can pose a seri-
ous threat to the crop. 

Moreover, the government
has already ruled out closure
of vegetable supplies, which
are high up in the list of
essential services exempted
from any lockdown or curfew.

The growers urge that
labourers and other persons
involved in harvesting and
storage process be given
green passes to ensure that
trucks/vehicles carrying the
agricultural produce are not
held up or harassed. 

They allege that despite
fruit and vegetables being
in the exempt category,
there is massive disruption
in the supply chain. 

Potato growers seek
relief to harvest crop

C  VID-19
PANDEMIC

Rajmeet Singh
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
Days after completing three
years in office, the Capt
Amarinder Singh-led Con-
gress government today
appointed sub-divisional
magistrates (SDMs) as
administrators in urban
local bodies that have com-
pleted the five-year term.

In 117 ULBs, the SDMs,
mostly PCS officers, have
been appointed administra-
tors. In Zirakpur, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(ADC), Mohali, has been
appointed administrator. The
list of administrators issued
yesterday was withdrawn
and a revised list was issued
today by the Secretary, Local
Government, Sanjay Kumar.

Sources said a senior gov-
ernment functionary object-
ed to the move by the local
government to appoint
deputy directors, who are
departmental officers, as
administrators in civic bod-
ies like Zirakpur, Kharar,
Lalru and others. The civic
bodies are witnessing mush-
rooming of housing projects.
Following this, the list was
revised and SDMs were
appointed as administrators.

The move indicates that
the government has
brought functioning of the
ULBs under its direct con-
trol, with the elections to
the civic bodies in mind.
The government plans to
conduct elections towards
the fag end of the year.

Sources say pockets in the
ULBs had fared poorly dur-
ing the 2019 Assembly elec-
tions, when Navjot Singh
Sidhu held the charge of the

department. The govern-
ment had cited lack of devel-
opment as one of the reasons.

Now, the government wants
to ensure enough funds are
allocated for development
works under the administra-
tors before the elections. 

The Punjab Municipal Act
rules allow the appointment
of administrators for six
months once a ULB com-
pletes its five-year term.

As per the government’s
decision to reserve 50 per
cent seats for women in
ULBs and panchayati raj
institutions, the exercise to
incorporate reservation in
the delimitation was being
applied. The delimitation
exercise in a number of
ULBs is expected to be over
by April 30.

117 ULBs’ term over, SDMs take charge

Tribune News Service

Moga, March 24
The Moga police have recov-
ered 4.290 kg of heroin, of an
international market value
of ~21 crore, from the Indo-
Pak border in Ferozepur dis-
trict. This was revealed here
on Tuesday by Senior
Superintendent of Police
Harmanbir Singh Gill. 

He said one Bagicha
Singh, a resident of Fer-
ozepur’s Chugee village,
was arrested by the local
police from Dharamkot bus
stand with 50 gm of heroin
on March 20. During inves-
tigation, he revealed that
another consignment of
more than 2 kg of heroin
was smuggled from Pak-
istan into his fields across
the fencing along the Indo-
Pak border.

Moga Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police (Investiga-
tions) Jangjit Singh and
CIA staff incharge Kikkar
Singh visited the fields of
the accused and recovered
four plastic bottles filled
with heroin. Besides, a .30
bore pistol was also recov-
ered from him. 

Further investigations
revealed that the accused
had been getting consign-
ments of contraband from
his counterparts in Pakistan

for the past many years. 
The SSP said one Amrik

Singh, elder brother of
Bagicha Singh, had also
been involved in the smug-
gling of heroin, and was
arrested. At present, he was
under judicial custody at
Amritsar Central Jail. He
said the police had regis-
tered a fresh case against
Singh under relevant sec-
tions of the NDPS Act and
the Arms Act. Further probe
was underway.

On Monday, the CIA and
the BSF had seized  4.27 kg
of heroin from an area close
to the border outpost
Bareke along the India-Pak-
istan border.

Officials said the consign-
ment was stored in four
plastic bottles. A China-
made pistol was also seized
along with the contraband.

In another incident,
BSF troops seized three
packets of heroin weight-
ing around 3.25 kg in the
Abohar sector

Moga police seize
heroin worth ~21 cr 

Saurabh Malik
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court has made it clear
that the imposition of model
code of conduct is a temporary
phase and the state is
required to pass an order after
its conclusion. The Bench also
ruled that the model code and
other grounds taken by the
state and other respondents
for non-regularisation of the
services of petitioner-peons

could not be accepted in one
such matter.

Allowing the petition, Jus-
tice Augustine George Masih
directed the respondents to
consider the claim of the peti-
tioners for regularisation as in
the case of similarly placed
nine other employees, whose
services were regularised.

The ruling came on a peti-
tion filed by Baljinder Singh
and another petitioner
through counsel Vikas Cha-
trath. The petitioners had

approached the court praying
for regularisation of their serv-
ices in the light of the fact that
similarly placed employees
selected and appointed in pur-
suance to the same advertise-
ment dated August 30, 2010,
stood regularised.

Justice Masih was told that
the petitioners’ claim was not
considered and decided,
resulting in violation of Article
14 of the Constitution. Cha-
trath submitted that the Pun-
jab Government decided to

regularise the services of its
employees. In pursuance of it,
the services of nine employ-
ees similarly appointed on
contract basis on the basis of
the same advertisement were
regularised. But the model
code came into force when
their claim was being consid-
ered and the process for regu-
larisation was stalled. After
the model code came to an
end, the petitioners again put
forth their claim for regulari-
sation, but it was not decided. 

Can’t avoid decision post poll code: HC

GOVT DOES A ‘FLIP-FLOP’ 
■ Sources say the government initially decided to

appoint deputy directors, who are departmental offi-
cers, as administrators in civic bodies that are witness-
ing mushrooming of housing projects

■ But following objection by a senior official, the list was
revised and SDMs were appointed administrators

.
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I, Joginder Singh Indian Passport
No. (T3403216) s/o Kartar 
Singh, VPO Dheen, Tehsil 
Barara, (Ambala), declares 
in my passport my wife’s name
Surgeet Kaur wrongly written instead
of correct name Late Surjit Kaur.
(CL19183928) 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Match for Ramgharia 2.8.1991, 
2:42 PM, 5’-11”, +2, USA Citizen.
Own business. 0018609943244,
77430-32549. (CL19183926) 

RAMGARHIA/DHIMAN

MAT(M)

Kasauli International Public School,
Sanwara affiliated to CBSE required
PGTs for Chemistry, Biology 
and IT for Session 2020-21.
Applicants are requested to send 
their resume through this Email 
ID: kips_edu@yahoo.in and for 
more information contact on 
these No. 94180-61167, 88949-23167.
(CL19183930) 

Highly reputed non-sectarian 
CBSE affiliated school invites 
applications for immediate 
post of Principal. Candidate 
should be a Graduate or Post 
Graduate B.Ed with minimum 
3 years experience in CBSE affiliated
school. Fluency in English with
excellent interpersonal skills 
(written and oral) a must. 
Competitive salary. Send CV
along with scanned copy 
of all documents and recent photograph
to: kulbinder2020@gmail.com
(CL19183685) 

Required Vice Principal, Computer
Operator, Receptionist, Counsellor,
Primary Teachers TGT PGT
DPE Music Staff, at Guru Nanak
Academy Ratia Haryana. 
CBSE Affiliated School. Online
interview. Send resume at Email:
gna.ratia@gmail.com and WhatsApp
93153- 29274, 93549- 10934.
(CL19183929) 

Required Principal/ Coordinator
Post Graduate with 55% & 
10 years experience from college 
or school & also require 
Computer Teacher Post Graduate 
with 55% & Marketing Executive 
with Graduation. Apply within 
a week alongwith resume at 
Saraswati College, Rani Ka Bagh,
Amritsar. Contact: 98154-66886,
75084-11111. viratdevgan@yahoo.com
(CL19183136) 

CT Group of Institutions, Shahpur
& Maqsudan Campuses, Jalandhar
(Punjab), invites applications 
for the regular post of Professor,
Associate Professor, Assistant
Professor(s) in Nutrition & Dietetics,
Microbiology and Engineering - 
CSE (IOT), Robotics & Automation,
Artificial Intelligence, Data Science
and Machine Learning). Send 
resumes within 07 days at
managerhr@ctgroup.in Qualification
& Grade: As per UGC, AICTE,
IKGPTU norms. Contact: 0181-
5055127. (CL19182757) 

Shree Balaji Institute for
Competition (BIC), Kangra Requires
faculty in Physics, Mathematics 
and English to teach NEET/ JEE/
NDA coaching classes. Handsome
salary. Send resumes to 
Email: shreebalajiedu20@gmail.com
Interviews on March 22, 29 and 
April 5. No TA/ DA will be paid.
Contact: 94592-00015. (CL19182447) 

Require Dot Net Developers 
at Creative Web Designers (India) 
Pvt. Ltd., SCF-32, Urban 
Estate-1, Jalandhar. Walk-in interview 
from 10:00 a.m. to 05:00 
p.m. (Monday to Saturday). Call us:
0181-5001190 (freshers may also
apply).  (CL19182284) 

Enforcement agency needs 
retired bank officers for recovery
purpose at centres: Hissar, 
Rohtak, Jind, Karnal, Panipat,
Dharamshala, Kangra, Shimla, 
Solan, Bilaspur, Kullu. Contact:
78143-25968, 97795-86064.
(CL19183336) 

Required teachers for Primary,
Dane, Computer, Science, Maths and
English teachers. K.C. High School,
(CBSE pattern) Shadipur, Yamuna
Nagar. Pick and drop facility provided.
Cell: 99969-23429, 85710-83733.
(CL19182704) 

Alpine Public School, Bhadson
affiliated to CBSE. Requires PGT
Commerce, Biology, Chemistry, 25
kms from Patiala. Conveyance
available. Interview on 25th and 26th
March. alpine_bhadson@yahoo.in
94634-23927. (CL19183220) 

Required experienced IELTS
Trainer at Ramamandi, Jalandhar.
Salary negotiable. Contact or
whatsapp: 9971248520, 9899967829,
0181-2410999. (CL19180968) 

Work at home for an export 
firm in Chandigarh for documentation
and follow up. Basic English 
with some experience preferred.
098159-25255. (CL19183922) 

(Job vacancy) Pharmacist required
at Jalandhar. Contact No. 98885-
30278. (CL19183919) 

SITUATION VACANT

CLASSIFIEDS

DISCLAIMER
“The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility 

for the contents 
of the advertisements 

(Display/ Classified)
carried in this

newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the
same. Readers are

requested to verify the
contents on their 
own before acting

there upon.”

For Circulation and Advertisement
booking and other related queries
please call at following numbers
from Monday to Saturday between
10.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m.

Circulation:
0172-2670419 or

E-mail at:
circulation@tribunemail.com

Advertisement:
Classified: 0172-2670257 or

E-mail at:
classified@tribunemail.com
Display: 0172-2670256 or

E-mail at:
advt@tribunemail.com

In homage & remembrance of Brig VK

Bhatnagar, SM (Retd) who passed

away on 21 Mar. Commissioned in 16

CAV, joined 63 CAV as LT in 1957, he

led ‘C’ Sqn in battle & earned a Sena

Medal (Gallantry) in 1971 War. He later

commanded 69 Armd Regt. The

TRESATH FAMILY deeply mourns his

untimely demise.

COLONEL OF THE REGT AND ALL RKS 63 CAV

Brig VK Bhatnagar,
SM (Retd) 

AMBALA 2 NEW SUSPECTED CASES
Two more suspected Covid patients were reported in Ambala
district on Tuesday. Civil Surgeon Dr Kuldeep Singh said a
woman (25) returned from Dubai and a man (27) from New
Zealand. Both of them had mild Covid symptoms, following
which their samples were sent to the PGIMER, Chandigarh,
before admitting them to the isolation wards in the local hos-
pitals, he added. Dr Singh said so far, none of the total 18 sus-
pects in Ambala district tested positive. TNS

Y'NAGAR 5 SAMPLES SENT FOR TESTING
The Health Department on Tuesday sent samples of five
more Covid suspected persons, including two children aged 1
and 4, at Sonepat medical college. "One person had travelled
to Dubai and one has a contact history. The other three sam-
ples have been sent on clinical symptoms." He said three of
them were isolated at Mukand Lal Civil Hospital and two at
Civil Hospital, Jagadhri. Meanwhile, a control room has been
set up at room No. 101 of the Mini-Secretariat with helpline
numbers 01732-237801 and 7027972089. TNS

PANIPAT WOMAN’S KIN TEST NEGATIVE
The brother, son and daughter of Panipat woman who tested
positive for Covid at Rohtak-PGIMS on Monday tested nega-
tive. The DC has sought contact information of all officers and
officials working in different government departments so they
can be contacted in the event of any exigency or campaign
pertaining to Covid. Rohtak MP Dr Arvind Sharma has given 
a grant of ~50 lakh in the fight against Covid. TNS

KAITHAL 5 ADMITTED TO ISOLATION WARD
Five persons were admitted to the isolation ward of the
Kaithal Civil Hospital on Monday night. With this the number
of persons admitted to this ward has reached six as one
more is already under watch, whose blood samples had been
sent to Sonepat medical college. Civil Hospital MS Dr Om
Parkash refused said of 19 persons admitted to the hospital
so far, 13 tested negative and had been discharged. OC

FARIDABAD DOCTOR TESTS POSITIVE
A doctor (45), working at a private hospital, tested positive for
Covid on Tuesday, taking the district’s tally to two. He might
have been infected after coming in contact with a woman (53)
who was admitted to the hospital on March 16. DC Yashpal
Yadav said the kin of the doctor’s family had been quarantined.
The blood samples of the staff members and doctors who had
attended to the Covid-positive woman were collected. TNS

K’SHETRA 6 ON SANITISATION DUTY GET BURNS
Six employees of the Thanesar Municipal Council were taken to
hospital on Tuesday after they complained of burning sensa-
tion after doing sanitisation using spray pumps they were carry-
ing on their backs. The employees were provided spray pumps
for sanitisation in Thanesar. It was suspected that the employ-
ees suffered burning sensation as the bleaching powder was
mixed in wrong proportion.“They were using pumps for the first
time and might have not used these properly, due to which the
water spilled,” said MC executive officer BN Bharti. TNS

Mukesh Tandon
Tribune News Service

Panipat, March 24
The Health Department has
started stamping hands of
and pasting notices on gates
of persons who have been
home quarantined.

The Health Department
quarantined 446 persons who
had returned from abroad at
home. A total of 21 samples
were collected, of which 12
were found negative and one
positive while the reports on
eight were awaited.

The Health Department and
district administration were
tracking persons with travel
history and started a drive to
stamp suspected patients and
paste notices at their homes.

Dr SL Verma, Civil Surgeon,
said that stamping had been
done in case of 312 suspected
patients in the district and 255
notices pasted. He said five

patients were put in quaran-
tine and six suspected patients
admitted to the isolation ward. 

The Civil Surgeon said
they had again collected
samples of the 21-year-old
youth who was found Covid
positive on March 19. 

In Panipat, hands
of 312 suspected
patients stamped

Sumedha Sharma
Tribune News Service

Gurugram, March 24
Gurugram residents are out to
aid each other and the admin-
istration in the fight against
Covid. Taking to social media,
they are offering an array of
services to keep the city out of
lockout-related stress.

Having formed various
groups online, people are
offering help to senior citizens
living without children and
offered their property as quar-
antine homes.

“A large number of people
need to be quarantined. Not
everybody has money for paid
quarantine and the govern-
ment has limited capacity. I
have a spare house in Sector
14 and am ready to convert it
as quarantine home,” posted
Reena Makhija on Facebook.

So far, over 20 people had
made such offers and the
authorities were looking at
options. “We’re managing
well with our resources and
will look at this once we feel
the need,” said a senior official.

With the city home to many

senior citizens residing with-
out their children, people
from all walks of life offered to
visit them to help out in get-
ting groceries, medicines etc.

The residents reached out to
techies in Bengaluru, Pune
and Chennai through various
social media groups, offering
to help their parents in need
in the NCR. While the efforts
were appreciated, the police
advised a word of caution.

“Sharing details  of your
parents with strangers is not
advisable. We and the local
administration are out to
help you in the best possible
way,” said police spokesper-
son Subhash Bokan.

“People who want to help
should approach us as it will
be a more focused and bene-
ficial. People can register as
volunteers and be a part of
this,” said DC Amit Khatri.

Good Samaritans
galore in G’gram

Karnal, March 24
To avoid mass gathering at
grocery shops in Karnal, the
district administration has
earmarked 200 grocery
shops in all 20 wards of the
MC for home delivery.

DC Nishant Kumar Yadav
said the councillors would
assist these shopkeepers to
provide necessary grocery
items to locals. He said nine
vendors had been asked to
deliver vegetables and fruits
in theses wards daily, so that
the residents would not go out
to buy these items.

Six samples collected 
The Health Department on
Tuesday took samples of six
persons having flu symptoms. 

Of them, two persons had
travelled abroad, two others
came in contact with a Covid
patient in Panipat and the
remaining two came to Karnal
from Pune and Kerala, experi-
encing painful breathing.

Civil Surgeon Dr Ashwani
Ahuja said all six persons had

been kept in the isolation
ward of the KCGMC.  

Wards at 7 new buildings
The district authorities have
earmarked seven more build-
ings for developing quaran-
tine wards. These include Jat

Dharmshala, Sector 12;
Aggarwal Dharmshala; Kam-
boj Dharmshala; JNV Sagga
village; Scientist Guest
House of the NDRI; Kalki
Bhawan of the NDRI; and
Shri Krishan Parnami Public
School, Model Town. — TNS

200 shops to deliver essential
items at doorstep in Karnal

Nitish Sharma
Tribune News Service

Kurukshetra, March 24
The Red Cross Society and
NGOs have come forward to
help the homeless and labour-
ers who have been struggling
to get food and ration in view
of restrictions imposed to con-
tain Covid  spread.

A large number of people,
including labourers, who live
at Brahma Sarovar and other
nearby places in the city
would get food at langars
organised by religious groups.
However, following restric-
tions on mass gatherings, no
langar was being organised. 

A labourer, native of Ghazi-
abad, said, “I came here three
years ago in search of work. I
stay at Brahma Sarovar. Since
I have no work for the last few
days, it has become difficult
for me to arrange food." 

Most of the NGOs had been
focusing on distributing
masks and sanitisers instead
of providing food. “There is no
arrangement for homeless
people like us,”  a ‘baba’ from
Andhra Pradesh said. 

President of HUM Founda-
tion, Kurukshetra, and gov-
ernment official Sanjay
Chaudhary said, “We’ve start-
ed providing food and ration
to the poor people. Those who
have been living in tents and
have the facility to cook are
being given flour, pulses, salt
and other spices, while those
who are dependent on langars

are being given food packets.”
Meanwhile, food packets

were distributed to the home-
less by Jagdamba Sewa Sami-
ti members at Theme Park.  

Secretary, Red Cross, Kul-
beer Malik said, “In collabora-
tion with Roti Bank and other
NGOs, we’ll be giving lunch
and dinner to babas. They’ll
be shifted to a dharamshala. 

Red Cross, NGOs distribute
ration among homeless

Some offer quarantine
homes, others out to
help senior citizens
staying without kids

A social worker gives food
packets to the needy at Theme
Park in Kurukshetra on Tuesday.  

FOOD, WATER GIVEN
TO COPS IN KARNAL
Karnal: Members of JBD Samaj
Kalyan Samiti, an NGO, on
Tuesday distributed food pack-
ets and water among on-duty
cops. Members of the National
Integrated Forum of Artists and
Activists also distributed food
with the help of Dera Kar Sewa
at the railway station to 30
employees who got stranded
here after the parking of Rajd-
hani Express. City-based Dr
Manoj Gupta gave 25 person-
nel protection kits to cops, who
have been assigned the duty to
bring persons with foreign trav-
el history and the ones not
strictly following home isolation
to quarantine wards. TNS

Tribune Reporters

Chandigarh, March 24
The first day of the lock-
down  imposed to control the
spread of Covid evoked a
mixed response across the
state on Tuesday.

While 90 persons were
arrested and 60 FIRs regis-
tered for violating prohibitory
orders, scores of vehicles were
either challaned  or impound-
ed. At least four persons were
arrested for trying to open fac-
tories in violation of rules.

Reports said the police had a
tough time in enforcing the
lockdown across the state
with a number of persons ven-
turing out, a substantial num-
ber of them without any valid
or justified reason.

While elaborate nakas were
set up across the state to regu-
late movement of people and
vehicular traffic, the police
had a tough time convincing
people to remain indoors and
restrict their movement.

At several places, the police
held flag marches to enforce
lockdown orders. Heated
exchanges between police
personnel and the police
were reported from several
places, with the police resort-
ing to coercive means like
making violators do sit-ups to
discourage them from violat-
ing prohibitory orders.

Police aiding evacuation
of foreigners
Navdeep Singh Virk, ADGP
(Law and Orders), said the
police had assisted in the
evacuation of a number of

foreign nationals belonging
to Brazil, Israel, Germany
and Bhutan. He said they
were helping patients reach
hospitals, including AIIMS
in New Delhi. He said DSP-
level officers were manning

10 entry points in the state
from 8 am to 10 pm.
Karnal: The police arrested
two owners of industrial units
making gunny bags to pack
rice for allegedly assembling
around 45 employees in the

factory. A total of 75 vehicles
were challaned and eight
impounded by the police.

In several areas, volunteers
of NGOs gave packed food
and water to police person-
nel. Pharmaceutical entre-

preneur Manoj Gupta distrib-
uted 4,600 hand sanitisers
and protective kits to cops.
Gurugram: The alleged viola-
tion of lockdown orders
prompted Commissioner of
Police Mohammed Akil  to

warn the public that the police
would recommend imposi-
tion of curfew. On the other
hand, 33 FIRs were registered
and over 300 vehicles, mostly
auto-rickshaws, impounded
for violating orders.

There was chaos as a result
of heavy vehicular traffic on
the inter-state borders in
Gurugram. There were less
vehicles on city roads.
Sonepat: Two managers of a
private firm at Bahalpur vil-
lage, Ashish Kumar and Bri-
jesh, were arrested on the
charge of assembling around
200 employees in violation of
prohibitory orders.The
police challaned 32 vehicles
and impounded 12.
Narnaul: The lockdown did
not have much of an impact
in Narnaul, Mahendragarh
and Rewari, with shops and 
commercial establishments
remaining open and
people moving in groups
to buy essential and other
commodities.
Rohtak: A total of three FIRs
were registered and 20 vehi-
cles impounded in Rohtak.
Kurukshtra: A verbal spat
between Pehowa  DSP
Dheeraj Kumar and SI Raj-
pal about implementation of
lockdown orders went viral
while the police registered
five cases for violating Sec-
tion 144 of the CrPC. Ashtha
Modi played down the verbal
spat, claiming that police
personnel were under stress.
Faridabad: The lockdown
was partial in Faridabad,
with the police booking 17
persons and challaning sev-
eral vehicles.
Kaithal: Sujan Singh, DC,
and Shashank Kumar Sawan,
SP, took a round to enforce the
lockdown. A near-complete
lockdown was observed with
hardly any major violations.

Lockdown evokes mixed response, 90 arrested

Locals buy sanitisers and masks at a medical store in Rohtak.

STATE TRACKER
Total persons under 8,675
surveillance
Currently under 8,058
surveillance
Hospitalised 92
Persons completing 617
surveillance
Samples for testing 405
Negative samples 326
Results awaited 65
Positive cases 16

2 MORE POSITIVE,
CASES RISE TO 16
Chandigarh: With two
more persons testing posi-
tive for Covid, the number
of confirmed cases in the
state rose to 16 on Tues-
day. According to Dr Suraj
Bhan Kamboj, Director
General of Health Ser-
vices, the number of posi-
tive cases reported from
Gurugram now stood at
10. Two persons had test-
ed positive for Covid in
Panipat and one case
each had been reported
from Panchkula, Farid-
abad, Palwal and Sonepat,
officials said. Test reports
of 65 samples were await-
ed, Dr Kamboj said. TNS

KARNAL

GURUGRAM

ORDER GROCERY, VEGGIES VIA APP
■ The district admn started mobile app ‘Needs on Wheels’ to

assist people get veggiess, fruits and grocery at their doorstep
■ DC Nishant Yadav said locals could download the app from the

Play Store and place orders after registering themselves

HEALTH DEPT SEALS
NAULTHA VILLAGE 
The Health Department
sealed Naultha village in
the district after a-30-year-
old woman was found Covid
positive on Monday. Her
husband and mother-in-law
were sent to the isolation
ward at the general hospital
and their samples sent for
examination. Police person-
nel and panchayat mem-
bers were deployed at the
entry and exit points and
70 health employees
deployed in the village.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF REMAINING ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR VENDS OF REMAINING

DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2020-21 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of remaining retail liquor

vends of the remaining districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invited for the year 2020-21:-

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for remaining Zones of retail liquor vends.

1. These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department (published on 07th/8th March,
2020) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the year
2020-21. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in. 

2. The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously displayed
in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be available on the departmental website i.e.
www.haryanatax.gov.in. 

3. The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise Policy for
the year 2020-21 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules framed thereunder. 

4. The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject, without
assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10 days of the date of allotment. 

PRDH/80525

Sr. No. Name of Distt. Zone Numbers

1 Ambala ZAMB- 33 & 48

2 Bhiwani ZBWN-21,46, 48, 49, 56 & 65

3 Gurugram (East) ZGRE-08, 18, 19, 21, 29, 32, 34, 36, 37, 40, 45, 46 & 53

4 Gurugram (West) ZGRW-06, 07, 11, 13, 14, 22, 28, 36, 40, 42, 44, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50, 53, 60, 62 & 73

5 Palwal ZPWL-01, 02, 17, 18, 19, 37, 39, 42 & 46

6 Panchkula ZPKL-16, 17 & 22

7 Rewari ZRWR-01 & 39

8 Sonepat ZSNP-04, 07, 08, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 35, 39, 44, 51, 55, 61, 62 & 65

9 Hisar ZHSR- 11, 22, 24, 29, 38, 45, 55 & 65

10 Jhajjar ZJJR- 17 & 19

11 Jind ZJND-17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, 31, 32, 36, 37 & 39 

12 Panipat ZPNP-03, 05, 06, 07, 09,11, 15, 17, 18, 22, 25, 27, 29, 32, 34, 35 & 39

13 Rohtak ZRTK-34, 43, 49, 50, 54 & 55

14 Faridabad ZFBD-12, 21, 23, 25, 36, 38, 46, 60, 66, 72, 82, 86, 94, 97, 101& 103 

15 Fatehabad ZFTB-02, 04, 05, 06, 07, 09, 10, 13, 14, 23, 38 & 48

16 Jagadhri ZJAG-02, 03, 07, 09, 10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27, 31, 36, 39, 45 & 53

17 Kaithal ZKTL-15, 16, 19, 20 & 21 

18 Karnal ZKNL-01, 15 & 27

19 Sirsa ZSRS-15, 16, 19, 20, 24, 42, 45, 46, 53, 58, 60, 63 & 65

1 Starting date and time for placing e-tenders. 26th  March, 2020 (from 09:00 a.m. onwards)

2 Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders. 26th March, 2020 (till 06:00 p.m.)

3 Evaluation of e-tenders. 26th March, 2020 (07:00 p.m.) 

Excise & Taxation Commissioner, Haryana.

CORRIGENDUM

Tender inquiry No. 186-87 due
on 26.03.2020

Website: www.pgimer.nic.in
and www.eprocure.gov.in

Due date for submission of tenders
for “Purchase of Mitral Valvuloplasty
Balloon and Cochlear Implant &
Hearing Implant systems through
Rate Contract for the period of two
years” has been postponed and new
date will be intimated shortly.
DI-183936 OFFICER IN-CHARGE (HPD).

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF
MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH,

CORRIGENDUM

Refer to Sainik School

Sujanpur Tira tender notice

published on 01 Mar 2020,

date of tenders process has

been extended till 15 May,

2020.

Sd/- PrincipalDI-183935

I, Service No. JC-579384F Rank Ex Sub
Hony Capt  Kewal Singh  of Unit 10 JAK
RIF C/o 56 APO S/o Man Singh R/o
Dablehar, Tehsil R.S. Pura Jammu, states
that my wife Kashmir Kour's DOB has been
wrongly recorded as  09.05.1968 instead of
correct  DOB 07.03.1967 & her name has
been wrongly recorded as Kashmir Kaur
instead of correct name Kashmir Kour in
my service records. Now, I am going to
apply for the correction of the same.
Concerned please note. DI-183942

NO AADHAAR  WORK AT POST OFFICES FOR NOW
The Department of Posts, Haryana postal circle, has sus-
pended all Aadhaar-related operations at post offices till fur-
ther orders. In orders issued on Tuesday, Chief Postmaster
General, Haryana circle, Ranju Prasad said work pertaining
to 289 operational Aadhaar centres at post offices and 11
post office passport seva kendras (POPSKs) should remain
suspended till further orders. However, post offices where
social security pension comes would remain open. TNS

ROHTAK BJP MAN HELD FOR RUMOUR MONGERING
The police have registered a case under
Section 188 of the IPC against Rohtak-
based BJP leader Kapil Nagpal for
spreading a rumour on the social media.
He was arrested today and later released
on bail. He has been accused of propa-
gating a message on social media that
Panipat-based woman who had tested
positive for Covid at PGIMS-Rohtak had
died, whereas the   woman was alive and
her condition was stable. TNS

FARIDABAD 488 PUT UNDER SURVEILLANCE
Even as the number of persons under surveillance in the dis-
trict has gone up to 488, authorities have sett up a control
room at the mini-secretariat. A spokesperson announced
that the control room with 10 landline numbers - 0129-
2221000 to 2221007, 2221011 and 2221014 - would be
functional round the clock and address any query regarding
help and guidance to deal with Covid. The spokesperson stat-
ed that the ambulance service was available on 108 and
national-level helpline numbers 011- 23978046 and
8558893911 were available for the purpose. TNS

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
The government has decided
to immediately issue
appointment letters to 447
recently selected doctors as
medical officers even as it
has created a revolving fund
of Rs 100 crore each for key
departments at the forefront
of battling Covid, including
medical education and
research, health, revenue,
home and urban local bodies.

These and several other
decisions were taken during
a meeting of the crisis coor-
dination committee chaired
by Chief Secretary Keshni
Anand Arora, here today.

It was decided that the
appointment letters would
be issued in relaxation of
conditions of character veri-
fication and medical exami-
nation in a bid to fill all
vacant posts.  It was decided
that testing facilities at pri-

vate laboratories would
begin at at least four places
and 50 per cent of capacity
would be reserved for use by
the government.

The cost of tests referred
by the Health Department
would be borne by the state
government. Private testing
laboratories would be man-
dated to inform the Health
Department regarding test
reports on all cases, includ-
ing those not referred by the
Health Department.

A decision was taken to
augment existing govern-
ment testing facilities and
make efforts to create new
testing facilities. It was
decided that the supply of N-
95 masks would be expedit-
ed by coordinating with sup-
pliers so that emergency
staff and officials on duty in
the Health Department
could be provided these on
emergency basis.

It was decided that essen-
tial medicines, especially
hydrochloroquine and
choloroquine, would be
ensured in sufficient quanti-
ty and if necessary,
increased manifold. Private

ambulances would be requi-
sitioned on need basis by
Deputy Commissioners con-
cerned. It would be ensured
that critical cases, including
those of delivery, were priori-
tised as per existing practice.

With regard to Chandigarh
and Panchkula offices, the
Home Department would be
the nodal office for coordi-

nating with UT Administra-
tion to facilitate issuance of
passes and transit of essen-
tial services, officials and
staff. The Haryana State
Agricultural Marketing
Board would ensure that pri-
vate mandis running with-
out permission were restrict-
ed to ensure social
distancing norms.

Govt fast-tracks appointment of 447 docs
Relaxes character verification, medical examination terms | To issue letters immediately 

Ambala, March 24
The National Independent
Schools Alliance (NISA) has
extended support to the Cen-
tre and offered to establish
quarantine centres at private
schools across the country.
The NISA represents over
55,400 private schools and
has extended support to the
government. — TNS

Chandigarh, March 24 
Even as the Health Depart-
ment is grappling with
Covid, Ayush Medical Offi-
cers (AMOs) are protesting
against the online transfer
policy under which they
have to submit their choices
by March 26. 

They said the online trans-
fer policy would affect their
efforts in combating the
deadly virus and demanded
that it be deferred till the
Covid threat was over.

In a recent letter to state
Health Minister Anil Vij over
the online transfer policy,
president of the Ayush Med-
ical Officers’ Association
Vikas Yadav had described it
as punitive and ill-conceived. 

He, on the behalf of associ-
ation, said, “The Ayush treat-
ment is customised and
patient-specific and require
longer time. The undue
transfer of doctors from one

place to another will create
obstacles in giving complete
and personal healthcare.” 

Yadav said most of the doc-
tors were posted near their
permanent residence and
transfers in different dis-
tricts or zones would create
hurdles before them in ful-
filling their socio-economic
responsibilities. 

The association pointed
out that the department was
already facing acute short-
age of the AMOs and at some
places charge of three dis-
pensaries was also given to a
single doctor. 

It said the online transfer
policy in their sister depart-
ment of health was a failed
experiment. — TNS

Ayush doctors resist
online transfers 

C  VID-19
PANDEMIC

TESTING FACILITIES AT 4 MORE PRIVATE LABS
■ Testing facilities at private laboratories would begin at at

least four places and 50% capacity would be reserved for
use by the government

■ The cost of tests referred by the Health Department
would be borne by the state government

■ Private testing laboratories would be mandated to inform
the Health Department regarding test reports on all cases,
including those not referred by the Health Department

Say it will affect their
efforts in combating

the deadly virus

Sunit Dhawan
Tribune News Service

Rohtak, March 24
The tweet of a junior resi-
dent doctor of Rohtak
PGIMS on unavailability of
N95 masks and gloves at
the institute despite the
threat of Covid spread has
gone viral on social media,
with Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi endorsing it and
thousands of other Inter-
net-users liking and
retweeting it.

Dr Kamna Kakkar, a stu-
dent of MD (anaesthesia)
course and junior resident
doctor at the institute, had
tweeted “When they arrive,
please send N95 masks and
gloves to my grave. Taali
aur thaali bhi baja dena
waha! Regards, frustrated
sarkari doctor.” The doctor
tagged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Haryana
Health Minister Anil Vij
and other senior govern-
ment functionaries. The
tweet went viral within a
few hours. However, the
account from which the
tweet was posted was delet-
ed on Tuesday evening.

Extending support to the

young doctor, Rahul Gand-
hi tweeted, “I am feeling
sad, because this was com-
pletely avoidable. We had
time to prepare. We should
have taken this threat
much more seriously and
have been much better pre-
pared.” 

On being contacted for his
comments on this, PGIMS

Nodal Officer for control
and management of Covid
pandemic, Prof (Dr) Dhruv
Chaudhary, said masks and
other protective gear were
being provided to doctors,
paramedical staffers and
other employees as per pro-
tocol and availability.

Doctors serving at the
PGIMS have been complain-

ing of unavailability of
masks, while authorities —
including PGIMS Director
Dr Rohtash K Yadav — have
been maintaining that there
was no shortage of masks or
sanitisers. Yesterday, several
doctors posted at the PGIMS
Trauma Centre had refused
to treat the patients, main-
taining they would not work
until they were given N95
masks for protection against
Covid. Emergency services
resumed after personal inter-
vention of senior functionar-
ies of the institute.

PGIMS Deputy Medical
Superintendent Dr
Sandeep, who looks after
the Emergency wing, said
some doctors of the Surgery
and Orthopaedic Surgery
Departments had stopped
work and demanded N95
masks, though three-lay-
ered masks were being pro-
vided to doctors as per pro-
tocol. “N95 masks are
required only in intensive-
care units, operation the-
atres and isolation wards.
The protesting doctors were
convinced, after which they
relented and resumed
work,” he said.

Send N95 masks, gloves to my
grave, tweets PGIMS-Rohtak doc

HISAR PUNIA DONATES SIX MONTHS SALARY
Wrestler Bajrang Punia has
announced to donate six months'
salary in the fight against Covid. In a
video message on Tuesday, Punia --
who is officer on special duty (OSD) in
the Railways -, said he was donating
his salary towards the Haryana Corona
Relief Fund. Bajrang Punia, who hails
from Khudan village in Jhajjar district,
has been practicing in Sonepat for the
Olympics these days. TNS

Tribune News Service

Hisar, March 24
Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agricultural Uni-
versity (HAU) has
announced Rs 1.5 crore for
the state government’s
Covid relief fund.

Vice Chancellor (VC) KP
Singh said the HAU man-
agement had decided to
donate a part of salaries.
The university would col-
lect about Rs 1.5 crore.

“All employees, including
officers, teaching commu-
nity and non-teaching staff,
will give some portion from
their one-month salary,
which will be contributed
to the fund,” said the VC.

The university distrib-
uted 300 masks prepared
by its department of tex-
tiles and apparel design-
ing. “The masks will be dis-
tributed free of cost among
the families residing on the
university campus to save
them from contacting
Covid,” said the VC.

He assured to provide
educational material to
students through the
online web portal and
online channels. He urged
them to follow the adviso-
ry issued by the Centre
and state.

HAU pledges
to give ~1.5 cr
for Covid fund

Tweet goes viral, account deleted later | 3-layer masks available, say authorities 

ALL DOCS DON’T NEED N95 MASKS, SAYS MS 
PGIMS Deputy Medical Superintendent Dr Sandeep,
who looks after the Emergency wing, said some doctors
of the Surgery and Orthopaedic Surgery Departments
had stopped work and demanded N95 masks, though
three-layered masks were being provided to doctors as
per protocol. “N95 masks are required only in intensive-
care units, operation theatres and isolation wards. The
protesting doctors were convinced, after which they
relented and resumed work, he said

Tribune News Service

Jhajjar, March 24 
Total 292 persons with travel
history abroad and those who
came in contact with them
have been put under home
quarantine in Jhajjar, Rewari
and Mahendragarh districts
to check Covid spread. 

The district health author-
ities have also been pasting
posters outside the houses
of these persons. However,
no positive case has been
reported in any of the dis-
tricts so far. 

“Samples of 11 persons
suffering from fever and
dry cough in Rewari were
sent for testing and all are
negative. Similarly, two
samples sent in Jhajjar also
tested negative while none
has so far been sent for test-
ing in Mahendragarh dis-
trict,” sources said. 

Rewari DC Yashendra
Singh said home quaran-
tine had also been stamped
on the hands of those with
travel history abroad so that

people could maintain dis-
tance from them. Even the
undertaking of the
sarpanch of their village
concerned or any other
reputed persons are also
been sought from them,
wherein such persons

promised to stay home dur-
ing the quarantine period,
he added.

Dr Vijay Prakash, District
Nodal Officer for Covid, told
The Tribune adequate num-
ber of doctors and paramed-
ical staff had been deputed
at the isolation ward in the
Civil Hospital while several
educational institutes had
also been turned into quar-
antine centres to tackle any
emergency situation. 

RS Punia, Civil Surgeon,
Jhajjar, said seven persons
with travel history abroad
had completed the surveil-
lance period of 28 days
while no suspected patient
had been admitted to any
hospital in the district. 

Jhajjar DC Jitender
Dahiya said a round-the
clock control room had
been set up in the city to
share vital information
about Covid among the peo-
ple and to get their feed-
back and other issues
regarding the arrange-
ments to contain it. 

292 home-quarantined in
Jhajjar, Rewari & M’Garh
No positive case reported in any of three districts so far 

A home-quarantine
announcement outside a house
in Mahendragarh. TRIBUNE PHOTO

UNDER WATCH

127persons in Rewari

107 persons in Jhajjar

56 persons in Mahendragarh

Tribune News Service

Gurugram, March 24
To ensure smooth communi-
cation between the adminis-
tration and residents,
Gurugram Deputy Com-
missioner Amit Khatri
will go live on Facebook
every day for an hour at 8 pm
from today to address Covid
and lockdown-related queries.

“Since all of us are going
through a tough time, it is
my duty to reach out to the
masses to address their
queries. I shall now be going
live on Facebook everyday,”
said the DC.

According to the administra-
tion, those interested in inter-
action can reach out at
http://www.facebook.com/Dis-
tAdminGgm. 

Sources said people were
taking to the social media such
as Twitter to highlight several
issues, including the lack of
delivery services, public trans-
port and difficulty in procur-
ing essential services.

Obey lockdown or face
curfew: Police Commissioner
With most people violating

lockdown, the  police have
warned of clamping the
curfew if residents failed
to  co-operate. 

Addressing a special press
conference on Tuesday,
Police  Commissioner
Mohammad Akil said strict
action would be taken
against any  violation of the
lockdown. “It is for your
own safety. However, if you
are not ready to cooperate
then we will  have no choice
but to go ahead with strict
measures such as curfew.
Let’s make lockdown suc-
cessful,” said Akil.
Meanwhile, 33 persons were
booked for violating rules
during the lockdown.

G’gram DC to answer
queries on FB live

Pvt schools offered as
quarantine centres

HELPLINE SET UP
The administration has

set up an emergency
operations centre

to deal with Covid-
related issues. Its
helpline number
is 1950. A five-

member team has
also been formed to
keep a check on those
put in home quarantine. 



Tribune News Service

Srinagar, March 24
Three more persons have
tested positive for Covid in
Kashmir, taking the total
number of cases in the UT to
seven. These include two
elderly men from Srinagar
and a 22-year-old youth from
north Kashmir’s Bandipora
district.

One of the positive cases, a
57-year-old man of Natipora
in Srinagar, was a co-passen-
ger of the woman who was
the first positive case of
Kashmir, on their return
from Jeddah in Saudi Ara-
bia.

The other patient is a 67-
year-old man of Hyderpora
in Srinagar. He is a well-
known preacher of Deoban-
di thought of Islam, with a
long travel history within
India.

“Both men were found
positive for Covid today.
They are under treatment at
Chest Disease (CD) Hospital,
Srinagar,” said Dr Saleem
Khan, a government
spokesperson for Covid.

“The (Bandipora) youth
has a history of travel out-
side J&K. Contact tracing is
on,” government spokesper-
son Rohit Kansal said.

Officials said the Umrah
pilgrim had concealed his
travel history twice during
his visits to Sher-e-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS). However, on
March 21, he visited SMHS
Hospital with symptoms of
the virus, from where he was
referred to CD Hospital for
isolation and testing.

Locals questioned the
authorities for not conduct-
ing his tests, even as his co-
passenger was found posi-
tive. 

The city woman became
the first positive case of
Kashmir after she arrived in
Kozhikode, Kerala, in an Air
India flight on March 15
from Jeddah, along with oth-
er pilgrims. 

She has been treated suc-

cessfully, said AG Ahangar,
Director of SKIMS.

At least 39 co-passengers
and five contact persons of
the woman are yet to be test-
ed for the virus.

However, the long travel
history of the Deobandi
preacher across India has
perplexed the doctors.

“His condition is critical.
He has pneumonia and not
maintaining oxygen satura-
tion even after being admin-
istered oxygen supple-
ment,” the doctors treating
him said.

They said he travelled
from January 1 to January
15 to Andaman and Nicobar
and returned to Srinagar on
January 18. 

He went back to New Del-
hi on March 7 and stayed for
two days at Nizam-ud-Din.
From there, he travelled to
Darul Uloom Deoband in
Uttar Pradesh and stayed
there between March 9 to
March 11.

He returned to Jammu
and stayed at Samba
mosque from March 12 to 16.
He travelled to Srinagar on
March 16 and on the same
day, went to Deoband
Markaz at Sopore town in
north Kashmir.

On March 18, he returned
to his home at Hyderpora
where he developed fever
and cough. On March 22, he
came to CD Hospital, where
he was admitted and finally
tested positive for Covid.

The government has des-
ignated CD Hospital, Gov-
ernment Medical College,
Jammu, SKIMS Medical
College Hospital, Bemina,
and JLNM Hospital, Srina-
gar, as Covid hospitals to
isolate and treat the
patients.

Even the newly construct-
ed in-patient wards of Kup-
wara, Shopian, Ganderbal,
and Pulwama have been
designated as isolation
wards for Covid patients.
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Arun Joshi

THE National Confer-
ence vice-president
Omar Abdullah today

reopened the sketch of the
Kashmir politics of August 4
last year when J&K was a
state with special status as he
marked the beginning of his
second innings in Kashmir
politics post scrapping of
Article 370 more than seven
months ago – August 5 2019.

Immediately after his
release from 232-day-long
detention, unlike his father
and President of the Nation-
al Conference Farooq Abdul-
lah, the junior Abdullah did
not hesitate to utter the con-
stitutional provisions of Arti-
cle 370 and Article 35A, and
the loss of the statehood of
J&K in a brief interaction
with media. He did not forget
to place a well-appreciated
quarantine in these days of
horror of pandemic coron-
avirus. “First, we have to
fight and win the war against
coronavirus and we must
stay at home to do so.”

He said what he wanted to
do, and at the same time
bought time to speak in detail
on these issues that have
changed the terrain and poli-
tics of Kashmir. Omar has
extra burden on his shoulders
now, as his father Farooq
Abdullah too is keen that his
son steers the course of the
party’s politics in the changed
and challenging situation.

It was a calibrated use of
words by Omar. The political
terrain of Kashmir has newer
challenges for him – the idea
of the restoration of the state-
hood has already been articu-
lated in a great measure by
the newly formed Jammu
and Kashmir Apni Party,
headed by businessman-
turned-politician Altaf
Bukhari. Delhi has started

talking to the Apni Party,
while at the same time sig-
nalling that it was exploring
other options as well.

The release of Farooq and
Omar within a span of 11
days this month falls in this
critical line of Delhi’s think-
ing. It is both an advantage
for Abdullahs – the veterans
of Kashmir politics since the
days of Sheikh Abdullah in
the 20th century and subse-
quently Farooq and Omar –
and also a great disadvantage

Delhi has underlined the
importance of Abdullahs,
where some of the political
quarters in J&K think that
without Abdullahs and their
party, things cannot move in
Kashmir. They, it is believed,
can fulfil Delhi’s wish to
restore a semblance of nor-
malcy and bring down the
level of demands to the
restoration of statehood.

The widespread NC cadre
that has supported and pro-
pelled three generations of
Abdullahs to power and ral-
lied behind them, despite
many reservations that inter-
rupted their stay in power, is
another pillar of strength.
That is, perhaps, the most
important factor after Abdul-
lah’s charisma and history in
Kashmir politics.

This advantage gets bal-
anced by an equally weighty
disadvantage with the per-
ception that their release has
something to do with their
underlying understanding
with Delhi. The Abdullahs,

unlike others in the political
frame, cannot walk away
from the umbrella of Article
370 that they had raised to the
level of the unique identity of
Kashmiris since the days
when it entered into the Indi-
an Constitution in mid-1990s.

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti, still in detention, is a
factor that cannot be dis-
missed easily, though some
have concluded that all those
who deserted have rendered
her party redundant in the
politics of the post-August 5,
2019 era. She continues to
inspire fear and awe, that’s
why, some think, her deten-
tion is a necessity. This is the
point that Mehbooba knows
well, and that is explained in
a tweet that her daughter Ilti-
ja handles.

Reacting on today’s devel-
opment, her tweet read, “All
their talk of Nari Shakti and
women emancipation
seems like this regime fears
women the most.”

The real competition in
Kashmir politics will emerge
only after she is set free and
the course she charts – soft
separatism or the politics of
realism. And, if her detention
is prolonged, people, despite
obliging themselves by “stay-
ing at home”, to stall the coro-
navirus virus, would be look-
ing forward to hear from her.

That will complete the
picture of the competition
and compulsion of Kash-
mir politics. Wait is on for
that day and date.

Omar Abdullah begins his
second innings in politics 

Kashmir: Three test positive

THE IMPORTANCE OF ABDULLAHS
Delhi has underlined the importance of Abdullahs,
where some of the political quarters in J&K think that
without Abdullahs and their party, things cannot move in
Kashmir. They, it is believed, can fulfil Delhi’s wish to
restore a semblance of normalcy and bring down the lev-
el of demands to the restoration of statehood. The wide-
spread NC cadre that has supported and propelled three
generations of Abdullahs to power and rallied behind
them, despite many reservations that interrupted their
stay in power, is another pillar of strength

NEWS ANALYSIS
Arteev Sharma
Tribune News Service 

JAMMU/srinagar, March 24
Strict restrictions were
enforced across Jammu
region on Tuesday to keep
the people indoors while
implementing the official
lockdown to contain spread
of Covid. 

The police acted tough
against the violators of lock-
down and registered 29
FIRs against them in Jam-
mu district alone, while sev-
eral people were also round-
ed up and others were
punished on roads. 

In a significant decision,
the administration has also
decided to hire retired doc-
tors against vacancies on
contract for one year in its
fight against Coronavirus in
underserved areas. The Gov-
ernment’s Advisory Coun-
cil, in its emergent meeting,
also declared to designate
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC), Jammu, a
‘COVID hospital’ for Jam-

mu province and said it
would be readied by Wednes-
day evening. 

In order to optimise diver-
sion of available manpower
and material resources for
the care and treatment of
suspected/ confirmed
patients, it was also decided

that the OPD services at
GMC, Jammu, and its associ-
ated hospitals would remain
suspended from tomorrow
till further orders.

The GMC administration
has appealed to the general
public of Jammu Division to
stop the routine visits to the

OPD services at the hospital
and its associated institu-
tions and requested them to
consult experts telephonical-
ly from the list of doctors
provided separately and on
the hospital website
www.gmcjammu.nic.in. The
telephone consultation time

would remain within 10:30
am to 4:30 pm. However, the
emergency services would
continue as same. 

According to the daily
Media Bulletin on Coron-
avirus, as many as 4,765 trav-
ellers and persons in contact
with suspected cases have
been put under surveillance
and, so far, seven cases have
tested positive in Jammu and
Kashmir and one among
them has already recovered.

A total of 2,928 persons
have been kept under home
quarantine while 71 are in
hospital quarantine. Persons
who are under home surveil-
lance stand at 1,268 while 498
persons have completed their
28-day surveillance period.
As many as 279 samples have
been sent for testing of which
253 tested negative. Only sev-
en persons have tested posi-
tive so far and of them, only
five are active positive and
one patient has recovered.
The reports of 20 persons
were awaited.

Lockdown: Strict curbs put in place
29 FIRs against violators in dist; govt to hire retired doctors; 4,765 under surveillance

Security personnel stop commuters during restriction in Jammu.TRIBUNE PHOTO

Tribune News Service

Srinagar, March 24
An unprecedented lockdown
prompted by the threat of
Covid-19 disease entered a
fifth day on Tuesday in Kash-
mir valley as roads were
deserted and markets shut.

The markets across all dis-
tricts of Kashmir valley
remained closed and roads
also remained blocked with
concertina wires and manned
by the police. The lockdown
began on Friday, a day after
the first case tested positive in
Srinagar following which res-

idents across the city rushed
to stock essential supplies
and medicines.

A total of three persons

have tested positive in the
Valley so far as two fresh cas-
es were reported today.

Thousands of people who

travelled from foreign coun-
tries and territories where
infection is widespread have
been put in quarantine as the
administration pressed wide-
spread measures to contain the
spread of Covid-19, which has
been declared as a global pan-
demic. The administration
has ordered the lockdown of
Kashmir valley till March 31,
which is likely to be extended
as fresh cases tested positive
in Srinagar.

It is for the first time in recent
decades that Kashmir valley is
observing a lengthy lockdown
for an apolitical reason.

Covid-19: Kashmir lockdown enters Day 5
Our Correspondent

Rajouri, March 24
To monitor coronavirus pan-
demic exigency, a 24X7 dis-
trict control room has been
established in the office com-
plex of the Deputy Commis-
sioner here.

Meanwhile, the district
administration has identified
31 locations where 1,210 beds
will be available for the quar-
antine facilities. These
include Government Medical
College and Associated Hos-
pital (GMC&AH), Sub-dis-
trict Hospitals, Community

Health Centres (CHCs),
PHCs and in the boys and
girls hostels of Government
Medical College, postgradu-
ate/degree colleges, Pahari
and Gujjar-Bakerwal.

“More than 450 residents of
Rajouri district, including
students, have returned from
various countries/other states
recently and are on home sur-
veillance for 28 days. Under
new guidelines those who
have returned after March 15
shall be under surveillance at
quarantine centres,” said Dr
Sanjeev Puri, CMO.

Fiftyfour such persons

from Rajouri town and from
its vicinity will be shifted to
boys Pahari hostel.

“Quarantine centre at Gov-
ernment Model Girls Higher
Secondary School will exclu-
sively be for women,” said
District Information Officer
Narinder Raina. Deputy Com-
missioner Mohammed Nazir
Sheikh, Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Chandan Kohli
along with senior officers of
the district administration
today visited several place,
including Boys Pahari hostel,
to check the required facilities
for the quarantining.

Control room set up at DC office

Tribune News Service 

Jammu, March 24
The Army’s Northern Com-
mand has intensified meas-
ures to combat the outbreak
and spread of coronavirus in
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. 

The Army has established
multiple telephone helplines
to provide information and
assistance to the people.

The Defence PRO said with
the spread of the novel coron-
avirus, there was a sense of
uncertainty among the peo-
ple as many of them were not
sure what measures to take to
safeguard themselves and
their family. 

“There have been a series of
fake social media uploads
which have created panic
among people. To this effect,
the Army has been undertak-
ing intense awareness cam-
paigns and updating the pub-
lic with all relevant
information during this pan-
demic through various plat-
forms. The initiatives are
meant to ensure that people
do not become unwitting car-
riers of the virus and are well
informed about the preven-
tive measures to be adopted,”

said Lt Col Abhinav Navneet,
Defence PRO.

In order to help the people
to manage the stresses relat-

ed to Covid-19 and to provide
immediate relief to those
seeking advice, helpline
numbers have been activated

across the UT. The helplines
are a critical resource for the
people and will address the
questions of the residents.

Army pitches in, sets up helplines Admn calls
volunteers,
retd docs
Tribune News Service 

Srinagar, March 24
The Srinagar administration
has called for volunteers (non-
government doctors and para-
medics) who wish to work
along with doctors and medical
staff for the community serv-
ice in the ongoing fight against
Covid-19 that has brought the
whole world to a standstill.

District Magistrate Srina-
gar, Shahid Iqbal Choudhary
tweeted, “Non-government
doctors and paramedics who
may wish to volunteer for
community services along
with our outstanding doctor
colleagues in pry healthcare
and surveillance may join the
District Disaster Management
Authority covid20chal-
lenge@gmail.com”.

In another tweet, he
announced that he received at
least 36 e-mails from volun-
teers within five minutes.

He also said they wanted
minimum footprints on the
ground and would encourage
home delivery system of
essentials which was being
worked out. The government
has also announced that it will
provide people ration in
advance for two months. 

The Jammu and Kashmir
Government spokesperson,
Rohit Kansal also said retired
doctors would be hired
against vacancies on contract
for one year for fighting the
Covid-19 in under served
areas.  He said the decision
would be taken in the emer-
gency meeting of the Adviso-
ry Council. With the Valley
going for a lockdown for a long
period after three cases tested
positive so far, the authorities
are taking several measures to
minimise the footprints of
locals outside and have asked
them to stay in their homes. 

The grocery stores and
other shops have also been
asked to remain shut and
not to gather crowd. 

HELPLINES
The Srinagar residents can ask for help on 0194-
2467326. The residents of other districts can seek assis-
tance through the helpline at Baramulla (0195-2238826),
Kupwara (0195-5252996), Shalteng (0194-2496618),
Awantipora (0193-3247087), Nagrota (0191-2547896),
Akhnoor (0192-4254244), Rajouri (0196-2262477),
Batote (0199-8244361), Palma (0196-2261503), Reasi
(0199-124 5319) and Narian (0196-0230026). 

The helpline numbers for the UT of Ladakh are Leh
(01982- 259011), Karu (01982- 249078), Kumbathang
(01935- 278113) and Partapur (01980- 221013). The
helplines will be active round the clock to address gen-
eral questions and concerns regarding the prevention of
Covid-19.

ROUND-THE-CLOCK SERVICE
■ The Army has established mul-
tiple telephone helplines to pro-
vide information and assistance
to the people
■ It said the helplines are a criti-
cal resource for the people and
will address the questions of the
residents and provide the up-to-
date information resource
■ The helplines will be active
round the clock to address gen-
eral questions and concerns
regarding the prevention of
Covid-19

Now, 7 cases in UT
■ One of the positive cases, a 57-year-old man of Natipora in Sri-

nagar, was a co-passenger of the woman who was the first
positive case of Kashmir, on their return from Jeddah in Saudi
Arabia. He concealed his travel history from health authorities.

■ The second patient is a 67-year-old man of Hyderpora in Srina-
gar. He is a well-known preacher of Deobandi thought of Islam,
with a long travel history within India. 

■ The third patient is a 22-year-old Bandipora youth, who had
travelled outside Jammu and Kashmir. His contact tracing is
on. With these three positive cases, the total number of Covid
cases in UT has gone up to seven.

Security guard and paramedic staff outside an isolation ward. 

Tribune News Service

Srinagar, March 24
Two Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) men were killed
in a fratricide incident inside a
water wing camp of the force
at the Dal Lake, officials said.

Spokesman for the CRPF
Neeraj Rathore said the fratri-
cide incident took place at
around 4 pm.

“We are trying to ascertain
the reason that led to the inci-
dent,” he said. He identified
the slain two CRPF men as
Constable Siju and Constable
Jala Vijay of 114 Battalion.

“Initial inputs reveal that it
was Jala who opened fire on
his colleague and later shot
himself,” the spokesman said.

The two jawans were later
taken to a hospital, where doc-
tors declared them brought
dead on arrival.

The shooting created panic
in the area. Soon after the inci-
dent, police and CRPF officials
rushed to the spot.

CRPF jawan kills
colleague, self

The slain two CRPF men
as Constable Siju and
Constable Jala Vijay of
114 Battalion.

Four hospitals designated to isolate and treat patients

A deserted Regal Chowk near Lal Chowk in Srinagar on Tuesday.
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One riot after another  

Covid effect on aviation
Covid-19 has badly hit the tourism
industry all over, including India,
what with all train, bus and airline
services coming to a halt. The air-
lines have been adopting cost-cut-
ting measures because they are
fast running out of cash. The
longer the crisis lasts, the more
likely it is that the future of avia-
tion cannot be guaranteed without
the government’s aid. At present,
no one can foresee the conse-
quences. The aviation industry has
to counter this extraordinary situa-
tion with drastic and sometimes
painful measures. Airline compa-
nies may stare at ruin if the prob-
lem persists for too long.  

GURPREET S MALHOTRA, MOHALI

Lockdown mode
The country has gone into a lock-
down mode. The situation should
be used to regain or enhance the
quality of domestic life. People will
get enough time to introspect and
think, discuss ways to make life
happier or doubts. Even in cases
where couples have a strained rela-
tionship and are not on talking
terms, this is the best time to
restart. They can spring a surprise
by exchanging conventional roles
and teaching life skills to children.
These times can also be used to add

to knowledge about the things people
wanted to know, but did not have the
time to find the answer to. Additional-
ly, people can play indoor games with
family members. 

SC DHALL, ZIRAKPUR  

Take to distancing 
The Janata Curfew announced by the
PM was laudable and followed by the
public. But the second part of the
appeal, to thank the doctors and oth-
er workers during this crucial time of
beating thaali, was taken as amuse-
ment and people came out in groups,
unmindful of distancing from each
other. As a result, states have been
forced to impose curfew in the inter-
est of the public. It is our duty to fol-
low the orders. Also, we need patience
as the infection has created panic and
fear. That is why the government is
pressing upon avoiding non-essential
travel. We should avoid travelling to
crowded places. It is very important
to take control measures. So, avoiding
social gatherings, crowed places and
shaking hands is a must.

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR 

Corona effect
The Covid outbreak has become
one the biggest considerations
today for the common people. This
has varied effects on people. But,
this pandemic has had one com-

mon effect on every person — it
has disrupted the everyday life of
people. First, students have been
adversely affected. School and col-
leges have been shut down, their
daily activities like playing outside
and meeting friends has been dis-
turbed. Being a Class XI student, I
can understand it well. Second,
working class people have also
been disturbed as they see liveli-
hoods shut down totally. Everyone
is worried about income and daily
needs, despite the PM assuring
that no one will suffer due to lack of
supplies. We should hope for things
to be normal again.

GUNTAS SINGH GILL, LUDHIANA

Bhagat Singh’s legacy
This is with reference to articles on
Bhagat Singh (March 23). Non-vio-
lence is the hallmark of our nation,
but it came as a setback when Mahat-
ma Gandhi was assassinated. Those
who seek to portray Bhagat Singh as
one committed to terror show inade-
quate regard for his commitment.
Cheering in the name of Bhagat
Singh is justified, but it should be con-
trolled as the aim is not to injure any-
one. Their anniversaries should be
taken seriously. We must not shy away
from his ideas. His followings are
tough but his iconic stature makes our
belief more impressive in him. Social

groups and civil society organisations
have taken up the issue time and
again for installing of Bhagat Singh’s
portrait. I stressed on the setting up of
a Bhagat Singh Chair in one of our
universities. By ignoring Bhagat
Singh, we are just half-heartedly
reposing faith in him. Make him a part
of the school curriculum. If we are
unable to put Bhagat Singh on the
national scene, let us make it in our
own state. The choice lies in the court
of the decision makers.

JASVINDER S HUMSAFAR, MALOUDH

Drama in MP
Refer to the write-up on the political
scenario in Madhya Pradesh — what
has happened as well as future
assessment about the toppling of the
BJP government if the byelections
on 23 seats went in favour of the
Congress. While anticipating the
results of these seats in favour of the
BJP, the writer forgot to analyse
whether the previous candidates of
the BJP, who fought elections
against the Congress and lost,
resigned and sided with the BJP, will
not demand the party ticket. And in
case they failed, they may sabotage
the chances of the official candidate.
Let the byelection be announced
and the country will see another
power struggle in the state.

R BANSAL, KURUKSHETRA

Jagdish Chander

IT had been raining outside and
I felt cosy, wrapped in a blanket
on the bed. The morning alarm

had alerted me half an hour back,
but the mind seemed rebellious. I
could hear the occasional thunder-
ing of the clouds and the streak of
lightning through the thin cur-
tains on the window.

However, the temptation of reading
the morning newspaper could not be
resisted any longer and I opened the
door half-heartedly, not sure of the
arrival of the newspaper at the
doorstep. I felt the chill of the weather
outside as wet, icy winds overpowered
me to enter the room through a half-
open door. Hurriedly, I started looking

around to get hold of the newspaper,
but couldn’t see anywhere. Perhaps
due to the incessant rain and unex-
pected chill, the hawker had not been
able to deliver the paper as yet. 

I closed the door and went to the
kitchen for sips of hot water. After a
few moments, feeling restless with-
out the newspaper, I opened the
door again to start the search
afresh. Now, I ventured a little out-
side and felt happy to see the wrap
of the newspaper lying at one of the
steps. I rushed to pick the bundle
and returned to my room with a
sense of strange gratification. 

Before I started unfolding the
paper, my thoughts went to that skin-
ny boy who had delivered the paper
in spite of the unfavourable morning

weather. I was drawn to a series of
thoughts — what does a newspaper
cost, only Rs 4-5? But the delivery is
regular in spite of the vagaries of
weather. And what a paper! It encom-
passes the whole world, throwing up
so many options of reading... a com-
plete package of reading material…
but all this finally at what cost?

During college days, being a stu-
dent of economics, we were taught
the theory of consumer surplus. To
make it clear, the professor used to
give an example of a match box; in
the sense that it cost only a few paise,
but its utility was far more valuable
and one was ready to buy it even at
any price. Similar was the case of the
newspapers, another excellent exam-
ple of utility under the present-day

relevance of consumer surplus.
My thoughts again go to that deliv-

ery boy who visits in the first week of
every month to collect the payment
of the previous month’s bill. Stand-
ing silently, with his head down,
waiting patiently for the response
from the inmates of the house, he
rarely gets that meagre payment
during his first visit. But without
grumbling or with grudges, he visits
again and again till the payment is
received. But to me, his visit is very
important. Upon hearing the door-
bell, I rush to make the payment
without asking for the bill. Once, I
had deliberately paid him more than
the actual bill in consideration of the
tip. But to my surprise, he adjusted
that extra amount in the next bill. 

FORMER HOME SECRETARY AND
EX-SECRETARY, JUSTICE

INDIA is still trying to get over the
shock of the ghastly communal
riots in Delhi in February, in
which 53 persons were killed and

over 200 injured. And this horrific
tragedy was being enacted when US
President Donald Trump was being
received in India with such meticu-
lously arranged mega events and
attention of the world media was on
India. If the riots were pre-planned, as
claimed by the government, it was an
eminently successful operation. 

India has the dubious distinction of
‘witnessing’ ghastly communal
clashes and the equally shocking dis-
tinction of having learnt nothing
about how to deal with the communal
virus, which is even more deadly
than corona. In fact, if communal
sickness had been given as much
attention as corona, India would have
found an antidote to it long ago.

The most disturbing aspect of these
riots is that they were perpetrated
under the watch of the Centre. The
responsibility for ‘public order’ and
‘police’ in the NCR squarely rests
with the Centre, i.e. the Lt Governor.
The S Balakrishnan Committee, con-
stituted by the Ministry of Home
Affairs in 1989 to suggest the reorgan-
ised structure for the governance of
Delhi, had observed that if full state-
hood were to be given, it would result
in a constitutional division of power
between the Union and the state and
the Union executive would be denud-
ed of executive powers in relation to
matters governed by the State List.
The committee had opined that ‘the
National Capital belongs to the nation
as a whole’. It had, therefore, recom-
mended that the subjects of public
order and police should be excluded

from the purview of the Delhi Legisla-
tive Assembly. The committee had
suggested making a suitable provi-
sion in the Constitution to sanctify the
new structure. It said, ‘We have no
doubt that this will go a long way in
assuring the people of Delhi that the
government structure will be stable
and will not suffer by the play of polit-
ical forces.’ The SC had relied on this
report in its judgment in State of Del-
hi vs Union of India (2018). 

I knew Balakrishnan well and have
regard for his views, but the experi-
ence of the 1984 riots and the recent
riots in Delhi has shattered these
fond hopes. It makes no difference
which party is in power at the Centre
— political compulsions rule
supreme. I am particularly struck by
the common features of these two
ghastly episodes, 36 years apart.

The debate in Parliament on March
11 was most disappointing. It was on
familiar lines — allegations of foreign
funding, conspiracy hatched by a
community, lack of intelligence,
police lethargy, political interference
and so on. Surprisingly, there was no
demand for a thorough probe. The

Congress and other opposition par-
ties blamed the BJP for political com-
plicity, and the BJP returned the vol-
lies by pointing to the Congress
failure in dealing with the ’84 riots. 

In the 2002 Godhra riots and the ’84
riots, civil society took the initiative in
bringing out, in a very short time, solid,
objective reports by persons of impec-
cable integrity to put on record the real
story. This was in sharp contrast to the
often conflicting findings of judicial
and other inquiries by the government.
No such initiative appears to be in the
offing so far. A committee of eminent
citizens, not having any political affil-
iations and who command respect for
their integrity and courage of convic-
tion, be organised soon to bring out
the ‘real’ facts. This is important in
the era of fake news.

It is shocking how little we have
learnt from past riots. In the Delhi
riots, fingers are being pointed at the
MHA and the Government of India,
but there is no mention of the total
dereliction of duty by the Lt Governor
and the Commissioner of Police.
Instead, the Home Minister has com-
plimented the Delhi Police for con-

taining the riots. There could not
have been a greater hypocrisy. For-
mer Delhi Police Commissioner SS
Jog, would say, ‘Delhi Police Com-
missioner comes with a lot of fanfare
on a horse to take charge and, in most
cases, goes on a donkey when he
demits the charge!’

The police went into overdrive soon
after Trump left, and there was a green
light from the top. Suddenly, the police
were visible in all riot-affected areas,
trying to rehabilitate their own image
than anything else. Killing of an IB
officer and the destruction of the
house of a BSF jawan by the rioters
showed how there was no fear of law. It
was a monumental failure of the
police, intelligence agencies and the
law and order machinery as a whole.
And the political leadership cannot
escape responsibility. 

In my book, I have talked of the
importance of separation of religion
from politics, restricting withdrawal
of court cases, strengthening the pro-
visions for calling the Army in aid of
civil power, enacting a law for decla-
ration of martial law, enacting a law
on genocide, enacting a law on recon-
struction and repairs of places of wor-
ship damaged in communal violence,
and vigorously pursuing police and
civil service reforms. 

The Army may not have to be
involved in handling communal riots
if the police become decommunalised
and depoliticised. But, this is a big if.
Due to lack of political will, it is
impossible to bring about police
reforms in any time-bound manner.
Even the directives by the SC in 2006
have largely remained on paper. It is,
therefore, imperative to make legal
provisions for the declaration of mar-
tial law. But, the question still
remains — will anyone take a timely
decision to call in the Army? 

This is a sad commentary on our
vibrant democracy, but instilling
confidence among the citizens and
the minorities in particular is
more important than merely keep-
ing the outward pretences of a
civilian authority. It is high time
India debates the issues dispas-
sionately and rationally.

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

thought for the day
A nation of sheep will beget a government of wolves. 

— Edward R Murrow

FELL SHORT: The Delhi riots were a failure of the police and intelligence agencies.
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Omar’s detention ends
Free Mehbooba, too, and restart political process

THE release of former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah after nearly eight months of detention, coincidentally
at the height of Covid fear, is a timely reminder to the rest of the

country as to how it feels to be locked up. Omar’s release comes 11
days after that of his father and former Chief Minister Farooq Abdul-
lah. Farooq had insisted that his freedom is incomplete till other lead-
ers are released. Now one more ex-CM, the former ally of the BJP,
Mehbooba Mufti continues to be in confinement. With Farooq and
Omar walking free, Mufti’s release can only be a matter of time. But
these developments raise a fundamental question: what did the gov-
ernment achieve by keeping the most important political leaders of
Jammu and Kashmir incarcerated for three quarters of a year?

A former constitutional authority of J&K had recently made an
extremely flippant remark — revealing his confidential conversa-
tion with the head of the Union Territory’s bureaucracy — that
there was apprehension of a thousand people getting killed after the
abrogation of Article 370. This statement exposed a mindset, which
also reflected in the arrest — first under preventive detention, and
then the dreaded Public Safety Act 1978 — of the most popular lead-
ers of the Valley. But contrary to the muscle-flexing bravado of this
variety, it was the maturity and sobriety of the leaders of J&K that
helped people come to terms with the new reality, however harsh
and offensive it might have appeared to them. Even while walking
out of Hari Niwas, Omar Abdullah, who turned 50 in detention, was
mindful of the people’s hardship during these trying times of the
pandemic caused by Novel Coronavirus.

The Centre should now release Mehbooba Mufti, and then act
decisively to restart the political process. The first step is the
restoration of 4G Internet connection, helping people to reconnect
with the world, and also to help them work from home during this
global lockdown, just as the rest of the country does. When Delhi
and Mumbai have finally realised what a lockdown means, they
need to empathise with the people of J&K. 

Covid delays Tokyo Games
Postponement of the Olympics was a foregone conclusion

THE Olympic Games, the greatest show in the world of sports,
have been put off. Tokyo, the city that was scheduled to host
this festival of youth in July-August this year, has witnessed

three Covid-related deaths so far, but across Japan, the number of
fatalities stands at over 40. More than 800 people are currently
infected in the country — and Japan is relatively unscathed. The
number of confirmed cases worldwide passed 3.9 lakh on Tuesday;
about 17,000 people have died. The tragedy continues to unfold —
experts believe that the situation will worsen in the coming weeks.

In the face of this disaster, Japan asked for a one-year postpone-
ment of the Olympics. According to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the
International Olympic Committee acceded to the request. Many ath-
letes had been voicing their concerns; for one, athletes across the
world were unable to train due to the fear of getting infected; two, had
the Games been held on schedule, the athletes would have been
exposed to great dangers in Tokyo because social distancing is impos-
sible in sport. True, most athletes are young, fit and have good immu-
nity against disease, but thousands of players taking back the virus
to their home countries would have multiplied the disaster. Sports
associations in various countries added their voice to the dissent, and
Canada and Australia bluntly said that they would not participate in
the Olympics if the event was not postponed to 2021.

As is often the case, the biggest fear was the loss of money — Japan
had pumped in over $12 billion into the project. At least 60 sponsors
are involved. The Olympics have become such a massive financial
machinery that investors have started prioritising capital over sport
and, indeed, life. For many people, sport is a matter of life and death
— in a time of disaster, it becomes evident that this is merely rhetoric.
Sport is not more important than life. And this is no time for sport.

Delhi communal clashes confirm that there is lack of political will, always 

MADHAV GODBOLE

on this day...50 years ago

Kashmir Assembly to meet on March 28
NEW DELHI, March 24—The prorogued session of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly will be reconvened on March 28 to resume the considera-
tion of the State Budget for 1970-71, Mr. G.M. Sadiq, Chief Minister,
announced here today. The Jammu and Kashmir Congress Legislature
Party will meet a day earlier, on March 27 at 5 p.m. at Jammu, he told
newsmen. These decisions were taken following a rapprochement
reached between the rival groups, led by Mir Qasim and Mr. Sadiq, in the
Congress Legislature Party, at the intervention of the Prime Minister and
other ruling Congress leaders. Mr. Sadiq had a 45-minute meeting with
the Prime Minister this evening and Mir Qasim at noon. After meeting
the Prime Minister, Mr. Sadiq told newsmen that the party meetings at
Jammu on March 27 would discuss the strategy of the party on the Bud-
get. There would be a formal vote of confidence in his leadership but the
meeting would give evidence that the party was united. He said in
answer to a question that the proposal to reshuffle the Cabinet was
under consideration for a long time. Reshuffle would be made, but not
immediately. Commenting on the revolt in the party, Mr. Sadiq said: “It
was a storm in a teacup. Knew before I came to Delhi that the situation
would improve, it has now improved and would improve further. Our
party is one and there is now greater understanding after the meetings
with the Central leaders.”  Asked what changes in the organisational
side would take place in the light of the compromise, the Chief Minis-
ter said that a meeting of the Jammu and Kashmir PCC would be called
after a proper notice. He did not elaborate further.

ambala,wednesday, march 25, 1970 
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Instilling confidence among citizens, especially the
minorities, is more important than merely keeping 

the outward pretences of a civilian authority.
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THE Associated Press report-
ed from Rome on March 19
that “a visiting Chinese Red
Cross team criticised Ital-

ians’ failure to properly quarantine
themselves and take the national
lockdown seriously.”

On March 12, Lijian Zhao, the offi-
cial spokesman for the Chinese For-
eign Ministry, tweeted that Covid-19
virus originated in the US. Zhao’s
allegation was obviously preposter-
ous, because if the US had indeed
done any such thing, it would have
first taken steps to ensure the pro-
tection of its own population, know-
ing very well that the virus would
inevitably spill over into its territo-
ry. It would not have found itself in
the sorry state it is in today. 

US President Donald Trump was so
offended by the allegation that in his
press conference on March 18, he angri-
ly denied it, and insisted on calling
Covid the ‘Chinese virus’. He repeated
the nomenclature a couple of times.

On March 18, Eduardo Bolsonaro,
the son of Brazil’s President Jair Bol-
sonaro, tested positive for the coron-
avirus. He issued a tweet in which he
likened China’s role in the coron-
avirus outbreak to that of the erstwhile
Soviet Union during the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster, alleging a cover-up.
“It’s China’s fault and freedom is the
answer,” he tweeted.

His comments, which echoed those
of Trump, provoked an angry
response from the Chinese embassy
in Brasilia, which tweeted that he had
contracted a ‘mental virus’ while in
the US a few days ago. 

“Sadly, you are a person without
any international vision or common
sense,” the Chinese embassy tweet-
ed. “We suggest you don’t rush to
become the US spokesman in Brazil,
or risk an ugly fall.” Eduardo Bol-
sonaro is also the principal foreign
policy adviser to his father and the
head of the Congressional Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs.

The above incidents point to two
things. First, China is trying hard to
deny that Covid-19 originated in
Wuhan. Second, China is trying to
change the narrative about the virus
to suggest that the Chinese authori-
ties did a heroic job in containing its
spread inside China, and is now offer-
ing support to other countries to over-
come the crisis caused by the virus
within their borders.

Both points are wrong. And there is
evidence to prove that. In an article
published in the Global Times on Jan-
uary 1, it is stated that the seafood
market in Wuhan had been closed
“after 27 people were hospitalised in
December 2019 with unidentified
pneumonia.” Most of them were ven-
dors in the market. In another article
published in the newspaper on Febru-
ary 22, it is stated that a ‘wider
spread’ of the virus took place in the
Wuhan seafood market in ‘early
December (2019).’

Now, the question is: what did the
Chinese authorities do when the out-
break took place in Wuhan in early
December? The answer: Nothing.
More than three weeks were thus
lost. And the lockdown was imposed

on Wuhan only on January 23, result-
ing in the loss of another more than
three weeks. Thus, the Chinese
authorities virtually took no action
and did not alert the world for seven
to eight weeks after the virus was
first detected in Wuhan. And all this
while, the virus was making its way
all over the world, creating a crisis of
unimaginable proportions.

One cannot help asking: Would the
Chinese have kept quiet for so many
weeks if the coronavirus were
brought into their country by the US
or some other nation? The answer is
an emphatic no.

Moreover, is it a heroic act to
impose a lockdown on Wuhan on

January 23, almost eight weeks after
a ‘wider spread’ of the virus took
place in Wuhan in ‘early December
(2019),’ according to their own news-
paper, the Global Times.

In addition, as widely reported in
the global media, the Chinese author-
ities harassed and silenced 34-year
old Chinese doctor Li Wenliang, who
first raised the alarm about the coro-
navirus on December 30, 2019. He
died on February 7, after contracting
the disease while working at the
Wuhan Central Hospital.

The true narrative of the coron-
avirus should state that the virus
originated in the seafood market of
Wuhan, and that the Chinese

authorities suppressed the informa-
tion about the outbreak of the dis-
ease for several weeks before it
became impossible for them to hide
it from the world. The Chinese
exported their virus to the rest 
of the world, which is still strug-
gling to control it.

Meanwhile, having controlled the
coronavirus in their own country,
the Chinese are busy accusing the
US of producing the virus, which is a
lie, and lecturing other countries,
such as Italy, about what they should
do to control it.

China did not just create a prob-
lem for itself, it created a problem
of devastating proportions for the
whole world in terms of lives lost
and economies damaged. The world
should not let China off the hook by
buying the phoney narrative it is
trying to peddle.

The world in general, and India in
particular, should draw some impor-
tant lessons from this crisis. One of
them is that the dependence on Chi-
na for strategic goods, such as
Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(API), for India’s pharmaceutical
industry, should be ended. India
imports around 70 per cent of its
API from China. Self-reliance
should be created in the strategic
goods sector irrespective of the
extra cost involved. China’s leaders
have a record of halting exports of
strategic goods (such as rare-earth
minerals) to punish countries that
have defied them. 

One also hopes that the coronavirus
crisis will finally convince India’s
decision-makers not to award the 5G
contract to Huawei. We cannot out-
source our strategic communications
network to an adversarial and unreli-
able country like China.

UNDER FIRE: The world should not let China off the hook for creating a crisis of unimaginable proportions.

The true narrative of the
coronavirus should state

that the virus originated in
the seafood market of
Wuhan, and that the
Chinese authorities

suppressed information
about the outbreak for
several weeks before it

became impossible for them
to hide it from the world.

AN Indian law, the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), is
being contested by a rank out-
sider ‘world body’, the United

Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (UNHCHR), purportedly repre-
senting global ‘interests’.

Contextually though, one doesn’t
have any issue with the UNHCHR flag-
ging its concern on India’s action (initi-
ated through an Act of Parliament) and
moving the Supreme Court, but one
wonders whether the UN body
expressed apprehension in the past and
intervened in the internal affairs of
three countries which constitute the
focus of the CAA. Did the UNHCHR
ever apply the same yardstick during
unfolding developments in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pak-
istan?

Diplomats are likely to miss nuances
of constitutional law of the nation as
and when municipal law is brought
face to face with international law on
the high table. Let’s, therefore, go
through the basics of two laws: munici-
pal and international law — as defined
by, and universally accepted, Black’s
Law Dictionary. The former is “internal
law of a nation, as opposed to interna-
tional law.” The Constitution of India,
being the internal/municipal law of the
nation, is “opposed to international
law”, and hence vice versa. Of course,
“opposed to” doesn’t mean, or create,
an enmity between the two laws;
instead, it clarifies with utmost care that
the two laws are separate, and not insep-
arable, and hence cannot intrude into

each other’s territory. They certainly
aren’t necessary and complementary
to each other. It could be a matter of
subjective convergence at times, but it
certainly cannot be an indisputable
objective reality all the time. 

International law is described thus
by Black’s Law Dictionary: “The
legal system governing the relation-
ship between nations; more modern-
ly, (beginning 18th century) the law of
international relations, embracing
not only nations but also such partic-
ipants as international organisations
and individuals (such as those who
invoke their human rights or commit
war crimes).” Also, termed “public
international law; law of nations; law
of nature and nations; jus gentium

(Latin for law of nations). The body of
law, taken to be common to all
civilised people, and applied in deal-
ing with the relations between
Roman citizens and foreigners); for-
eign relations law; inter-state law; law
between states (the word ‘state’, in
the latter two phrases, being equiva-
lent to nation or country).”  

Coming to CAA, let’s be clear that the
law has been made by Parliament of
sovereign India. Parliament is the cre-
ation of the Constitution which, in turn,
came into effect on January 26, 1950,
through the Constituent Assembly
which sat from December 9, 1946, to
December 9, 1949. Thus speaks the Pre-
amble to the Constitution: “We, the peo-
ple of India... in our Constituent Assem-

bly this twenty-sixth day of November,
1949, do hereby adopt, enact and give to
ourselves this Constitution.”

One of the most prominent chapters
of this Constitution is Part III contain-
ing Fundamental Rights spanning Arti-
cles 12 to 35. Citizenship doesn’t fall
under Fundamental Rights, but under
the preceding Chapter II: Articles 5 to
11. It must be noted that citizenship
cannot be claimed as a Fundamental
Right by any non-Indian on the plea of
discrimination, especially one not an
‘original/by birth inhabitant’ of India.

Before 1947, too, there was India, a big-
ger one. If a pre-1947-born Indian comes
to post-1947 India, can he/she be stopped
as being foreigner/intruder/illegal immi-
grant? This fundamental issue cre-
ates the biggest hassle for political
parties owing to different interest
groups, besides the multi-dimension-
al polity of the subcontinent.

India has faced a perpetual problem
of minorities fleeing Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan. It has
always been an extremely complex
scenario: first, the influx of non-Mus-
lims from these Muslim-dominated
neighbouring nations, and subse-
quently Muslims, into India. 

Regarding the CAA, it began with
the Citizenship Act, 1955, which today
stands as the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019. Of the original Act’s
19 sections, 15 remain intact. Four sec-
tions have been amended: 2, 6B, 7D
and 18; and of the four Schedules, the
third has been amended.

The amendment to the Third Sched-

ule provided that for a person belonging
to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or
Christian community in Afghanistan,
Bangladesh or Pakistan, the aggregate
period of residence or service of Govern-
ment of India as required under this
clause shall be read as ‘not less than five
years’ in place of not less than 11 years.

Understandably, the omission of the
word ‘Muslim’ has led to allegations
of violation of Article 14 (equality
before law) of the Constitution. The
Article says: “The State shall not deny
to any person equality before the law
or the equal protection of the laws
within the territory of India.” 

Clearly, Article 14 constitutes the ful-
crum of the CAA, revolving around the
words: ‘within the territory of India’.
Since Kabul, Islamabad and Dhaka
don’t fall ‘within the territory of India’,
no act of ‘equality’ or ‘discrimination’
would fall under the purview of the
Indian Constitution as the entire mat-
ter gets shifted to the External Affairs
Ministry’s policy decision: “whom to
give/grant visa/citizenship and whom to
reject.” Thus, whereas Taslima Nas-
reen, a Bengali Muslim from Dhaka, is
repeatedly denied Indian citizenship, a
Muslim Pakistani Air Force officer’s
son, Adnan Sami, is granted citizen-
ship. Both are Muslims. One welcome.
The other unwelcome. Hence, to chal-
lenge the CAA on the grounds of viola-
tion of the Constitution may not be easy
because, in the end, it’s the privilege of
the State to grant citizenship to a for-
eign national. That’s international law.
It’s hard to comprehend how it can fall

ABHIJIT BHATTACHARYYA
ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT

India has faced a perpetual
problem of minorities
fleeing Afghanistan,

Bangladesh and Pakistan.
To challenge the CAA on 

the grounds of violation of
the Constitution may not be
easy because, in the end,

it’s the privilege of the State
to grant citizenship to a
foreign national. That’s

international law. It’s hard
to comprehend how it can

fall under the ambit of
municipal law.

Viewing CAA through prism of international law

PRETEXT: Citizenship cannot be claimed as a fundamental right by any 
non-Indian on the plea of discrimination.

NIRAJ SRIVASTAVA
FORMER AMBASSADOR 

Red herrings of the coronavirus narrative

su do ku calendar forecast
MARCH 25, 2020, WEDNESDAY

■ Vikrami Samvat 2077

■ Shaka Samvat 1942

■ Chaitra Shaka 5

■ Chaitra Parvishte 12

■ Hijari 1441

■ Shukla Paksha Tithi 1, up to 5.27 pm  

■ Brahma Yoga up to 3:36 pm

■ Revti Nakshatra 

■ Moon in Pisces sign

■ Gandmool start 4:19 am

■ Vikrami Samvat 2077 start

■ Chaitra Navratre start.

ACROSS
1 Lockjaw (7)
5 Crouch in fear (5)
8 Determinedly (4,1,4)
9 Tear open (3)
10 Fury (4)
12 Be conspicuous (5,3)
14 Gain (6)
15 Consider (6)
17 German shepherd dog (8)
18 Male deer (4)
21 Sequence (3)
22 Ensure (9)
24 Build (5)
25 Excess (7)

DOWN
1 Stand very high (5)
2 Dram of liquor (3)
3 Undiluted (4)
4 Evasive (6)
5 Culinary strainer (8)
6 Fine painting, for

example (4,2,3)
7 Reckoned to be such (7)
11 Sound judgment (4,5)
13 Maintain one’s position

(3,5)
14 Treeless grassy plain (7)
16 Spanish cellist (6)
19 Outstanding (5)
20 Pleasing to the eye (4)
23 To bind (3)

quick crossword

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION
Across: 1 Exercise, 5 Dash, 9 Satin, 10 Anxious, 11 Under protest, 13 Rotate, 14 Strait,
17 With one voice, 20 Entrant, 21 Adapt, 22 Tart, 23 Unseemly.
Down: 1 Else, 2 Extinct, 3 Conventional, 4 Scampi, 6 Abode, 7 Hesitate, 8 Extortionate,
12 Browbeat, 15 Acclaim, 16 Beaten, 18 Tutor, 19 Stay.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

HARD

8 6 1 3 7 2 5 4 9
4 3 2 5 6 9 7 1 8
9 5 7 8 4 1 3 6 2
6 2 9 1 8 3 4 5 7
5 4 3 7 2 6 8 9 1
7 1 8 4 9 5 6 2 3
2 7 6 9 3 4 1 8 5
1 8 4 2 5 7 9 3 6
3 9 5 6 1 8 2 7 4

9 4 5 3

5 2 8 1

7

7 3 6 2

5 1

6 1 9 5

1

3 8 6 4

6 9 2 7

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 28 17

New Delhi 33 19

Amritsar 28 18

Bathinda 28 17

Jalandhar 28 18

Ludhiana 29 18

Bhiwani 30 18

Hisar 29 18

Sirsa 30 18

Dharamsala 21 10

Manali 18 03

Shimla 20 08
Srinagar 12 06

Jammu 24 15

Kargil 05 --02

Leh 11 01

Dehradun 29 13

Mussoorie 15 08

SUNSET: WEDNESDAY 18:37  HRS
SUNRISE: THURSDAY 06:19 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC
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Our Correspondent

Kathua, March 24
A 45-year-old civilian was
injured in Pakistani firing
along the International Bor-
der in the Hiranagar sector
of Kathua district, while
another woman, Rekha
Rani also fell unconscious

after a mortar shell explod-
ed near their house early in
the morning.

The injured has been
identified as Bodh Raj of
Manyari village. He was
shifted to sub-district hos-
pital and after first aid he
was discharged from there.

The shelling and firing

from across the border in
Manyari and adjoining vil-
lages started at 9.35 pm on
Monday and continued
through the night. The
shelling ended around 5 am.

In the cross border
shelling an animal died and
some houses were partially
damaged.

Civilian hurt in Pak firing

Ishfaq Tantry
Tribune News Service

Srinagar, March 24
In view of the spread of
coronavirus and severe
restrictions imposed by the
administration to prevent
its further spread, the J&K
High Court has issued a
detailed circular and guide-
lines for hearing of the
urgent matters only.

As per the new guidelines,
all the urgent matters,
which will be notified in
advance, will be heard
through videoconferencing.

And in case videoconfer-
ence is not available, then
the cases will be heard
through remote video call-
ing through WhatsApp.

The guidelines and circu-
lar in this regard was issued
by the Registration General

of the J&K High Court on
Monday evening and it
would be applicable in both
the wings of the High Court
in Jammu and Srinagar.

As per this order, the
lawyers’ chambers and can-
teen in all the courts across
the J&K have been ordered
to remain closed till March
31, 2020.

The High Court has also
directed that the personal

appearances of accused in
criminal matters shall
stand exempted till the
date as already notified.
Besides, it has been decid-
ed that in the cases relat-
ed to extension of
remand, personal appear-
ances of the accused
would also be exempted
till the time being.

Besides, the magistrates
have been asked to decide
the remand matters
through videoconferencing.

The Registrar (Judicial)
has also been directed to
arrange for complete saniti-
sation of both the wings of
the High Court and the
security staff have been
asked to deploy thermal
scanners at the gates to
detect the suspected coron-
avirus cases.

Only urgent matters
will be heard: HC
Lawyers’ chambers ordered to be closed till March 31

Villagers show the mortar fired by Pakistan at Manyari village in Hira Nagar sector. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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JAMMU, March 24
Amid a complete lockdown to
upscale the offensive against
Coronavirus in the Union
Territory (UT), the demand
for restoration of 4G internet
services has grown louder in
J&K, with the Union Govern-
ment facing sharp criticism
for its alleged “insensitivity”. 

Political parties, including
the state unit of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), along
with individuals and apoliti-
cal groups, have joined the
chorus demanding immedi-
ate restoration of high-speed
internet, which was suspend-
ed in J&K on the intervening
night of August 4 and August
5, 2019, in the wake of scrap-
ping of Article 370. People

have taken to social network-
ing sites to voice their
demand for restoration of
high-speed internet.

“Restoration of 4G in J&K
is critical during this health
emergency. It will help peo-
ple stay informed, aware and
connected with government
guidelines, emergency serv-
ices and family. It will facili-
tate working from home for
students and employees,”
said Vikramaditya Singh,
scion of royal Dogra family,
who had contested parlia-
mentary elections from
Kathua-Udhampur-Doda
Lok Sabha seat on Congress
ticket unsuccessfully.

The BJP said it was an
appropriate time for the Cen-
tre to consider the restoration
of 4G in the UT. 

“The J&K administration
should allow 4G services of
mobile network in the UT as
it will help the people to cope-
up with the unprecedented
situation. The government’s
actions have brought the
desired results and it is
appropriate time now to con-
sider allowing the use of 4G,”
Ashwani Kumar Chrungoo,
senior BJP and Kashmiri
Pandit leader, said.

“At 2G speed, it’s not possi-
ble for our startups, students
and employees to work from

home Sir. Please
#Restore4GinJK,” Jammu
Kashmir Startups Associa-
tion stated in a tweet to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Altaf Bukhari, president of
the newly floated Jammu
Kashmir Apni Party (JKAP),
has also urged the Union
Home Minister to restore
high-speed mobile internet
in the UT, saying “It would
enable people, especially stu-
dents, to remain engaged
inside their homes, thereby
effectively containing the

global pandemic Covid”. 
“Since all schools, colleges

and universities are closed,
millions of students are miss-
ing classes, creating an
unparalleled education dis-
ruption in the region. Earlier,
classes were affected due to
disruptions created by
August 5, 2019, decisions,”
Bukhari said. 

Iltija Mufti, daughter of
former chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti, had
recently said, “World is bat-
tling Coronavirus but the
J&K administration is still
unrelenting and refuses to
lift the inhuman ban on 4G.
In times of Covid pandemic,
access to internet and infor-
mation is a necessity, not a
privilege. Are Kashmiri
lives so cheap?”

Residents’ demand for 4G internet gets shriller

■ As per the new guide-
lines, all the urgent mat-
ters, which will be noti-
fied in advance, will be
heard through video-con-
ferencing.

■ In case video-conference
is not available, cases
will be heard through
remote video calling
through WhatsApp

Our Correspondent

Leh, March 24
The total number of Covid
positive cases in Union Ter-
ritory Ladakh has now
reduced from 13 to 11, with
two infected patients get-
ting cured and discharged
from the hospital. 

The 11 patients include
nine from Leh District and
two from Kargil District.

Ladakh UT Spokesper-
son Commissioner Secre-
tary Rigzin Samphel said
only 11 positive cases were
left in Ladakh as two Covid
patients had now tested
negative, twice. Both were
discharged from the isola-
tion ward of SNM Hospital,
Leh, on Monday night.

However, the duo have
further been placed in quar-
antine for another 15 days.
The sample results of 30
were still awaited.

Meanwhile, Union Terri-
tory Ladakh has not report-

ed any positive case of
Covid for the past two days.

Samphel said the Health
Department had received
18 samples on Monday
night and all had tested
negative.

These samples included
15 from Kargil and three
from Leh.

The negative sample
reports also included that of
a passenger of GoAir-617,
who was admitted at SNM
Hospital, Leh, after
deboarding at KBR airport,
Leh, he added.

Two Covid patients
recover in Ladakh

❝The J&K administration should allow 4G services
of mobile network in the UT as it will help the people
to cope-up with the unprecedented situation. The
government’s actions have brought the desired
results and it is appropriate time now to consider
allowing the use of 4G.❞

Ashwani Kumar Chrungoo, SENIOR BJP AND KASHMIRI PANDIT LEADER.

HC tells J&K, Ladakh administration
to punish those hiding travel history
Jammu, March 24
Taking a serious note of
reports that some people
were concealing their for-
eign travelling history
amid spread of Covid, the
J&K High Court on Tues-
day asked authorities of
J&K and Ladakh UTs to
strictly punish violators of
the norms in accordance
with the law.

A divisional bench (DB) of
the high court, comprising
Chief Justice Gita Mittal
and Justice Sindhu Shar-
ma, directed authorities of
both the UTs to enforce
their notifications, instruc-
tions and orders regarding
all disclosures, including
the travel history, quaran-

tining and isolation, strin-
gently. UT authorities shall
take strict measures to
ensure that all require-
ments are strictly enforced,
the Bench said. It further
said judicial notice could be

taken of the several com-
plaints being made in the
electronic and the print
media with regards to per-
sons concealing their for-
eign travel history to escape
the mandatory quarantine.

“Some of such persons
have been found to be infect-
ed and huge public resources
have been expended on
tracking, not only these per-
sons, but their several con-
tacts during the period up to
their detection”, the Court
observed and directed
authorities to enforce their
orders stringently. All
authorities of the UTs shall
take strict measures to
ensure that all requirements
are strictly enforced. TNS

2 SMVDU professors
hide travel history
Two professors of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University
(SMVDU) were forcibly tak-
en into quarantine after
they concealed their travel
history. “Two professors of
SMVDU were taken to a
quarantine centre after
they hid their travel history,”
Deputy Commissioner,
Reasi, Indu Chib said.

Tribune News Service

Shimla, March 24
Shimla and its surrounding
areas and some other parts
of Himachal were lashed by
swerve thunderstorm
accompanied by lightning,
sharp showers and sleet
this afternoon. Dark convic-
tive clouds overcast the sky
and thick fog engulfed the
landscape reducing the vis-
ibility to few metres.

Manali, with 18 mm of
rains, was the wettest in the
region followed by Sunder-

nagar 14 mm, Shimla 9 mm,
Kangra and Dharamsala 8
mm each, Dalhousie 7 mm
and Bhunter 5 mm. 

The day temperatures
dropped by few notches
and Nahan was the hottest
in day with 25°C. Keylong
was the coldest at night
with a low of -0.5°.

The Met office has issued
yellow warning of heavy
rains accompanied by light-
ning, hails storm and gusty
winds with the speed of 3-040
kmph in low and mid hills on
March 26.

Thunderstorm in
Shimla, other areas

Ambika Sharma
Tribune News Service

Solan, March 24
Managements of as many as
five industrial units have
been booked under section
188, 269 and 270 of the IPC
in the Baddi-Barotiwala-
Nalagarh industrial area for
defying the lockdown direc-
tions today. As per state gov-
ernment directions all
industrial units, except food
and pharmaceutical manu-
facturers, were directed to
close their manufacturing
operations yesterday.

SP Baddi, Rohit Malpani,
said the police found 11 work-
ers undertaking manufactur-
ing activity under the super-
vision of Sanjay Kumar in
one unit, Krish Flexi Packs,
at Khera village in Nalagarh
industrial area at mid-night.

A steel unit, Kundlas Loha

Udyog, was found operational
at Barotiwala this morning by
a police team. A large number
of workers were found
engaged in work in violation
of the directions for closing all
industrial units.

In another case, 10 workers
were found engaged in man-
ufacturing activity at Norton
Laboratories and Packaging
Industry located at Export
Promotion Industrial Park,
Phase I, Jharmajri, in the

Baddi industrial area this
morning by naib tehsildar
Balraj Negi. The unit was
operating without any per-
mission and the workers had
not been provided any safety
masks or sanitisers.

5 Baddi units booked for
defying lockdown orders

Earth digging machines were engaged by Baddi police to dig
deep pits on the escape routes leading to Baddi toll barrier.

All industrial units, except food & pharma, were directed to shut manufacturing 

DISOBEDIENCE OF
ORDERS

■ These units have been
booked for disobedience
of orders, negligence and
malignant act likely to
spread infection which
attracts simple imprison-
ment up to six months
and a fine

■ Baddi police dug up (in pic)
several escape routes
along the riverbeds at the
Baddi inter-state toll barri-
er by engaging earth dig-
ging machines as bike-
borne youth have been
trying to enter this industri-
al belt from the neighbour-
ing Haryana

Tribune News Service

Shimla, March 24
The government has decid-
ed to distribute wheat flour
and rice to the National
Food Security Act (NFSA)
families for April and May.
The authorities have been
directed to immediately dis-
tribute the quota, a
spokesperson for the Food
and Civil Supplies Depart-
ment said here today.

The supplies have been
allocated district wise. The
government will distrib-
ute hand sanitisers and
masks to the people in
every panchayat. 

Ration for
the poor 

Tribune News Service 

Shimla, March 24
Education, Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Suresh Bhardwaj on
Monday urged the citi-
zens to stay indoors.
Besides, he appealed to
the medical staff to pro-
tect themselves from the
deadly coronavirus trans-
mission by observing
social distancing.

He inspected DDU hospi-
tal and subsequently
announced a grant of ~8
lakh from the MLA fund

for the hospital. With the
money, equipment, masks
and sanitisers can be
arranged to treat the
patients properly.

He said the state govern-
ment had ordered lock-
down in the state from Mon-
day onwards, and urged
citizens to stay indoors for
the next 14 days and call off
all social events.

He said it would be
ensured that the patients
don’’t face any trouble in
getting to the isolation ward.
So far, no case of Covid had
been reported in Shimla. 

~8 lakh announced
for Shimla hospital

Our Correspondent

Palampur, March 24
In view of the Covid crisis,
the Kangra Deputy Commis-
sioner has ordered the clo-
sure of the Pathankot-Mandi
NH-154. The highway will
remain open only for essen-
tial services like the supply
of foodgrain, milk, vegeta-
bles, medicines or ambu-
lance services. 

The Palampur-Hamirpur
highway connecting
Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Solan
and Shimla  districts has
also been closed. Barricades
have been put up at Thakur-
dwara  (Palampur) and
Ghatta near Baijnath on
these highways. People are
being told to return to their
homes. Orders have been
issued to impound vehicles
in case of violations.  

Palampur SDM Dharmesh
Ramotra,  while briefing
mediapersons  here this
afternoon, said the Union
Government had asked the

state governments to keep
only essential services func-
tional in districts where con-
firmed cases of Covid-19
have surfaced or where peo-
ple have died.  He  said  it
had also  been decided to
stop the inter-state bus serv-
ices till March 31. 

The SDM said police
check posts had been set
up at 15 points in Palam-
pur and no vehicles were

allowed to move except
those pertaining to essen-
tial services. He said all
health institutions, banks,
petrol pumps, fair price
shops and grocery outlets
were functioning normally. 

He asked people to call
the control room set up in
his office in case of any dif-
ficulty. Besides, ambu-
lance services are also at
the disposal of public, for
which the medical super-
intendent could be con-
tacted anytime. 

He said all efforts were
being made to make avail-
able essential services at
reasonable rates. Shop-
keepers had been directed
to not give bulk supply of
food grains and restrict the
same to 10 kg of rice and
wheat flour to each family. 

He said the district
administration had also
contacted the Verka man-
agement in Punjab for a
smooth supply of milk
to Kangra. 

Pathankot-Mandi highway
shut, essential services on  

Our Correspondent

Palampur, March 24
In view of the ongoing lock-
down, the district adminis-
tration has urged the resi-
dents of Kangra not to step
out of their houses and pro-
tect themselves from the
outbreak of Covid. The
administration also
appealed to the locals to
cooperate with the authori-
ties and follow the guide-
lines of the government.

Briefing mediapersons,
Palampur SDM Dharmesh

Ramotra said from Tuesday
onwards, the administration
would introduce stringent
measures to deal with peo-
ple seen roaming around
the streets in violation of the
government orders. He said
more police personnel
would be deployed in the
future, if the situation
demanded. It was being
done because back in the
day, the police officials had a
hard time dealing with peo-
ple who failed to under-
stand the importance of
home quarantine. 

Admn urges locals
to follow guidelines

Our Correspondent

Nurpur, March 24
Following the recommen-
dation of the mining
department, the Himachal
Pradesh Electricity Board
Ltd. (HPSEBL) yesterday
disconnected the power
supply of Shivam Stone
Crusher at Mand Boghar-
wan in Indora subdivision
for allegedly indulging in
illegal mining activities
beyond the mining lease
area. The owner of the unit
had been granted mining
lease besides requisite
permission by the state
government. 

The Mining Officer (MO),
Nurpur, had served 15
days’ notice to the owner
on February 17, directing
him to suspend operations
immediately.

In the notice, the crusher
owner was accused of car-
rying out mechanical min-
ing with chain-mounted
excavators beyond his
legalised mining lease,
absence of lease boundary
pillars in the lease area,
non-payment of royalty to
the state exchequer and
keeping unaccounted stock
of finished minerals like
sand and grit. The mining
authorities had served a
notice under Rule 71 and
71(A) of HP Minor Minerals
Rules-2015.

Neeraj Kant, MO, told
The Tribune that the owner
of the stone crusher had
failed to respond to the
department’s notice
served on him on February
17 and finally the HPSE-
BL’s local authorities were
told to disconnect the pow-
er supply to the unit. He
said the power supply to
the unit would be restored
after recovering fine.

Power supply
to stone
crushing unit
snapped

Deserted markets of Palampur
after curfew. RAVINDER SOOD 
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Lucknow, March 24
Keeping his promise of pro-
viding a subsistence wage
to the Covid 19- hit daily
wagers, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday
deposited Rs 1,000 into the
account of 5.97 lakh such
labourers through Real
Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS) transfer.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, Additional Chief Sec-
retary Avanish Awasthi said
this was just the first phase
of the transfer.

A total of 20.23 lakh con-
struction workers registered
with the Department of
Labour and another 15 lakh
people doing odd jobs who
were identified in a statewide
survey would soon receive
the stipend. They include
cart pullers, rickshaw pullers,
kiosk owners and small busi-
nesses affected by the closure
of markets, said Awasthi.

The state government
would soon provide dry
ration of 20-kg wheat and 15-
kg rice per month to 1.65
crore Antyodaya beneficiar-
ies. The 84-lakh pension
holders under various cate-

gories like widow, old age
and disability pension
would also get three
month’s pension at one go
to tide over the Covid-19 cri-
sis. On the other hand,
starting Wednesday the
state government would
extend the complete lock-
down to all 75 districts from
the 17 districts facing lock-
down till today.

Awasthi said the situation
would be closely monitored
by the district administra-

tion and if they find peo-
ple not cooperating in
maintaining the lockdown
then imposing curfew
could not be ruled out.

Until now, 350 FIRs have
been lodged against those
who violated the lockdown
orders in the 17 districts.

Awasthi said those found
indulging in black market-
ing and hoarding would be
booked under NSA.

Appealing to people to not
move out of their houses at

any cost, Awasthi assured
them that “Dial 112” vans
would be at their service if
people required anything in
case of an emergency.

Awasthi admitted that
around one lakh persons
who have returned to their
villages in Uttar Pradesh
during the past few days
from their place of work in
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
elsewhere present a mas-
sive challenge before the
state government.

Meanwhile, Principal Sec-
retary, Health, Amit Mohan
said of the 35 Covid-19
infected patients in the
state 11 have successfully
recovered and have since
been discharged.

Another 68 persons are
suspected of being infected
of the disease, who are
admitted to various hospi-
tals. Uttar Pradesh has 2,800
isolation beds that will soon
be increased to 11,000,
claimed Mohan. 

UP CM releases aid for daily earners
Extends lockdown to entire state, curfew may be clamped in some areas

20.23L TO BENEFIT
■ A total of 20.23 lakh con-

struction workers registered
with the Department of
Labour and another 15 lakh
people doing odd jobs will-
soon receive the stipend

■ Cart pullers, rickshaw
pullers, kiosk owners and
small businesses affected
by the closure of markets
will get the financial aid

■ As many as 84 lakh pension
holders under various cate-
gories like widow, old age and
disability pension will also get
three month’s pension 

Kolkata, March 24
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to allow states to bor-
row more by raising the lim-
it set under the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act.

In a letter to the Prime Minis-
ter today, Mamata said the
“lockdowns” and closure of
businesses announced by vari-
ous states, including West Ben-
gal, to arrest the spread of Covid
would severely restrict the
capacity of states to mobilise
resources.   The letter stated
that in view of the lockdowns,
there could be little doubt that
the GST collection, which con-
stituted 70 per cent of the
state’s tax collection, would
plummet this year.

Moreover, with further fall
in the tax collection by the
Central Government, the
devolution of funds to states
by the Centre would also suf-
fer, the letter read. She under
these inevitable and near cata-
strophic fiscal parameters of
states, she would like to request
the PM to raise he FRBM lim-
it of to at least 5 per cent of
their GDP during the fiscal
year 2020-21. — TNS

Raise fund
limit,Mamata
urges PM 

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
The two Central premier
investigating agencies —
CBI and ED — have asked
its officials to scale down
operations and postpone
non-urgent interrogations
in view novel coronavirus
pandemic and follow
nationwide lockdown.

Both CBI and Enforce-
ment Directorate have
asked their officials to be
available on phone and
avoid going out in field until
it is unavoidable, sources in
the agencies said.

It is learnt from sources
that the ED has specifically
asked its officers and staff
members to work through
phone and if required
through video conferenc-
ing.On its part, the CBI has
sent communication to its
branch offices across the
country asking them to
immediately suspend non-
urgent interrogations till
April 4, as it attributed the
instruction to Covid-19.

“All investigation teams
outside their respective
headquarters may be

recalled with immediate
effect. Report compli-
ance,” read the order
issued by the Joint Direc-
tor Administration (JDA)
to all units of the CBI.

CBI Director RK Shukla
has also in his message to
officers said, “Given the
prevailing situation, please
ensure the safety of all
your employees and their
families as suggested by
JDA. The courts are
closed.” He said all work
should wait for another
week and urgent commu-
nication should be done
through intra-branch What-
sApp groups. As always,
currently both agencies are
actively probing high-pro-
file cases, including Yes
Bank cases, Nirav Modi
and Mehul Choksi cases
along with several scams
involving business tycoons
and politicians. 

CBI, ED halt probe
into bank frauds

Police personnel stop commuters
in Lucknow on Tuesday. PTI

Officials have been
told to be available on

phone and avoid
going out in field 

Police personnel use an earthmover to clear the protest site at Shaheen Bagh in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI

New Delhi, March 24
People protesting against the
citizenship law at Shaheen
Bagh and other places were
removed by the Delhi Police
on Tuesday morning amid the
Covid lockdown in the nation-
al capital, officials said. 

A total of nine protesters,
including six women, were
detained at Shaheen Bagh
and taken to a nearby
police station, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South-
east) RP Meena said. 

The agitators, mostly
women, had been on a sit-in
at the site for over three
months to protest the newly
amended Citizenship Act. 

People were requested to
vacate the site. Action was tak-
en when they refused to move,
Meena said. About 50 protest-

ers, including men, were at the
venue. “Most of the protesters
vacated the site after the police
made an appeal, but a few
refused. So, the police
detained them,” a volunteer at
the site said.  “A decision on
resuming the protest will be
taken after the situation
comes under control,” he
added. On Sunday, during
Janata Curfew, only five

women were at the site, while
others had left their slippers as
a symbol of solidarity. The
women were taking all precau-
tions amid the Covid outbreak
and sanitisers had been
arranged at the venue to
ensure hygiene, the volunteer
said. Unidentified men had
hurled “inflammable sub-
stance” near the site on Sun-
day, but none of the five women
present there were injured. 

Other protest sites in the
national capital, including
Jafrabad in Northeast Delhi,
Turkman Gate in Central Del-
hi and Hauz Rani in South
Delhi too, were cleared by the
police. Protesters at Hauz Rani
vacated the site at around 7
am, said Deputy Commission-
er of Police (South) Atul
Kumar Thakur.  — PTI 

Anti-CAA protesters removed
from Shaheen Bagh, other places

~5K for daily wagers
New Delhi: Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal here on
Tuesday announced pay-
ment of ~5,000 to all daily
wagers in the national capi-
tal. “All daily wage workers
will be paid ~5,000 to deal
with the situation,” the
Chief Minister said. IANS

<<
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Omar freed
eight months
after arrest
take safety measures and pro-
tect themselves from Covid-
19. Earlier in the day, J&K
Government’s spokesman
Rohit Kansal tweeted that
the detention order of Omar
Abdullah had been revoked.

Omar served as J&K’s Chief
Minister from 2009 till 2014.

The former CM, who was
detained in August last year
when a major crackdown was
launched in the aftermath of
the abrogation of Article 370,
said during his detention he
had “thought a lot” to talk
about political issues, but
said he would now wait for
the pandemic to end.

“I want to give this message
to all that we should maintain
social distancing. I will talk in
detail later about what hap-
pened to J&K after August 5,
but first we should save our-
selves from this virus,” he said. 

“Around 30,000 have been
placed under isolation. All-
out efforts are being made to
trace the remaining,” he
said, adding that constant
monitoring was in progress
to keep check on new trav-
ellers from abroad.

The CM said DCs had
been asked to ensure door-
to-door delivery of essen-
tial commodities, such as
grocery, milk, fruits and
vegetables, through pre-
identified hawkers/ distrib-
utors, wherever possible. 

As per the new guidelines,
general exemption is com-
pletely barred, with no
vehicular movement
allowed without curfew
passes. Only in case of
emergency, people may be
permitted to go on foot for
essentials or to visit doctors

and nursing homes, he said.
“In emergency, a resident

can call police or civil con-
trol rooms to avail neces-
sary essential services,”
said the CM, adding that
the police and civil admin-
istration had instructions
to ensure that the citizens
do not face hardships and
were not harassed.

“Instead of blanket per-
mission for opening of gro-
cery shops, milk vendors,
fruits and vegetable shops
and chemists, it has been
decided to allow them to
open on a rotation. so that
at any point of time at
least one shop each is open
in a given area. Such
shops will also be allowed
to provide door-to-door
delivery on a call,” said
Capt Amarinder.

Kids called to
schools for
midday meal...
Education Minister Kanwar
Pal Gujjar said action would
be taken against the teachers
if they were found at fault. 

District Elementary Educa-
tion Officer Devender Singh
Dhull, meanwhile, said he had
not come across any such inci-
dent in Samain village, but
would take action if the chil-
dren had been asked to collect
the ration from the school. 

Sources said teachers in
some other schools too had
asked the students to collect
their foodgrain quota.

The Director, Elementary
Education Department, on
March 20 had issued instruc-
tions to district elementary
education officers to deliver
the foodgrains and the cook-
ing cost to the children at
their houses in sealed pack-
ets by March 25 and had
sought a compliance report. 

94,000 NRIs returned
to Punjab, says Capt

Mumbai, March 24
The Mumbai police today
busted a gang of blackmar-
keteers who had hoarded
face masks worth Rs 15 crore
for sale at inflated prices.

According to the police,
sleuths from the crime branch
were tipped off about the gang
that had hoarded face masks,
including those of N95 variety,
meant for healthcare personnel.

“The gang was planning to
export these to foreign coun-
tries apart from selling these
in the local market,” state

Home Minister Anil Desh-
mukh told reporters today.

In all, over 25 lakh masks
were seized. The cheap two-ply

single use mask costing Rs 2
was to be sold for Rs 25 each to
unsuspecting people, Desh-
mukh said. The police said the
crime branch first seized more
than 3 lakh N95 masks from a
godown near the air-cargo divi-
sion of the Mumbai airport.

Following interrogation of
Mihir Darshan Patel, a cus-
toms agent, who had stashed
the masks with the intention
of exporting those abroad,
more than 22 lakh masks
were seized from a godown in
Bhiwandi. — TNS

Gang of mask hoarders busted 
25L PIECES SEIZED
■ Over 25 lakh masks were

seized from blackmarke-
teers that they intended to
sell at inflated prices

■ The state Home Minister
said the gang was plan-
ning to export these
abroad apart from selling
in the local market

Aditi Tandon
Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
As Covid-19 cases surged to
519 on Tuesday with 10
deaths, India braced to
enter the community trans-
mission stage of the disease
where people without travel
history to affected nations
will begin to get infected,
overwhelming the health
systems and reporting
potentially high mortality.

PM Narendra Modi ordered
complete national lockdown
for three weeks starting mid-
night Tuesday as the country
prepared to flatten the curve of
viral transmission to reduce
cases as and when India
enters the critical third stage,
where the virus will start trans-
mitting in the community.

As of Tuesday night, India
was at stage 2 of transmission
where all confirmed cases have
a travel history to other affected

countries or a direct contact
with them. India has man-
aged to delay community
transmission stage to 54 days
now since seeing its first
Covid case on January 30.

Italy, the worst affected in the

world, entered community
transmission stage in 39 days of
the first case and the US in 43
days. “We have used a mix of
early passenger screening, sur-
veillance and social distancing
to stay at stage 2 so far but we

have to prepare ahead which is
why a complete lockdown has
been ordered to prevent people
from mixing and infecting
one another,” NITI Aayog
member VK Paul said. The
ICMR has already estimated in

a study that community trans-
mission stage can be delayed
but not stopped.

With the inevitable staring
India in the face, the Cabinet
Secretary today wrote to state
chief secretaries asking them to
earmark hospitals for manag-
ing Covid patients. Eight states
have so far notified such hospi-
tals. These are Gujarat, Assam,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Goa,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir.

“The Cabinet Secretary
sought 100 per cent enforce-
ment of curfew and said partial
lockdowns will defeat the objec-
tive of breaking the chain of
viral transmission. States were
told to step up surveillance and
contact tracing of the infected
besides organising rapid
response teams in each district.
All Covid hospitals must have
facilities needed to manage
patients,” said Health Ministry
Joint Secretary Lav Agarwal.

Still at local transmission stage of Covid
ASSURANCE ON VENTILATORS, MASKS
The Cabinet Secretary on Tuesday held a meeting with
DRDO and Bharat Electrical Limited leaders to scale up
local production of ventilators. Both these
establishments will work on a ventilator prototype
developed by AIIMS, New Delhi, to see if it can be used
for Covid management. The Cabinet Secretary also
assured adequate supplies of protective equipment
and masks for healthcare workers saying local
production and procurement was being ramped up and
states had been asked to place advance orders

STAGES OF DISEASE
Stage 1 (imported cases only):
Nations on stage 1 are the
ones where all cases have
been acquired outside the
location of reporting
Stage 2 (local transmission):
Where the source of infection
is within the reporting location
with imported cases plus cas-
es involving those infected
from direct contact with
imported cases
Stage 3 (community trans-
mission): Where the infection is
reported in people without histo-
ry of travel to infected locations
or direct contact with such cases
Stage 4 (epidemic): Signified
by very high mortality

BID TO KEEP STAGE 3 AT BAY
Govt has used screening, surveillance and
social distancing measures to successfully
delay community transmission stage of the
disease for 54 days since India saw its 1st
case on Jan 30; Italy reached this stage in
39 days, US in 43 days

Maha villagers bar
entry of migrants
Mumbai, March 24
Amid Covid scare, residents
of various villages in rural
Maharashtra have barred
the entry of migrants
returning from cities like
Mumbai, Pune, Thane,
Pimpri and Chinchwad.

"Residents of villages are
under pressure from their
neighbours not to allow
their relatives to return
home," a police official from

Jalna district in the state's
arid Marathwada region
said. Men and women from
the region migrate to work
in Mumbai, Pune, Thane,
Nashik and other cities.
However, with the Maha-
rashtra Government shut-
ting down businesses as
part of a nationwide lock-
down against Covid, the
migrants are returning
home. — TNS

He said these 21 days could
make or break this fight and “if
we do not control (the pandem-
ic), the country can be pushed
back by 21 years, some families
will be devastated. Forget going
out, stay at home…do not vio-
late the Lakshman Rekha at
your doorstep”, the PM Modi
said, appealing to the citizens
with folded hands.

The PM said as per World
Health Organisation esti-
mates, one person with
Covid-19 infection could
spread it to thousands. An
infected person may appear
normal initially as symptoms
take several days to manifest,
he warned. Citing statistics
on the geometric progression
of the disease, he said if the
world touched 1 lakh cases in
67 days, the count would

reach 2 lakh cases in 11 days
and 3 lakh in four days.

The governments, both
Centre and state, he said
would accord priority to
healthcare and were shoring
up testing facilities, personal
protection equipment, isola-
tion beds, intensive care
units, ventilators and other
equipment. The Centre had
earmarked Rs 15,000 crore to
meet this health challenge.

PM Modi said while the
Janata Curfew demonstrated
the collective resolve of the cit-

izens, experience of the past
two days during lockdown in
several parts of the country
showed people were not taking
it very seriously and if this
trend continued, India would
have to pay a very heavy price.
Thanking everyone — doctors,
nurses paramedics, support
staff, pathologists, lab techni-
cal staff, ambulance drivers,
health workers, the police, law-
enforcing agencies and the
media — he urged the citizens
to exercise utmost restraint
during this period of trial.

1.3 bn Indians under
21-day lockdown

As per WHO estimates, one person with Covid-19
infection can spread it to thousands. An infected person
may appear normal initially as symptoms take several
days to manifest — Narendra Modi, PRIME MINISTER

❝
‘ONE CAN SPREAD IT TO THOUSANDS’ 

Salary worries:
Pb, Hry say will...
Dr BS Dhillon, VC, PAU, said
they would release the salary
of employees on time after
they received the grant from
the state government. There
could be a problem for private
sector employees, especially
those in small and medium
enterprises and even those in
informal jobs. Most compa-
nies make cash payments,
and a lockdown would make
paying salaries impossible.

Industry sources say many
industrialists had already told
the contractual staff that salaries
would be only for the days they
had worked. In Haryana, gov-
ernment sources said all
employees would get their
salaries on time. TVSN Prasad,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Finance Department, Haryana,
said, “We have an online sys-
tem of treasury in Haryana
which is centralised. The draw-
ing and disbursing officers will
present salary bills online.” 
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New Delhi, March 24
The Railways on Tuesday
reminded the county about
the seriousness of the Covid-
19 virus, saying it never
stopped, even during the war.
“Please understand the seri-
ousness of the circumstances.
Stay at home,” it said.

Railways has suspended
passenger trains and is oper-
ating only freight trains, mak-
ing effort to ensure availabili-
ty of essential commodities
through its uninterrupted
freight services. Even in the
war time, Railways haven’t
stopped passenger trains.

During the situation of lock-
down in several states, staff
deployed at various good
sheds, stations and control
offices are working on a 24/7
basis to ensure that the supply
of essential items for the
nation does not gets affected.

In its statement today, the
Railways said that on March
23, a total of 474 rakes were
loaded for essential com-
modities like food grains, salt,
edible oil, sugar, milk, fruits
& vegetables, onion, coal and

petroleum products.
During the day, it also

loaded 121 rakes of iron ore,
48 rakes of steel, 25 rakes of
cement, 28 rakes of fertiliser
and 106 rakes of containers.

The demurrage and
wharfage rates for goods and
parcel have been halved till
March 31. An emergency
freight control room is work-
ing in the ministry.  Also the
Railways, in consultation with

Production Units & Zonal
Railway workshops, has decid-
ed to use the manufacturing
facilities of its production unit,
like Chittaranjan Loco Works,
Chittaranjan; Integral Coach
Factory, Chennai; Rail Coach
Factory, Kapurthala; Diesel
Loco Works, Varanasi; Rail
Wheel Factory, Yelehanka, to
manufacture essential items
which can be utilised for the
treatment of affected people.

The Railway Board has
issued necessary instructions
to general managers of these
production units to explore the
feasibility of manufacture of
items like simple hospital
beds, medical trolleys for hos-
pitals and quarantine facilities,
IV stands, stretchers, hospital
footsteps, hospital bedside
lockers, washbasins with
stands, ventilators, masks,
sanitisers and water tanks.

Didn’t stop services even
during war, says Railways

The Patna railway station wears a deserted look in Bihar on Tuesday. PTI

Transportation of tonnes of foodgrain, other essential items in full swing

New Delhi, March 24
The Army has intensified
measures to combat the out-
break/spread of Covid in
Jammu and Kashmir by
establishing multiple tele-
phone helplines to provide
information and assistance.

There have been a series of
fake social media uploads, cre-
ating panic among people. To
this effect, the Army has been
undertaking intense aware-
ness campaigns, updating the
public with all relevant infor-
mation during this pandemic
through various platforms. 

These initiatives are meant to
ensure that individuals do not
become unwitting carriers of
the virus and are well-informed
about the various preventive
measures to be adopted. 

Srinagar residents can reach
out for help on 0194-2467326,
residents of other districts can
seek assistance through
helplines at Baramulla (0195-
2238826), Kupwara (0195-
5252996), Shalateng (0194-
2496618), Awantipura
(0193-3247087), Nagrota (0191
254 7896), Akhnoor (0192 425
4244), Rajouri (0196 226 2477),
Batote (0199 824 4361), Palma
(0196 226 1503), Reasi (0199 124
5319) and Narian (0196 023 0026).
The helplines will be active 24x7
to address general questions
and concerns. — TNS

Army ramps
up efforts to
fight virus

NewDelhi, March 24
The government today cau-
tioned people at large to remain
alert against cyber treat and
beware of frauds in the name of
Covid, as malwares in the
name of coronavirus are in cir-
culation. The Ministry of Home
Affairs stated, “Such
apps/links, if opened, may steal
confidential data from your
phone/computer.”

“Some cyber fraudsters are
circulating a malware link
about a so-called coronavisus
app like Spymax, Corona
Live 1.1 etc, which, when
opened, steals confidential
data from the receiver’s
phone or computer. Cyber
criminals are also taking
advantage of rising coron-
avirus concern for collecting
charity, it added. — TNS

MHA warns
people against
Covid fraud

Vijay Mohan
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
The reduction in the staff
strength in government offices
to contain the Covid-19 out-
break will not affect the pay-
ment of defence pensions or the
issue of new payment orders for
those retiring this month.

The payment of pension
for the month of March 2020,
issue of pension payment
orders (PPO) for personnel
retiring on March 31 and the
issue of the PPO in case of
death have been listed as
essential services in orders
issued by the Controller
General of Defence
Accounts on March 23. 

As part of the measures
being implemented to miti-

gate the spread of Covid, the
Defence Accounts Depart-
ment as well as other gov-
ernment departments are
required to function with a
skeletal staff on a rotational
basis from March 23 to
March 31.

The orders, however, make
it clear that essential work of
the department is not to be
affected by reduction in staff.
Pay and allowances, accounts
and budget, payments, IT

and computer systems and
pension sanction have been
listed as essential services.

Meanwhile, members of the
Ex-servicemen Contributory
Health Scheme (ECHS) who
are undergoing long-term
treatment for lifestyle dis-
eases have been allowed to
purchase medicines from
any chemist shop instead of
going to the ECHS polyclinic.

A circular issued by the
ECHS Central Organisation

yesterday states that veter-
ans can purchase their
monthly quota of all medi-
cines for April as per their
prescription and they will be
reimbursed for it after May
15. This has been done keep-
ing in view the guidelines on
social distancing issued by
the World Health Organisa-
tion and check crowding at
the ECHS polyclinics.

Veterans have also been
advised to avoid visiting poly-
clinics except in case of an
emergency. Routine medical
examination, blood pressure
checks and physiotherapy
have been suspended at
some places. Strict proce-
dures have also been laid
down for dealing with dental
and oral disorders.

Listed as essential service, defence
pensions for March not to be affected

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
Amid the Covid scare, a
fresh Western Disturbance
has again brought fairly
widespread to widespread
rainfall/snowfall with gust-
ing winds to the Western
Himalayan region, spelling
more trouble for farmers.
Rabi crops across many
parts of North India, includ-
ing Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan, have witnessed
heavy damage due to repeat-
ed spells of heavy unseason-
al rains accompanied by
hailstorm and strong winds
this month.

According to the IMD, same
weather — widespread to
widespread rainfall/snowfall
with thunderstorm accompa-
nied with lightening, hail and

gusty wind (30-40 kmph) —
can be expected in Jammu,
Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit and
Baltistan, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi, West
Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday
as well. During the next 24
hours, rain activities will
increase in plains of the
region, it is expected.

Generally, weather takes the
turn around the festival of Holi
or around February-end or
beginning of March. However,
spelling bad news for farmers,
snow, rains and winds have
been affecting hills and plains
of the Northwest, including
plains of the region — Punjab,
Haryana and Delhi — for most
part of March.

The Western Disturbance
hitting lower latitudes at this
time of the year is unusual,
say meteorologists. Accord-

ing to Mahesh Palawat of pri-
vate forecaster Skymet, it is
not the first time this type of
weather has been experi-
enced in March, but it is
unusual. Generally, WDs
retreat to higher latitudes by
February-end but this year
they are continuing to affect
the region through March.

As per reports, India regis-
tered over 80 per cent
increase in rainfall in the first
two weeks of March the brunt
of which was borne by wheat
and mustard producing
states like Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan. Punjab has been
the worst hit followed by
Haryana, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh, say farmers
who are now demanding
compensation for damages to
standing crops.

Western Disturbance spells
weather worries for farmers

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
Though India has extended
the visas of all foreigners till
April 15, several countries
have approached India to
permit special flights for
their evacuation. Sources
said requests have been
made by almost a dozen
countries and India will be
working out reciprocal
arrangements so that it can
also bring back its nationals
from some of these countries.

The UK is exploring the
possibility of India making
an exception in its one-week
closure of all international
flights to bring back its
nationals. The Indian gov-
ernment is being requested
by a substantial Indian stu-
dent community in the UK
for a passage back home as
many of them are running
out of money and are fearful
of the situation there turning
for the worse.

Malaysia, Germany, France
and Ukraine too have put out

similar feelers while there are
Indians in these countries
wanting to return.

Afghanistan in particular
is looking for a big helping
hand from India to take
back 2,500 of its nationals,
many of them having come
here for medical tourism
and religious tourism when
travel restrictions came
into effect.

So far, India has brought
back some 2,000 of its nation-
als from four countries —
China, Italy, Iran and Japan.

Several countries urge India for
special flights to evacuate citizens

Aeroplanes on runway as all the flights stand cancelled after lockdown in Mumbai on Tuesday. PTI

Mumbai, March 24 
A 42-year-old Bangladeshi
national, wanted in connec-
tion with three blasts at a
mosque in Bangladesh in
2002, has been arrested from
Navi Mumbai in Maharashtra,
the police said on Tuesday. 

Acting on a tip-off, the
crime branch of neighbour-
ing the Thane police arrested
Mophajjal Hussain, alias
Mopha Ali Gazi, alias
Maphizul Mandal, hailing
from Satkhira in Khulna
state of Bangladesh, from
Cidco bus stop on Thursday
while he was trying to go to
Turbhe in Navi Mumbai, an
official said. He was staying
in Turbhe for a few months
doing odd jobs there. 

He was involved in the
crude bomb blasts, one inside
and two outside a mosque in
Bangladesh, Thane crime
branch police inspector Nitin
Thakre said. One person was
killed and many others
injured in the triple blast,
which took place at Ilispur in
the jurisdiction of Colarua

police station, he said. Hus-
sain had lost his right hand
when the crude bomb explod-
ed while he was placing it out-
side the mosque, he said. 

He was subsequently
arrested and awarded life
imprisonment by a court.
However, he was later grant-
ed bail on medical grounds
and released in 2004 follow-
ing which he absconded and
sneaked into India from the
border along West Bengal
where he did some petty jobs.
He later came to Mumbai and
was working at some con-
struction sites in the metrop-
olis and Navi Mumbai, he
said. Efforts for his repatria-
tion are under way. — PTI

B’desh mosque blast
accused held in Maha

Tribune News Service 

New Delhi, March 24
As courts across the country
go into near lockdown due to
the Covid outbreak, the Bar
Council of India (BCI) on
Tuesday urged the Prime
Minister and Chief Minis-
ters to provide at least Rs
20,000 monthly allowance to
young and financially weak
lawyers adversely affected
by the pandemic.

“There are only a handful of
10 per cent advocates in the
country who can be comfort-
ably stated to be in a position
to survive and subsist with-
out any earning during this
time of crisis,” BCI chairman
Manan Kumar Mishra said in
a letter addressed to the
Prime Minister and Chief
Ministers of all states.

Noting that the advocate fra-
ternity has no social security,
Mishra said if anything hap-
pened to a lawyer, “then
his/her family may be forced to
lead a pitiful life, full of depri-
vation and starvation as most

of or brother and sisters of the
fraternity are the sole or chunk
bread-earners of their families,
including wife, husband, chil-
dren and aged parents.”

“The PM is requested to
allocate such funds and pro-
vide assistance to the advo-
cates directly through the
state governments and/or
also direct the latter to do the
needful, and/or the Centre
and the state governments
may join hands together for
this cause and may provide
for the same jointly and
directly through the state
governments, or transfer nec-
essary funds to the Advocates
Welfare Fund of each State
Bar Council,” the letter read.

BCI seeks ~20K monthly
aid for young lawyers 

Dhaka, March 24 
India on Tuesday asked its
students studying in
Bangladesh not to panic
and stay at their hostels
after their colleges were
shut due to the outbreak of
the Covid pandemic that
has left over 16,500 people
dead worldwide. 

The Indian Government’s
advice came amid reports
that 70 Kashmiri students
studying in Dhaka are
stranded at Benaport, the
border area between India
and Bangladesh, after their
colleges were shut. The out-
break of the pandemic has
forced the government to put
travel restrictions. 

“If you stay safe, we can
break the chain. We are here
to help you. Our helplines are
available 24x7. Please call us
at 00880255067371 or
00880255067372,” the Indian
High Commission in Dhaka
tweeted. Around 7,000 to
10,000 Kashmiri youth are
reportedly study in
Bangladesh. — PTI

In Bangladesh,
Indians told to
stay in hostels

There are only a
handful of 10% advocates
in the country who can be
stated to be in a comfortable
position to survive and
subsist without any earning
during this time of crisis.
Manan Kumar Mishra, CHAIRMAN, BCI

❝ Triple blasts in 2002
Mophajjal Hussain is said to
have triggered crude bomb
blasts, one inside and two
outside a mosque in
Bangladesh that killed a per-
son and left many others
injured in 2002. He too lost
his right hand in the blast.

ECHS TO REIMBURSE FOR APRIL MEDICINES 
■ Ex-servicemen Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) mem-

bers have been allowed to purchase medicines from any
chemist shop instead of going to the ECHS polyclinic. 

■ They can purchase their monthly quota of medicines for
April as per their prescription and they will be reim-
bursed for it after May 15.

New Delhi, March 24
A preliminary study of Covid-
19 progression trends across
the world by researchers at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) has
shown that much lesser cases
were seen in hotter zones.

Qasim Bukhari and Yusuf
Jameel of MIT in an early
trends research on the pan-
demic concluded that more
research should be done con-
clusively establish the impact
of higher temperatures and
humidity on disease trends.

MIT study indicates that as
many as 90 per cent of the
2019-nCoV transmissions until
March 22 occurred in regions
with temperature between 3 °C
and 17 °C and absolute humid-
ity between 4 to 9g/m3 (grams
per cubic metre).

“The total number of cases in
countries with mean Jan-Feb-
early March temperature more
than 18 °C and absolute humid-
ity of over 9 g/m3 is less than 6
per cent,” say the authors.

The novel coronavirus (2019-
nCoV) has spread rapidly to
several countries and has been
declared a pandemic by the
World Health Organisation.

As of Tuesday night the dis-
ease had been reported by
189 nations, an unprecedent-
ed scale, with 334,981 con-
firmed cases and 14,652
deaths worldwide. — TNS

Warm areas
have low Covid
cases: Study

Women with umbrellas on a deserted road after a mild shower in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI

ZOOS FACE HARDSHIP IN ARRANGING FOOD FOR ANIMALS
New Delhi: A large number of zoos across the country have
been facing “severe hardships” in arranging food and drinking
water for animals due to the restrictions imposed for contain-
ment of the novel coronavirus, the Central Zoo Authority said on
Tuesday. The authority, a statutory body of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate Change, has now written to states
and Union Territories to specify supply of food and drinking water,
and upkeep and health care of captive animals in zoos as
“essential services” to exempt them from the restrictions. PTI

PUNE FIRM DEVELOPS TESTING KIT FOR VIRUS
Mumbai: In what may go down as an important solution in
India’s fight against Covid, Pune-based Mylabs Discovery Solu-
tions has created an indigenous solution to test patients, which
can halve the time taken for results. “The molecular diagnostic
company, which received statutory approvals late on Monday
from the authorities, can manufacture over 15,000 testing kits
per day from its facility at Lonavala in Pune district and the same
will be ramped up to 25,000 kits per day,” its co-founder Shrikant
Patole said.  Patole said the company was able to shorten the test
time to 2.5 hours with the “Mylab PathoDetect COVID-19 Qualita-
tive PCR kit” as against the prevalent six to eight hours. PTI

BIRDS OF A FEATHER: Pigeons seen at the deserted Jalebi
Chowk during the lockdown in Jaipur, Rajasthan, on Tuesday. PTI

VIRUS TRAIL

Jodhpur (Raj), March 24
Inmates at the Central Jail
here began a sit-in on Tuesday
demanding their release on
bail so that they don’t catch
the coronavirus infection in
the “overcrowded” prison.

The dharna follows a letter
addressed Friday to Chief Jus-
tice of India SA Bobde in which

the jail inmates argued that
their confinement violated the
social distancing protocol need-
ed to fight coronavirus.

Jail superintendent Kailash
Trivedi confirmed that the
protest was on but called it an
attempt by the inmates to get
out of prison on the pretext of
the virus outbreak. — PTI

Fearful prisoners seek bail



THE TRIBUNE CHANDIGARH | WEDNESDAY | 25 MARCH 2020

13|BUSINESS GOLD

~41,541
Mumbai

SILVER

~39,861
Mumbai

USD EURO POUND JPY YUAN CAD AUD SGD HKD
~75.94 ~82.48 ~89.27 ~0.68 ~10.79 ~52.64 ~44.91 ~52.46 ~9.79

BSE

692.79
26,674.03

NSE

190.08
7,801.05

Vijay C Roy
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, March 24
With the Covid-19 outbreak
expected to unleash eco-
nomic ramifications, corpo-
rates are gearing up to
address and mitigate its
impact. Companies such as
Ludhiana-based Hero
Cycles, State Bank of India,
Axis Bank, JK Tyres and
GoAir have announced
measures to address and
mitigate its impact on part-
ners, employees and the
community at large.

Hero Cycles today
announced it is setting
aside Rs 100 crore as a con-
tingency fund. The fund
will be put to use as and
when required to mitigate
the impact of Covid-19 situ-
ation on employees, suppli-
ers, customers and commu-
nities across India. The
organisation has also
reached out to the govern-
ments in states where it has
major facilities — Punjab,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh —
to extend any help required
by authorities in address-
ing the crisis.

The company has also set
up an Emergency Monitor-
ing Cell headed by Chair-
man Pankaj M Munjal to
monitor the economic reper-
cussions of the pandemic
and its impact on the organ-
isational supply chains.
“The Emergency Monitor-
ing Cell is overseeing the

planning of supply chain
resumption as and when the
situation normalises, med-
ical support for employees
and their families, and sup-
port for communities
around key manufacturing
facilities,” said Pankaj M
Munjal, Chairman, HMC, a
Hero Motors Company.

Earlier, Punjab-based Tri-
dent and Sonalika Group
also announced that there
will be no deduction in pay
or wages of workers during
the holidays or slowdown
effected to contain the
Covid threat.

Further, country’s largest
lender State Bank of India
has announced to commit
0.25% of its annual profit
(FY 2019-20) to fight Covid-
19 outbreak situation in

India. The fund used to
fight Covid pandemic will
be spent from CSR funds.

The bank will use this
fund for various activities
related to Covid-19, mainly
to support health care for
underprivileged people in
cooperation with health-
care professionals and
industry. Some of the ini-
tiatives will centre around
promotion of healthcare,
including preventive
healthcare and sanitation
and disaster management.

Also, in view of the evolv-
ing situation around the
spread of Covid-19 in com-
munities, Axis Bank has set
aside Rs 100 crore to sup-
port customers, employees,
vendors, government agen-
cies and the community at

large towards curbing the
spread of coronavirus.
Moreover, the bank has
decided to waive charges
for savings account, current
account and pre-paid card
customers (wherever appli-
cable) towards online IMPS
and ATM financial and non-
financial transactions, for
the period March 23 to
March 31, 2020 (both days
inclusive).

Having taken steps for
safety and welfare of its
employees and their fami-
lies, the chairman and
whole-time directors of JK
Tyre have taken a voluntary
cut in their salary by 25%.
The other senior manage-
ment personnel have also
taken a voluntary reduction
in their salary by 15-20%. 

ILLUSTRATION: SANDEEP JOSHI

Corporates gear up to
mitigate impact of Covid
Set aside funds to deal with repercussions of pandemic

Ishwar Grewal

THE recent global sell-
off due to Covid-19
has spread its tenta-

cles across the globe, wiping
out an enormous amount of
investor wealth in India and
abroad, the losses increas-
ing by the day. The BSE
Sensex, which made an all-
time high of 42,273 on Janu-
ary 20 this year, plunged to a
yearly low of 26,714 on
March 19, which amounts to
a fall of nearly 36%. Equity
mutual fund NAVs have
plummeted, a major bank
has gone bust leaving their
AT1 bondholders in the
lurch, many promoters
have lost control of their
companies as their pledged
shares had to be sold in the
open market by
lenders/institutions/banks
to recover their dues.

This brutish fall in the
stock markets accompanied
by fulfilling margin calls by
brokers has led to small
investors nearly selling out
their portfolios with huge
losses. The fear of stock
prices falling further may
be accentuated by yet
another rude shock that
may follow suit – a drastic
cut in dividends by corpo-
rates and mutual funds in
the next financial year.

Credit agencies have down-
graded bonds and financial
instruments issued by cor-
porates, increasing the
stress on the already over-
stressed banking system.

Non-performing assets of
NBFCs and banks are going
to skyrocket, affecting fur-
ther lending to the micro,
small and medium enter-
prises. Although recently
SEBI has taken measures to
reduce short selling by hik-
ing margin requirements for
both the cash segment and
the futures & options, how-
ever, I personally feel these
penalties and measures
brought about by SEBI are
not stringent enough to stem
the tide of massive short sell-
ing that is going on.

As a long-term investor, I
would urge the Government
and various other policy-
making institutions to con-
sider the proposals given
below to bring back the ani-
mal spirit in the economy
and the stock market:

Revoke tax on LTCG
The government’s collec-
tion from long-term capital
gains is miniscule in a
falling market. If this is
done, sentiment will drasti-
cally improve. Paperwork
regarding grandfathering
of gains will reduce enor-

mously. Initially, Securities
Transaction Tax (STT) was
introduced in lieu of LTCG.
Operating both at the same
time is a double whammy
for investors concerned.

Rationalise DDT
From FY 20-21 the inci-
dence of dividend distribu-
tion tax (DDT) will fall on
the investor as per his
income tax slab and not on
the company which was
paying DDT at a rate of
20.35%. Earlier, an investor
paid DDT @10% above Rs
10 lakh, now he will have to
pay DDT as per his income

tax slab. Hence, at the high-
est slab, including sur-
charge and cess, an investor
will be paying DDT @43%.
If the DDT could be fixed at
a flat rate of 15% or 20%, it
would bring a big relief to
the investor community
and encourage promoters to
distribute more out of
retained earnings as divi-
dends to shareholders.

Reduce buyback tax
Currently, a company which
buys back its own shares from
the shareholders is taxed
@20%. To encourage corpo-
rates to reward shareholders

in times of falling share
prices, buyback tax should
be reduced, not only will it
enhance corporate earnings
but should also have a posi-
tive impact on the exchequer.

Promote investment in NPS
The government should
encourage investors to
invest in the National Pen-
sion System as they can
also avail of certain income
tax deductions attached to
it. This is very essential for
building up a corpus for
young investors and secur-
ing a pension for them-
selves after the age of 60.

Don’t emulate the West
The Government should
not emulate the high tax
rate structure of the West,
as the investors there have
social security and med-
ical insurance to fall back
on whereas they are sadly
lacking in India. Hence,
the tax rates in the West
and in India are not com-
parable at all.

A concerted effort by RBI
to bring down interest rates,
a stimulus package by the
Government keeping in
view the demands of various
sectors of the economy,
checking malpractices in
the capital market by credit
agencies/SEBI should augur
well and restore growth and
investor confidence.

The black swan being
Covid-19 is a medical
pandemic which can lead
to an economic catastro-
phe, probably the worst
the world has seen since
World War II. I am hope-
ful there is light at the
end of the tunnel but
hope it is not from an
oncoming fast train! The
waiting is over. The time
to act has come.

The author, 40, is an indi-
vidual investor with 22

years of experience in stock
markets. The views

expressed are personal.

Market freefall: Time for RBI, govt to act

Mumbai, March 24 
A day after suffering their
biggest single-day collapse,
benchmarks Sensex and
Nifty on Tuesday staged a
sharp recovery in line with
global markets as investors
held out hopes that meas-
ures by governments across
the world will offset the eco-
nomic damage caused by
the coronavirus pandemic.

The BSE gauge Sensex
closed 692.79 points higher
at 26,674.03, after a highly
volatile trading session.
The index swung between a
high of 27,462.87 and a low
of 25,638.90 during the day.

Likewise, the NSE barom-
eter Nifty settled 190.80
points up at 7,801.05.

Both Sensex and Nifty
had suffered their worst-
ever single-session drop in
history on Monday. Indices
had closed with up to 13%
plunge.

On Tuesday, Indian equi-
ties followed an improved

investor sentiment in Asia
after the Federal Reserve
announced limitless bond-
buying programme to sup-
port the US economy.

Top gainers in the Sensex

pack included Infosys,
Bajaj Finance, HUL, Maru-
ti, HCL Tech and Reliance
Industries; while M&M,
IndusInd Bank, ITC, Pow-
erGrid and L&T were

among the losers.
Sectorally, BSE IT, teck,

energy, FMCG, auto,
bankex, finance and metal
indices advanced up to
6.95%.

While realty, capital goods
and basic materials indices
ended up to 2.01% lower.

In the broader market,
BSE midcap and smallcap
indices rose up to 1.56%.

“Market seemed to breathe
a sigh of relief today after the
crash yesterday, in sync with
the global markets. In addi-
tion to the huge relief pack-
age by the US Fed yesterday,
there were also expectations
of a fiscal package by the
government,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.

The market came off its
highs after no significant
announcements by the
finance minister and the
fact that the economic
package was still in devel-
opment. — PTI

Markets rebound tracking global
peers amid steps to fight Covid

STAGE SHARP RECOVERY
■ The BSE Sensex closed

692.79 points higher at
26,674.03, after a highly
volatile trading session. The
index swung between a high
of 27,462.87 and a low of
25,638.90 during the day

■ Likewise, the NSE barome-
ter Nifty settled 190.80
points up at 7,801.05

■ Both Sensex and Nifty had
suffered their worst-ever sin-
gle-session drop in history on
Monday. Indices had closed
with up to 13% plunge

■ Top gainers in the Sensex
pack included Infosys, Bajaj
Finance, HUL, Maruti, HCL
Tech and Reliance Indus-
tries; while M&M, IndusInd
Bank, ITC, PowerGrid and L&T were among the losers

.

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, March 24
The industry has welcomed
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s relaxation in
statutory and regulatory
compliance matters related
to several sectors.

“I appreciate the interven-
tions announced by the
Finance Minister to boost the
spirit of industry, in the back-
ground of the global coron-
avirus pandemic. Extension of
the last date for availing the
much appreciated ‘Vivad se
Vishwas Scheme’is a welcome
move, and it will go a long way
in boosting the economy in this
hour of crisis,” said CII Director
General Chandrajit Banerjee.

Assocham president Niran-
jan Hiranandani said the hike
in default threshold limit
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code will greatly
help companies where matters
are before NCLT. “The statuto-
ry obligations’ relief for com-
panies makes for a good start-
ing point for the economic
revival curve, especially for
the MSMEs,” he said.

Industry hails
steps taken 
by FinMin

Kolkata, March 24 
Banks are likely to face   signif-
icant defaults in payment and
miss internal targets as more
and more states announce
lockdowns in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic, senior
officials of a number of
lenders said on Tuesday.

Bankers are also expecting
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to come out with a for-
bearance package so that
accounts are not classified as
NPAs for the next few years.

“There should be some
forbearance on account of
cash flow mismatch. There
will be many defaults in the
MSME, retail and related
sectors,” a senior United
Bank of India official said.

“We are expecting the RBI
to come out with such a
package so that accounts
are not categorised as NPAs
for at least the next two
years,” he said.

Prior to the virus out-
break, the state-run lender,

which is set to be merged
with PNB, was in profits.

“We wanted to close the
financial year with a busi-
ness figure of Rs 2.18 lakh
crore. But because of this
development, there will be
a shortfall,” the official said.

On UBI’s realisation
from the resolution process
through the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), he said the bank’s
exposure to Bhushan Pow-
er was Rs 800 crore. — PTI

Banks brace for payment
defaults, missed targets

New Delhi, March 24 
Hindustan Unilever Limit-
ed (HUL) on Tuesday
became the third most val-
ued firm by market capital-
isation, helped by jump in
its share price.

The company’s scrip
climbed 8.34 per cent to
close at Rs 2,028.75 on the

BSE. During the trade, it
advanced 10.66 per cent to
Rs 2,072.30.

The FMCG major’s mar-
ket valuation rose by Rs
33,817.07 crore to Rs
4,39,188.07 crore, helping it
take the third rank in the list
of top companies by market
capitalisation (m-cap).

On Monday, HUL
informed the BSE that it
has signed an agreement
with Glenmark Pharmaceu-
ticals to acquire its intimate
hygiene brand ‘VWash’.

HUL was followed by
HDFC Bank at fourth rank
in the list, with a valuation of
Rs 4,19,718.16 crore. — PTI

HUL 3rd most-valued firm

New Delhi, March 24 
E-commerce giant Amazon
India on Tuesday said it has
temporarily stopped taking
orders and disabled ship-
ment of low-priority prod-
ucts as it focuses on delivery
of essential items like
household staples, hygiene
and other high-priority
products amid the country-
wide lockdown to fight the
spread of coronavirus.

The company, in a blogpost,
said these changes are effec-
tive from Tuesday and that it
will reach out to customers
whose orders of low-priority
products are pending.

They will be given a
choice to cancel their

order and receive a
refund for prepaid items,
it added.

“...we are seeing an
increased demand for pri-
ority products and impor-
tant services. To serve our
customers’ most urgent
needs while also ensuring
safety of our employees, we
are temporarily prioritising
our available fulfilment
and logistics capacity to
serve products that are cur-
rently critical for our cus-
tomers such as household
staples, packaged food,
health care, hygiene, per-
sonal safety and other high
priority products,” the blog-
post said. — PTI

Amazon halts orders
of low-priority items

Employees wearing face masks work on an assembly line at an auto plant of Dongfeng Honda in
Wuhan in China’s central Hubei province on Tuesday. AFP

Output resumes in Wuhan

Mumbai, March 24 
The liquor industry is join-
ing hands with state govern-
ments to fight the coron-
avirus pandemic by
manufacturing and supply-
ing hand sanitisers. The coro-
navirus pandemic has led to a
high demand for sanitisers as
hand washing is an effective
way to keep the infection away.
Firms like Diageo and Radico
Khaitan have decided to stop
bottling alcohol at some of
their plants and instead make
hand sanitisers. — PTI

Liquor firms
to make
sanitisers



Dr Michael Sinclair, a con-
sultant psychologist, says
“It is understandable there
should be a level of con-
cern. Our minds evolved
from cave ancestors to wor-
ry: we focus on doom and
gloom, we chew it over in
our brain and we learn new
survival skills. That is our
mind just doing what it is
meant to do.”

Control your thoughts
“Listen to what your mind
says is there and then look
at the evidence for what is
really there,” says Dr Sin-
clair. “We need to recog-
nise that it is often a story
our mind is telling us, not
the reality.

Don’t ignore stress symptoms 
“Sometimes we can make
ourselves feel unwell (and
like we might have some-
thing like coronavirus)
through panic and anxiety –
those signs; shortness of
breath and heart racing,”
says Dr Sinclair. “But when
this happens, instead of try-
ing to immediately eradi-
cate or ignore those feel-
ings, make space for them,
describe them as you expe-
rience them.”

Keep record of your worries
Elizabeth Turp from the
British Association for
Counselling and Psy-
chotherapy says you can do
something practical – some-

thing you can control – to
help express anxiety. “Allow
yourself to worry, put it
down in writing in a note-
book, and then put that
away. Once you’ve written it
down, let it go,” she says.

Limit exposure to new info
Psychotherapist Silva
Neves says if you’re strug-
gling to cope you don’t
have to keep watching live
news, have notifications
turned on or use social
media, instead limit your
exposure to the new infor-
mation. “You can be strict
with yourself, decide to
only watch the news and
read an update on the virus
once a day,” he says.

Take some practical steps 
There are simple physical
steps you can take to make
yourself feel reassured. “Do
wash your hands with soap
and water often, especially
before you eat. Or wash
your hands with alcohol gel.
Follow the medical advice,”
says Neves. 

Focus on facts
Try to avoid being caught
up in the media storm and
avoid reading excessive
speculative reports. Stick
to respected health-first
websites to get clear, sim-
ple instructions and facts
on the coronavirus and
how to handle it. 

THE INDEPENDENT

How to curb your anxiety amid pandemic outbreak

The WHO has warned
there is no need to panic-
buy face masks, latex
gloves or other extreme
protective gear if you
practice good basic
hygiene like regularly
washing your hands and
covering your mouth and
nose if you cough

Washington, March 24
Over 10,000 confirmed coron-
avirus cases were reported in
a single day in the US, raising
the number of COVID-19
patients to 43,734, as US Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed
an executive order to prevent
hoarding of vital medical sup-
plies and personal protective
equipment.

The US also for the first time
registered over 130 deaths in a
day due to coronavirus, taking
the total number of fatalities
to 550 by Monday night. Till
Monday, 43,734 confirmed
cases of coronavirus were
reported in the United States.
Of these, over 10,000 were
added in one day, according to
Worldometer, a website
which compiles COVID-19
cases.

On Monday, Trump signed
the executive order aimed at
preventing hoarding of criti-
cal medical supplies amid
the coronavirus outbreak.

He warned that his gov-
ernment would take action
against hoarding and exces-
sive pricing of vital medical
and personal protective
equipment as well as sup-
plies such as hand sanitis-
ers and face masks.

"Very simply, we will not
allow anyone to exploit the
suffering of American citi-
zens for their own profit," he
asserted, warning that the
Justice Department will
aggressively prosecute
fraudulent schemes related
to the pandemic that has
killed more than 15,000 peo-
ple worldwide.

New York State, in partic-
ular New York City,

emerged as the hotspot of
one of the worst public
health crisis in the US in
recent memory. Nearly one
in every two Americans
infected by novel coron-
avirus are from New York

City which reported 5,085
news cases on Monday tak-
ing the total to 20,875.

As many as 157 residents
of New York, a city which
has one of the highest con-
centration of people in the

country, have died of coron-
avirus so far. Of the total
deaths in the city so far, 43
were reported on Monday.
Health officials warned that
COVID-19-related casualty
figures in New York are

expected to jump signifi-
cantly in the coming days.

President Trump told
reporters at a White House
news conference that New
York along with other
hotspots such as Washington
State and California is the top
priority for his administration.
"Essential medical supplies
and emergency equipment
are being rushed to New
York." he said, adding the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency is distributing eight
million N-95 respirator masks
and 13.3 million surgical
masks across the country
right now. He also announced
that clinical trials for existing
drugs that may prove effec-
tive against the virus will
begin in New York. PTI

Beijing/Wuhan, March 24
China on Tuesday decided to
lift the three-month lock-
down on more than 56 mil-
lion people in the central
Hubei province, the epicen-
tre of the deadly coronavirus
outbreak, on Wednesday
amid warnings by experts of
a looming second wave of the
COVID-19 infections in the
country due to the steady rise
in "imported cases". The pro-
longed lockdown of Hubei's
capital Wuhan will end on
April 8, lifting the mass quar-
antine over the city with a
population of over 11 million.

Wuhan, the central Chinese
city where the virus cases
were first detected in Decem-
ber last year on Monday
reported one new confirmed
case of the COVID-19 after
reporting zero cases for five
consecutive days.

Hubei province and Wuhan
city which together have
over 56 million population
were kept under strict lock-
down since January 23 with a
ban on all movement of peo-
ple and transportation.

People in Wuhan will be
allowed to leave the city and
Hubei Province, if they hold
a green health code, mean-
ing no contact with any
infected or suspected
COVID-19 cases, according
to a circular issued by the
provincial COVID-19 control
headquarters, state-run Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Other areas in Hubei will
lift outbound transporta-
tion restrictions from
Wednesday. Migrant work-
ers who hold green cards
and get negative nucleic
acid testing results will be
sent out of the province to
their workplace directly.

Hubei has so far reported a
total of 67,801 confirmed

COVID-19 cases, including
50,006 in Wuhan reflecting
on the intensity with which
the vicious virus, reportedly
emerged from a local live ani-
mal market in the city shook
the province. On Tuesday,
the NHC reported 78 new
confirmed cases, including
74 imported infections tak-
ing their total to 427.

The overall confirmed cas-
es on the Chinese mainland
has reached 81,171 by the
end of Monday. This includ-
ed 3,277 people who died of
the disease, 4,735 patients
who were still being treated
and 73,159 patients dis-
charged after recovery. PTI
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People line up to get a test at Elmhurst Hospital due to coronavirus outbreak in Queens on Tuesday; US National Guard members
stand besides crates of medical supplies at the Jacob Javits Center in New York. AFP

US reports 10K cases in a day
130 deaths in 24 hrs | Trump warns against hoarding of medical supplies

C  VID-19
PANDEMIC

GLOBAL COUNT

4,01,093
DEATHS

17,480
RECOVERED

1,03,754

AFFECTED NATIONS
ITALY 6,077
CHINA 3,277
SPAIN 2,696
IRAN 1,934
FRANCE 860
US 582
UK 335
GERMANY 132
INDONESIA 55
JAPAN 42
PHILIPPINES 35
BRAZIL 34
CANADA 24
INDIA 10

TILL MARCH 24

THE COVID-19
OUTBREAK IN THE US

HAS THE POTENTIAL TO
EXCEED THAT IN

EUROPE, THE WHO
SAID ON TUESDAY

SPAIN TOLL RISES BY 514 
MADRID: Another 514 people have died in Spain over the
past 24 hours, raising the death toll to 2,696, as the num-
ber of infections surged towards 40,000. As the health
authorities step up the number of tests, the number of
people who have been diagnosed with COVID-19 rose by
nearly 20 per cent to 39,673, the health ministry said. At
the same time, the death toll showed an increase of 23.5
percent over the figures from Monday.

ICELAND CONFIRMS FIRST DEATH
REYJAVIK: Icelandic health authorities said Tuesday that
a patient in her 60s had died from COVID-19, marking the
country's first confirmed death from the new coron-
avirus. According to a statement from The National Uni-
versity Hospital of Iceland, the Icelandic woman had also
been suffering from a chronic illness. It is the first death
from COVID-19 to be confirmed officially. According to Ice-
landic media reports, an Australian tourist who was con-
firmed to have the virus died early last week. AFP

SWISS CASES RISE TO 9,000
ZURICH: Switzerland has nearly 9,000 confirmed coron-
avirus infections and 90 deaths, the Federal Office of
Public Health said on Tuesday, adding it was premature
to say the number of new cases was flattening out. The
number of new cases rose by fewer than 1,000 since
Monday, the data indicated, slightly less steeply than
increases in recent days. 

SA ANNOUNCES 21-DAY SHUTDOWN
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa's coronavirus cases leapt
again to 554 on Tuesday, the most of any country in
Africa, as its 57 million people rushed to prepare for a
lockdown that begins on Thursday. Across Africa, 43 of its
54 countries now have cases, with the total at 1,788. Thir-
teen countries have reported 58 deaths. South Africa has
not recorded one. South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa on Monday night announced the 21-day lock-
down. Rwanda and Tunisia earlier announced lockdowns.

NEPAL GOES INTO WEEK-LONG LOCKDOWN
KATHMANDU: A week-long nationwide lockdown began
in Nepal on Tuesday to stem the spread of fast-spread-
ing coronavirus pandemic. On the first day of the
restrictions, markets remained closed and roads wore
a deserted look barring the vehicles of security person-
nel and medical facilities. AGENCIES

The “Detroit Sewn” facility has turned into a production
facility for hospital masks, in Pontiac, Michigan. REUTERS

Now, hantavirus
haunts China, 1 dead
BEIJING: A man in China’s
southwestern Yunnan
province has died of 
hantavirus, a disease
spread by rodents. The
person from Yunnan
province died while on his
way back to the eastern 
Shandong province for
work on a chartered bus
on Monday. Hantaviruses
are a family of viruses
spread mainly by rodents
and can cause varied 
disease syndromes in
people worldwide.

Geneva, March 24 
India, which led the world in
eradicating two silent killers
— smallpox and polio — has a
tremendous capacity in erad-
icating the deadly coro-
noavirus pandemic that has
now claimed nearly 15,000
lives and infected over three
lakh others globally, accord-
ing to a top WHO official.

The executive director of
the World Health Organisa-
tion, Michael Ryan, said
India, the world’s second
most populous country, has a
tremendous capacity to deal
with the coronavirus out-
break as it has the experience
of eradicating the small-pox
and polio through targeted
public intervention.

“India led the world in erad-
icating two silent killers and
eliminating them from the
country,” he said. India,
through targeted public
intervention, ended smallpox
and gave a great gift to the
world. India also eradicated
polio, he noted.

“India has tremendous
capacities. It is exceptionally
important that countries like
India lead the way to show
the world what can be done,”
Ryan said. “India led the
world in eradicating two
silent killers, small-pox and
polio so India has a tremen-
dous capacity,” Ryan said. 

“There are no easy answers.
It is exceptionally important
that countries like India show
the way to the world as they
have done before,” he said.

Diseases such as polio and
smallpox, which once claimed
many lives in India, have been
defeated with targeted public
interventions. While India
attained the polio-free status
in 2014, the country got rid of
smallpox in 1977.

Ryan’s remarks came as
the WHO said the number of
deaths due to the coronavirus
soared to 14,652. PTI

India has the
capacity to
eradicate
Covid: WHO 

SYDNEY, March 24 
As most shopping comes to a
halt under shutdown rules
meant to slow the spread of
the coronavirus, an Aus-
tralian book shop is getting its
goods out by bicycle to read-
ers in quarantine or reluctant
to leave their homes.

Gleebooks, which has run a
bricks-and-mortar shop in
central Sydney for 40 years,
said it decided to make its
online service free when the
government limited public
gatherings to curb the spread
of the illness that has infected
nearly 2,000 Australians and
killed eight of them.

From Monday, the restric-
tions went a step further
when the government
ordered all retailers to shut
except for grocery stores,
pharmacists and others
deemed essential.

Whether that included
Gleebooks was unclear but
customers will get their books
regardless, its managers
decided, with the introduc-

tion of free drop-offs in sur-
rounding suburbs.

The shop is among thou-
sands around the world that
have been forced to reinvent
themselves virtually
overnight to survive the
biggest disruption to a sector

already ravaged by the arrival
of large internet rivals more
than two decades ago.

“Because we’re a bookshop
and we’re a retail venue, we
realised we needed to make it
as easy as possible for people
to get their books without
exposing themselves to any
sort of risk,” the shop’s event
manager, James Ross, said.

Customers have embraced
the service, with an immedi-
ate spike in online sales, said
Ross. The demand for craft
and children’s activity books
had risen, not surprisingly
given that many schools have
closed. Nerida Ross, the
store’s cyclist, said books
offered an escape for those
cooped up at home.

“A lot of people I know who
have been working from
home have been using the
time that they aren’t com-
muting to read more or talk to
friends or be creative in some
way. We’re learning a new
way of being and I think read-
ing is a part of that.” REUTERS

Australia book shop gets on
its bike to distribute ‘hope’

Book delivery cyclist Nerida Ross
rides a bike as bookstores has
begun to offer personal home
delivery services in Sydney.

Prez can’t keep a straight face

Camers captures different expressions of the US
President, Donald Trump, as he led the daily coronavirus
response briefing at the White House in Washington.

Amid warnings of
2nd wave, China
to lift lockdown 
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A cyclist squeezes between
cars at a busy intersection in
Beijing on Tuesday. AFP
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GLOBE TROT

64 migrants found dead in container in Mozambique
MAPUTO: More than 60 suspected undocumented migrants
from Ethiopia were found dead on Tuesday in a cargo
container in Mozambique’s northwest Tete province, a
hospital official said. “A truck transporting illegal immi-
grants from Malawi, suspected to be Ethiopians, was
stopped at the Mussacana weight bridge in Tete, and 64
people were found dead. Only 14 survived,” the senior
official, who asked not be named said. AFP

Bangladesh to release opposition leader Khaleda Zia
DHAKA: Bangladesh on Tuesday initi-
ated a process to “conditionally”
release jailed former Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia for six months
amid the Covid pandemic in the
country, Law Minister Anisul Huq
said. The 74-year-old opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party chief

is serving a 17-year prison term in two graft cases since
February 8, 2018. He said the decision was taken in line
with Prime Minister Shekh Hasina’s directives and con-
sidering the age of the former Prime Minister. PTI

Extinct worm-like creature ancestor to modern-day animals
LOS ANGELES: A worm-like creature smaller than a grain of
rice that burrowed on the sea floor in search of meals
like dead organic matter about 555 million years ago
may be the evolutionary forerunner of most animals
living today — including people. The tiny, worm-like
creature has been named Ikaria wariootia. Comparing
Ikaria with other early animals, the scientists said the
earliest multicellular organisms on the Earth such as
sponges and algal mats, had variable shapes. PTI

MAINTAINING DISTANCE: Restaurants in Bangkok set
up social distancing stalls due to Covid pandemic. REUTERS

ONE STEP AT A TIME!

■ Men wearing protective masks stand as people hike along
a section of the Great Wall in Badaling in Beijing, on the
first day of its re-opening after the scenic site’s closure
due to Covid.

■ The scenic area will be open between 9 am and 4 pm, and
the daily number of visitors will be capped at 19,500.

■ Visitors must book tickets on the official website or
through WeChat in advance.

REUTERS

Germany announces biggest
economic package since WWII
$166.5bn earmarked to ease burden on hospitals, clinics
Berlin, March 24 
Germany has approved a
massive and unprecedented
financial aid package of
^156 billion ($166.5 bn), the
largest in the country since
the WWII, to offset the socio-
economic damage caused by
the Covid pandemic.

The stimulus package is
designed to ease the burden
on hospitals and clinics and
supply financial aid to save
jobs and companies that
have been affected by the
pandemic, reports Efe news.

“The Covid pandemic is
changing our whole lives,”
said Olaf Scholz, Finance
Minister and Vice-Chancellor,
said while explaining why the
government was taking “the
necessary and correct” step of
unveiling such an enormous
economic aid package.

“We will do everything we
can to prevent this crisis from
endangering the health care
of our citizens or the econom-
ic processes in this country.” 

German authorities fear a
severe recession due to the
crisis, with the decline in
GDP expected to be “at
least as high” as in
2008/2009, Minister of Econ-
omy Peter Altmeier warned
while announcing a bailout
fund of up to 600 billion for
larger companies.

German Health Minister
Jens Spahn, meanwhile,
said that hospitals and clin-
ics requiring additional staff,
beds and equipment would
receive financial support.

“If you need more beds, if
you need more staff and
equipment to treat Covid
patients, you will be compen-

sated financially,” Spahn said.
Chancellor Angela Merkel

attended the cabinet meet-
ing from her home office,

where she has been in quar-
antine after coming into con-
tact with a doctor who tested
positive for Covid. —IANS

GERMAN ARMY LOSES 
6M MASKS IN KENYA
Berlin:A German army ship-
ment of six million face masks
needed to protect against the
virus has vanished in Kenya, the
Defence Ministry in Berlin con-
firmed. “We are trying to find out
what happened to the order of
protective equipment meeting
the FFP2 standard for protec-
tion,” a spokeswoman said. AFP

VIETNAM TO CONTINUE RICE EXPORTS
Hanoi: Vietnam will continue to export rice amid the spread
of the Covid, the vice chairman of the country’s food associ-
ation said on Tuesday, countering earlier statements from
local customs officials and media reports. Local customs
officials and media reports citing a customs document 
earlier said the Southeast Asian country, the world’s third
largest rice exporter after India and Thailand, had halted
shipments of the grain to ensure food security. In mid-Feb-
ruary, Vietnam said all 16 of its confirmed Covid cases had
recovered, but it has since been battling with an influx of
imported cases from overseas visitors. REUTERS

Jakarta: Indonesia has cancelled the country’s upcoming nation-
al examination over concerns about the spread of the Covid, a
move that will affect more than eight million students, education
minister Nadiem Makarim said. The decision came as the South-
east Asian country announced its biggest daily rise in Covid cas-
es, bringing the total number of persons infected to 686. REUTERS

INDONESIA CANCELS NATIONAL EXAMS, AFFECTING MORE THAN 8M PUPILS

Sikh family offers homemade masks
Washington, March 24 
Amid the fast-spreading
Covid pandemic in the US,
a Sikh family based in Indi-
ana have made masks in an
effort to help the public and
first responders in the fight
against the deadly disease,
a media report said.

After learning about the
shortage of masks across the
US via media reports,
Gurinder Singh Khalsa called
up his doctor friends and
asked if he could contribute
by making masks at home
and packaged in sanitary con-
ditions, said the American
Bazaar report on Monday.

Once he got the green sig-
nal, Khalsa, his wife Gagan-
deep Kaur and rest of his
family got busy making
more than 500 emergency
masks packed with double
layers of thick cotton fabric.

“Based on online research
and advice from public
health practitioners, we
have started stitching these

general-purpose emergency
masks,” the American
Bazaar quoted Khalsa as
saying in the report He
wants to give these masks
first to the city officials, first
responders, police and first
departments who are doing
a great job in the service of
the city residents, according
to the report.

He emphasised that these
masks produced and packed
in a safe environment were
essentially intended for

those who must leave their
homes with some protection.

In an advisory, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention said fabric
masks can be used by
healthcare workers when
nothing else was available.

The family also intends
to extend the benefit of
their initiative to those
who may be experiencing
financial pinch during
these times, said the Amer-
ican Bazaar report.

“We also hope to offer
employment to those who
are in need of employ-
ment,”he said by taking in at
least 100 persons in a month
for making emergency
masks. “We will be providing
a chance of working at home
or work at our safe location.” 

According to the latest
update by the Washington-
based John Hopkins Uni-
versity, the US has so far
reported 46,450 Covid cases,
with 590 deaths. —IANS

TAKING INITIATIVE
Gurinder Singh Khalsa believes
that his emergency mask pro-
gramme would allow persons
who cannot access the N-95
and medical masks to obtain
reusable and washable masks
for community use. He empha-
sised these masks produced
and packed in a safe environ-
ment were essentially intended
for those who must leave their
homes with some protection.

No end to Kabul
political standoff
Kabul, March 24 
Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani and his rival Abdul-
lah Abdullah showed no
sign Tuesday of ending
their bitter feud, even after
it cost the impoverished
nation $1 billion in US aid
— with yet more on the line.

The massive cut was
announced after an exasperat-
ed US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo visited Kabul in a bid
to resolve the standoff that has
seen Abdullah proclaim him-
self president despite Ghani
officially winning last year's
controversial poll.

Pompeo, who lashed out
at the their “failure” to
come to an agreement, said
the US would immediately
cut $1 billion and was “pre-
pared” to pull another $1
billion in 2021, with further
cuts possible after that.

The US and the Taliban
signed a landmark deal last
month that was supposed to
pave the way for talks

between the Afghan leader-
ship and the insurgents, but
with Kabul unable to agree
who is in government, the
talks have stalled.

With a GDP of only about
$20 billion, the cuts represent
a devastating blow to
Afghanistan’s donor-depend-
ent economy and could hard-
ly come at a worse time —
with coronavirus spreading
across the country and Tal-
iban attacks on the increase.

Ghani appeared in a tele-
vised address on Tuesday to
reassure Afghans that “the
US reduction in aid will
have no direct impact on our
key sectors”, adding that his
government would try to
satisfy the US “through
talks and negotiations”.

Abdullah and Ghani's rift
goes back to at least 2014,
when Ghani bested his rival
in elections that saw allega-
tions of mass fraud. The
same thing happened in
September's polls. —AFP

US newspapers urge China
not to expel their journalists 

Russia in digital payments push
as it limits banknote circulation

Beijing, March 24
The publishers of three
major American newspapers
have written an open letter
asking China to reverse its
recent decision to expel
many of their correspon-
dents working in the country.

The letter posted online
Tuesday referred to the
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic, saying the expul-
sions threaten access to
information at a time when
it is needed most. It was
signed by the publishers of
The New York Times, The
Washington Post and The
Wall Street Journal.

“This move — made in
retaliation for recent expul-
sions by the United States
government — is one that
we would protest under any
circumstances," they wrote.
“But it is uniquely damag-
ing and reckless as the
world continues the strug-
gle to control this disease, a

struggle that will require
the free flow of reliable
news and information." Chi-
na said last week that most
Americans working for the
three publications would
have to surrender their

press cards within 10 days.
The move followed a Trump
administration decision to
limit the number of visas
for Chinese working for
China's major state media
in the US. —AP

The US, in announcing the visa limit, cited 
increasingly harsh surveillance, harassment 

and intimidation of American and other foreign
journalists working in China.

Moscow, March 24 
Russia has urged con-
sumers and businesses to
use digital payments rather
than cash in an effort to
slow the spread of the Covid
and told banks to limit rou-
ble notes in circulation.

Consumer safety watch-
dog Rospotrebnadzor this
month encouraged Rus-
sians to move to cashless
payments, citing World
Health Organization guide-
lines stating that a virus can
linger on a banknote for
three to four days.

The central bank already
keeps banknotes for up to
14 days before distributing
them and is now asking oth-
er banks to do the same,
said Vladimir Demidenko,
deputy head of its cash cir-
culation department.

Retail banks have also
been asked to limit the
refilling of ATMs that recy-
cle notes and to disinfect
terminals regularly.

Digital payments are com-
monplace in large Russian
cities, but much of the popula-

tion still relies on cash.
Russia has reported 438

cases of the Covid. —Reuters

BANK STAFF TO USE PROTECTIVE MASKS
■ About 75% of all cash machines in Russia do not recycle

notes and offer either withdrawal services or accept cash
deposits, according to the central bank.

■ The central bank also asked bank staff to use protective
masks and disposable gloves when accepting cash from
its customers.

UK MP promises 
to perform role of
care-worker in India
London, March 24 
An Indian-origin British
MP said that she will be
returning to her previous
role of a care-worker on
Tuesday to join the fight
against the Covid pandem-
ic in the UK.

Nadia Whittome, born in
the UK to a Punjabi father,
became the youngest MP
in the House of Commons
representing her birth-
place of Nottingham in
central England after her
win in the December 2019
General Election. 

“Care workers work tire-
lessly to support communi-
ties, yet rarely receive
recognition and pay that
reflects their contribution,”
she said.

In a swipe at UK Home
Secretary Priti Patel, who
is leading on visa changes
for Britain’s post-Brexit
points-based immigration
system based on skills, the
Opposition MP said that
the government views
care-workers as “not
skilled” and that her
return to the “frontline
job” was an act of solidari-
ty with her colleagues and
the elderly, who are in the
high-risk category of the
coronavirus outbreak.

“I hope that my return-
ing to care work will give
profile and recognition
to the workers responsi-
ble for the dignity, well-
being and health of so
many,” she said.

Her move comes as the
state-funded National

Health Service (NHS) had
appealed to former and
retired doctors, nurses and
care-workers to return to
work to assist with the
immense workload as a
result of the rapid spread of
the deadly virus.

Whittome has criticised
the government for not
going “far or fast enough”
to stop the spread of Covid
in the UK, where the death
toll hit 335 and a three-week
lockdown is in place to
enforce social distancing
rules.  —PTI

❝ I am returning part-
time to my previous job
as a care worker
because social care is
already in crisis and the
care system is in
serious danger of
falling apart
at the
seams
during the
Covid
pandemic.

Nadia Whittome

■ Nadia Whittome, born in
the UK to a Punjabi father,
became the youngest MP
in the House of Commons
representing her birth-
place of Nottingham in
central England after her
win in the December 2019
General Election.
■ The 23-year-old Labour
Party MP said she would
donate the salary from her
part-time role at ExtraCare
retirement home to a local
Covid support fund.

German mounted police patrol during a partial lockdown in Dresden on Tuesday. REUTERS

The limits will not apply to ATMS that do not recycle notes and
are restocked by the banks.

PANDEMIC BAIL OUT

File pic of New York Times Beijing bureau chief Steven Lee
Myers after China announced it would expel American
journalists from three major US newspapers. AFP
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Tokyo, March 24
The 2020 Tokyo Olympics
have been postponed to no
later than the summer of
2021 because of the coron-
avirus pandemic sweeping
the globe, the International
Olympic Committee
announced today.

The Games were scheduled
for July 24-August 9, but after
telephone discussions
between IOC president
Thomas Bach and Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, a
historic joint decision was
taken for the first postpone-
ment of an Olympics in
peacetime.

Abe said Bach was in "100
percent agreement" when
Japan asked the IOC to push
back the Games.

In a joint statement, the
pair said that based on cur-
rent World Health Organiza-
tion information, the Tokyo
Games "must be rescheduled
to a date beyond 2020 but not
later than summer 2021, to
safeguard the health of the
athletes, everybody involved
in the Olympic Games and
the international communi-
ty".

"The leaders agreed that the
Olympic Games in Tokyo
could stand as a beacon of
hope to the world during
these troubled times and that
the Olympics flame could
become the light at the end of
the tunnel in which the world
finds itself at present. There-
fore, it was agreed that the
Olympics flame will stay in
Japan. It was also agreed that
the Games will keep the
name Olympic and Para-
lympic Games Tokyo 2020,"
the statement concluded.

The decision will be a dev-
astating blow for the city of
Tokyo, which had won wide-
spread praise for its organisa-
tion, with venues finished
well ahead of time and tickets
massively oversubscribed.

Highest-profile postponement
The Olympics, which has
experienced boycotts, terror-
ist attacks and protests, but
has been held every four
years since 1948, would be

the highest-profile event
affected by the virus that has
killed thousands and closed
sports competitions world-
wide.

The IOC has come under
increasing pressure in recent

days to postpone the Games,
scheduled to start on July 24,
with 1.7 billion people across
the planet in lockdown to pre-
vent the further spread of
Covid-19.

Tokyo was spending some

$12.6 billion to host the
Games, according to its latest
budget, and experts believe a
postponement could cost it
some $6 billion in the short-
term before recouping it
when they eventually go

ahead.
It will also be a bitter blow

to sponsors and major
broadcasters who rely on
the four-yearly extravagan-
za for critical advertising
revenue. — AFP

NO TIME FOR GAMES
IOC postpones Tokyo Olympics till the summer of 2021 due to Covid-19 pandemic

This decision today, relieves our athletes of
worries of having to train now during an
epidemic and perform their best in four
months from now.

Rajeev Mehta, INDIAN OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION SECRETARY GENERAL

It is with profound sadness that we accept
the postponement, but in all consciousness
it is the only decision we can support, in
light of the devastating impact Covid-19 is
having on our nation, our communities and
our families. Andy Andson, BRITISH OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION CHIEF EXECUTIVE

The now quick and clear decision to
postpone the Olympic and Paralympic
Games is a correct and enormously
important step for international sport and
the entire world community.

Alfons Hormann, GERMAN OLYMPIC SPORTS CONFEDERATION PRESIDENT

The IOC has given us some good news by
announcing that the Olympic Games will be
postponed. It will allow all athletes to be able
to compete in equal conditions

Alejandro Blanco, SPANISH OLYMPIC COMMITTEE PRESIDENT

Our belief from the outstanding Rugby World
Cup 2019 in Japan, is that the hosts will
come out of this adversity stronger and more
committed than ever before to deliver an
exceptional Games. World Rugby

It is time for them to stop thinking about
Tokyo 2020 for now and be home and safe
with their families. It is what athletes want
and we believe this decision will give all
athletes, technical officials and volunteers
some respite. World Athletics 

WHO’S SAYING WHAT❝❝

People opposed to the Olympic Games display placards during a rally in front of the Tokyo railway station; and (below) Tokyo 2020
president Yoshiro Mori (L) and chief executive officer of the Games Toshiro Muto address reporters in Tokyo on Tuesday. AFP

SOFIA
Pulev says ready to 
fight Joshua  
Bulgarian Kubrat Pulev, the
IBF's mandatory challenger,
said he saw no problem in
fighting Briton Anthony Joshua
for the world heavyweight title
in a match without spectators.
The 38-year-old former
European amateur super-
heavyweight champion Pulev,
known as "The Cobra", said he
was ready to face Joshua
whenever the organisers
decide. "I'm ready for June 20,
July 25, whenever they say,"
said Pulev. "There's no
problem (if the fight is) to be
without spectators." The 30-
year-old Joshua reclaimed the
WBA, WBO and IBF belts with a
unanimous points win over
Andy Ruiz Jr in December.

JOHANNESBURG
Bob Hewitt to be 
freed on parole    
Former tennis champion and
convicted child rapist Bob
Hewitt was on Tuesday
granted parole which will see
him released next month, the
South African correctional
services ministry said.
Australia-born Hewitt was
convicted in May 2015 of
raping two girls aged 12 and
13 in the early 1980s, and of
indecently assaulting a 17-
year-old girl in 1994. He was
sentenced to six years
imprisonment and has served
three years, six months and
22 days of his sentence at a
facility in the coastal Eastern
Cape province. AGENCIES

BRIEFLY
New Delhi, Mar 24
BCCI president Sourav Gan-
guly on Tuesday said he
“doesn’t have an answer” on
the fate of this year’s Indian
Premier League (IPL) amid a
nationwide lockdown to com-
bat the Covid-19 pandemic.

The BCCI suspended the
IPL, originally scheduled
from March 29, to April 15
after the government sus-
pended all visas, barring few
categories, like diplomatic
and employment, making it
impossible for foreign play-
ers to participate in the com-
petition.

Amid the ongoing complete
lockdown, it is becoming
increasingly difficult for all
the stakeholders to work out
an alternate plan. "I can't say
anything at the moment. We
are at the same place where
we were on the day we post-
poned (the tournament).
Nothing has changed in the
last 10 days. So, I don't have
an answer to it. Status quo
remains," said Ganguly.

The former India captain
also ruled out any possibility
of something being planned
three to four months down
the line considering the pre-
vailing situation worldwide.

"You can't plan anything.
The FTP is scheduled. It's
there and you can't change
the FTP. All around the world,
cricket and more so sports
has stopped," he said.

Insurance cover
He also expressed his doubts
on whether the current situa-

tion can be covered by insur-
ance to make up for the loss-
es that all stakeholders will
suffer. "I am not sure whether
you can get insurance money.
Because this is a government
lockdown. I am not sure
whether a government lock-
down is covered by insurance
or not.”

"We will have to see. We
have not assessed all these
things. At this point of time, it
is very difficult for me to give
any concrete answer," said
the charismatic former bats-
man.

The world's richest cricket
board has not yet pledged
any donations to fight the
Covid-19 pandemic. Ganguly
said he would have a discus-
sion with secretary Jay Shah

to figure out the best possible
option. “I haven't had a dis-
cussion with Jay. Let's see.
We will assess the situation,
follow directives and see
what happens," he said.

Helping hand
The former CAB president
also said if the state govern-
ment wants, the Eden Gar-
dens indoor facility and the
players’ dormitory could be
provided to create a tempo-
rary medical facility just as
the Pondicherry Cricket
Association has offered to do.

"If the government asks us,
we will certainly hand over
the facility. Anything that is
need of the hour, we will do it.
There is absolutely no prob-
lem," he asserted.

Ganguly welcomed the
complete lockdown and
expressed hope that the
move will help flatten the
curve eventually. "I think
this is the best option at the
current moment. Certain
things are beyond anybody's
control. Whatever directives
that the government and the
Ministry of Health gives us,
we have to follow. That's the
case all over the world," he
said. — PTI

Only war has led to cancellation 
Berlin 1916 It is not clear when the Games fell victim to the war,
but the founder of the modern Olympics, Pierre de Coubertin,
decreed that the Berlin 1916 Games still be counted as the sixth
Olympiad, even though they never took place.

Tokyo 1940 With Japan at war with China from 1937, diplomatic
pressure grew for Japan to give up the Games. The Japanese
Olympic Committee eventually bowed to the inevitable and in
1938 told the IOC it would not be hosting the Games, euphemisti-
cally citing the “trouble with China” as the reason. They also aban-
doned the winter Games, planned in the northern city of Sapporo.
The IOC awarded the summer Games to Helsinki instead and the
winter Games to St Moritz in Switzerland, but these too fell victim
to World War II.

London 1944 Despite what British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill called the "gathering storm" over Europe due to Nazi
Germany, the IOC met in London in July 1939 to decide which
city would host the 1944 Olympics. They plumped for London,

Delayed, Olympics will still be called 'Tokyo 2020'
Tokyo: The postponed Olympics will retain the name "Tokyo
2020" despite being held next year, the city's governor said
today. "The name will remain Tokyo 2020," Yuriko Koike
told reporters after Japan's prime minister said he agreed a
year's delay with the head of the International Olympic Com-
mittee because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Never thought I’d see my city like this 
Sourav Ganguly on Tuesday said the empty roads in his
home city Kolkata, owing to a nationwide lockdown to con-
tain the Covid-19 pandemic, were the kind of scenes he
never thought he would witness in his lifetime. “Never
thought would see my city like this .. stay safe .. this will
change soon for the better ...love and affection to all...,"
Ganguly posted on his Twitter page alongside images of
deserted roads. 

No clarity on IPL right now: Ganguly

Follow the truck: Sehwag’s advice for masses
New Delhi: Former India cricketer Virender Sehwag has
some advice to give those on Twitter amid the coronavirus
pandemic and for that, he tweeted the picture of the back
of an Indian truck. It had the words “Keep Distance OK”
which is commonly found on trucks across the country.
“Truck ka paalan kijiye. Please follow this. #Covid_19
(sic.),” Sehwag tweeted. On Monday, Sehwag, who never
fails to impress his followers with his social media pun,
had shared a video of a rag-picker, who took part in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Janata Curfew clapping initia-
tive, to pay tribute to all the medical staff and healthcare
professionals who are working round the clock. IANS

Nyon (Switzerland), Mar 24
UEFA has announced that
it has postponed the Cham-
pions League, Europa
League and women's
Champions League finals,
originally scheduled for
May, due to the coron-
avirus pandemic, with no
new date given.

European football's gov-
erning body had already
postponed the competitions
until further notice earlier
this month. UEFA said on
Monday that "no decision
has yet been made on
rearranged dates".

"The working group,
established last week as a
result of the conference call
among the stakeholders of
European football, which
was chaired by UEFA presi-
dent, Aleksander Ceferin,
will analyse the options
available," UEFA said in a
statement. "The group has

already begun its examina-
tion of the calendar.
Announcements will be
made in due course."

The 2020 men's Champi-
ons League final had been
due to be played at Istan-
bul's Ataturk Stadium on
May 30, with the Europa
League final to have been
staged in Polish city Gdan-
sk three days before.

The women's Champions
League final was scheduled
for May 24 in Vienna.

Four of the men's last-16
second legs, originally slat-
ed for March 17 and 18,
were delayed because of the
new coronavirus outbreak,
along with all of the Europa
League last-16 return
games. Europe's top
leagues have all been post-
poned, while the 2020 Euro-
pean Championship has
been put back until next
year. — AFP

UEFA postpones CL,
Europa League finals

Bayern, Dortmund agree for pay cuts 
Berlin: Footballers at Germany's top teams including Bayern
Munich have agreed to take pay cuts to help clubs survive the
economic impact of the coronavirus, media reports said
today. Newspaper Bild reports that players and club officials
at champions Bayern, top of the Bundesliga when the season
was halted on March 13, have accepted a 20 percent cut in
their salaries. Like all top European leagues the German top
flight is losing income from broadcasting, sponsorships and
ticket sales during the Covid-19 pandemic, with matches in
Germany suspended until at least April 2. Bayern has a mas-
sive wage bill which reached ̂ 336 million last year, almost
half of club turnover. Rivals Borussia Dortmund and Bayer
Leverkusen players are also in talks over pay cut proposals
with management. AFP

Johannesburg, March 24
Veteran pacer Dale Steyn
has been excluded from
Cricket South Africa's
national contracts for the
2020-21 season even as left-
arm seamer Beuran Hen-
dricks was included in the
16-member list.

The 36-year-old Steyn had
made a comeback this Feb-
ruary after being laid low by
injury in the last three
years, hoping to be a part of
the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup in Australia in October.

The South African board,
however, showed faith in the
young players, awarding
contract upgrades to fast
bowler Anrich Nortje, all-
rounder Dwaine Pretorius
and batsman Rassie van der
Dussen -- who played more
matches last season.

Former skipper Faf du
Plessis has also been
offered a new contract by
the board, suggesting he
will be an important mem-
ber of the team which has a
busy summer, which
includes home Tests
against Sri Lanka and Aus-
tralia. — PTI

No CSA
contract for
Dale Steyn

Vinayak Padmadeo
Tribune News Service

NewDelhi, March 24
It came as a great relief for
the Indian athletes as news
percolated down that the
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) has postponed
the Tokyo Olympics to 2021.

A few of them are some-
what sad that they will now
have to wait another year to
get a shot at Olympics glory,
but others saw it an opportu-
nity to work hard and get bet-
ter at their skills.

Skeet shooter Angad
Bajwa, winner of back-to-
back gold medals at the
Asian Shooting Champi-
onships, said it was a sad day
but the right call had been
made. “It is a sad day for me
and many others, we have
worked hard to earn the qual-
ifications and were looking
forward to competing in
Tokyo, but under these cir-
cumstances we all knew that
the Games will have to be
postponed,” he said.

The only Indian athlete to
have won two individual
Olympics medals, wrestler
Sushil Kumar, mirrored
Bajwa’s views. “I don’t mind
Olympics getting pushed to
2021. Health of our athletes
and general population is
more important that any-
thing else,” Sushil said.

“This is the first time that I
am forced to spend time at
my home. My wife and my
twins are thrilled about it, but
I have never spent time like
this away from mat. But the
situation is such that we all
need to take care. So it is fine
that Olympics can wait,”
added Sushil, who had not yet
qualified for the Olympics.

Good move
Boxer Vikas Krishan, who
earned his Tokyo ticket at the
Asian Olympic Qualifier
Tournament in Jordan, wel-
comed the postponement. “I
am very happy and I wel-
come this move to postpone
the Olympics. It wouldn’t
feel right for sports when
people are dying all around
us,” 69kg division boxer Kris-
han said. “It is a relief. Now
I am waiting for the day
when the government tells
us that the danger is over
and we can resume the
camps and train hard. Till
that time, we all have to stay
home and stay clear of the
virus,” he added.

‘Can’t wait to get started’
Rifle shooter and Olympian
Sanjeev Rajput said that he is
itching to get back to competi-
tive training. “If you ask me,
the postponement is an
advantage to us (Indian shoot-
ers), for it gives us another

year to fine-tune our tech-
nique and work on our weaker
points,” Rajput said. “But the
important part for us would be
to declare the team and give
them a quarantine facility to
the Tokyo-bound team where
they can train,” he added.

A step in right direction 
Indian athletes hail decision to postpone Games   

REACTIONS

Indian men’s team chief coach Graham Reid during a
training session in Bengaluru. HI

The situation right now is not good. Life always
comes first, everything else can wait. Players'
safety is paramount. Everyone who took this
decision factored this in. I think it's good for

everyone. Now I get more time to prepare, our
training plans can be extended. And it's not just

for me, it is true for everyone around the world.
Mary Kom, BOXER

Happy that it's postponed even though some
of us haven't qualified. We are eager to
know what the qualification (process)
would be like going ahead. As an athlete
who's played Olympics before I would say
it's good as everyone can chill now and not
worry about preparations amid a lockdown. We all
have to be safe first and then we can think about
preparations

Saina Nehwal, BADMINTON STAR

It's a good decision because everyone is disturbed.
Athletes' health is paramount. No one is training proper-
ly. It's not just about India, it's also about the entire
world. We first have to save people from this epidemic.

Bajrang Punia, WRESTLER

It is very disappointing that the Olympics will not go
ahead in 2020, but given the unprecedented circum-
stances facing the world at present it is totally under-
standable and expected.

Graham Reid, MEN'S HOCKEY TEAM COACH

It was really required as no athlete is able to train 
all over the world. It's good that the Olympics is 
postponed and now we have proper time to train 
and prepare and plan.

Anjum Moudgil, SHOOTER
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Q.I  am a Class XII (Humani-
ties) student. History is

my favourite subject and after
watching Indiana Jones, I have
become very fascinated with
archaeology. But since no one
in our family or friends is famil-
iar with this field, I don’t know
what prospects it offers. Can
you please tell me something
about it so that I can convince
my parents?   

— MANVEEN SUKHIJA

A.Archaeologists study
extinct cultures and

civilisations, and the past of
living societies through
excavation, analysis and
interpretation of their arte-
facts, human and other
remains. It includes instruc-
tion in archaeological theo-
ry, field and sophisticated
dating methods, conserva-
tion, and cultural and physi-
cal evolution. 

India has an extraordinari-
ly rich heritage dating back
to thousands of years across
its vast and varied landscape. 

It wouldn’t be an exaggera-
tion to say that 90 per cent of
all archaeological sites have
not been excavated. Modern
day archaeologists use
diverse remote sensing
datasets, including lasers,
remote sensing and satellite
imaging systems to detect
and map even totally invisi-
ble features ranging from
extinct rivers and fragment-
ed walls to entire “hidden”
cities. NASA is a rich reposi-

tory of high-resolution data.
Preserving our rich and

diverse heritage and pro-
tecting it from urbanisation,
vandalism, climate change
and neglect is of utmost
importance. But before we
do that, we need to map
their location. 

Moreover heritage can be
protected only when we share
our knowledge with the people
living in the surrounding areas
and co-opting them in our con-
servation effort.

You can study archaeology
at the bachelor’s level or
alternatively, you could do
your bachelor’s in history
and pursue archaeology at
the PG level.

A majority of jobs related to
this field are offered by the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI). 

There are increasing oppor-

tunities both in the public
and private sectors in her-
itage management, museum
curating and academics,
regional archaeological serv-
ices and development work
both in India and overseas.
You can also work with muse-
ums, research bodies, travel
& tourism industry or with
conservation bodies like
Indian Council for Cultural
Research (ICCR) or INTACH.
Private collectors also
require the services of
archaeologists.

Specialisations in this field
include epigraphy (deci-
phering ancient inscrip-
tions), space archaeology,
numismatics (the study of
old coins, medals, etc. to
reconstruct history), restora-
tion and conservation of
ancient monuments, her-
itage sites and artefacts.

RANKER SCHOLAR
APTITUDE TEST (RSAT)
Ranker Scholar Aptitude Test
(RSAT) has announced this schol-
arship for the meritorious Class
XII passed/appearing and degree
students and provides them with
favourable opportunities for high-
er education along with several
awards. 
Eligibility:
Indian students who have
passed or will be appearing in
Class XII examination in the cur-
rent academic year, can apply for
the award. Selected students will
get cash awards, prizes and oth-
er gifts.
How to apply: Students can 
visit the online website 
Deadline: March 20, 2020
Check out: www.b4s.in/jc/RSA3  

K C MAHINDRA
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Delhi K C Mahindra Education
Trust has opened this scholarship
for Indian graduate students who
want to pursue post-graduate stud-
ies abroad. The objective of the

scholarship is to support deserving
and needy students and help them
continue their higher education.
Eligibility:
Indian students who have
secured admission or have
applied for admission in rep-
utable foreign universities for
courses commencing from
August 2020 and have a first-
class degree or an equivalent
diploma of a similar standard
from a recognised university,
can apply for the scholarship.

An interest-free loan of up to 
~8 lakh will be awarded to the
top three K C Mahindra 
Fellows. The rest of the 
successful applicants will 
get an interest-free loan up to
~4lakh.
How to apply: Online
Deadline: March 31, 2020
Check out: www.b4s.in/jc/KCM1  

CSM TRUST
UNDERGRADUATE MINING
SCHOLARSHIP 
The Camborne School of Mines
Trust, UK, has announced this
scholarship for the students pur-
suing undergraduate courses at
the University of Exeter. The schol-
arship aims to support the studies
of first-year Mining undergradu-
ates and offer them financial
awards.
Eligibility:
Indian students who hold an
offer for B.Eng or M.Eng Engi-
neering at the University of
Exeter (2020), can apply for this
scholarship. As many as 25
selected students will get a

scholarship of GBP 6,000 in
three termly instalments.
How to apply: Online
Deadline: May 31, 2020 
Check out: www.b4s.in/jc/CTU1  

YOUNG INDIA FELLOWSHIP  
Ashoka University, Haryana, has
announced this fellowship for
undergraduate and postgraduate
students. The aim of this fellowship
is to recognise and select out-
standing young individuals.
Eligibility:
Indian students with an under-
graduate or postgraduate degree
in any discipline, who are less
than 28 years of age, can apply for
this fellowship. Selected students
will get admission to a one-year
multidisciplinary postgraduate
diploma programme in Liberal
Studies and financial assistance
ranging from 25 per cent fee waiv-
er to 100 per cent fee waiver.
Deadline: March 31, 2020
How to apply: Online
Check out: www.b4s.in/jc/AUS3    

— Inputs courtesy buddy4study.com

Bone up on archaeology courses

Q.Our daughter had com-
pleted her MBBS last

year. Considering the acute
shortage of medical seats at
the PG level, we are not sure
whether she will succeed in
getting a seat. What else
could she do?  

— KEERTI AWASTHI

A.Considering that India
faces a shortfall of

around 82 per cent special-
ists, there may be a signifi-
cant addition of 10,000 new
postgraduate medical seats
from the new academic ses-
sion this year to improve
availability of specialists
across the country besides
facilitating the district resi-
dency programme, which
entails at least three
months of rural posting.

The Board of Governors
has approved the proposal
to increase PG seats after
concerns were raised by
states about the residency
programme, saying hospi-
tals attached to medical col-
leges will suffer if these stu-
dents are sent to district
hospitals. Serving in dis-
trict hospitals is mandatory
for every PG student.

The Board has given the
go-ahead to district residen-
cy programme. Presently,
we have over 23,000 PG and
68,500 undergraduate med-

ical seats in both govern-
ment and private colleges
across the country.

The district residency pro-
gramme has been in the
works, but the BoG’s
approval will facilitate the
increase in seats in the
2020-21 sessions itself. 

As for other options, there
are several: Ranging from
Hospital managent, Public
Health Administration, Law,
Clinical Research, Commu-
nity Health, Pharma market-
ing, quality control etc. But
let her target her first choice
(PG in med) first.

Choices for pursuing PG in 
other fields after MBBS  

Q.I have experience of 7
years after MTech from

a good institute. I intend to
change my job. I have
applied multiple times
through job portals buy I am
not getting an interview call.
Please help me.

A.There are 5 key rea-
sons why you may not

be getting an interview call
and below are some possi-
ble solutions that may help
you resolve the same - 
1. Your resume has responsibil-
ities but not accomplishments:
Sometimes people make a
mistake of putting their roles
in their resume and not their
accomplishments. Please
understand this is resume
and not a job description.
The recruiter will know the
responsibilities of your role
but what they need to under-
stand is if you can be success-
ful in the role.
2. You're trying to send appli-
cations quickly and not "tai-
loring" your resume: Each
job has customised require-
ments, this is not  a 'one size
fits all' world anymore. You
will need to go through key
words in the job description
very carefully and accord-
ingly adjust your resume.
3. You're applying for posi-
tions that aren't the right fit
for your background. Please
don't do upload your
resume every chance you
get. Look carefully for the
experience and education
criteria. These are two basic
parameters. Sometimes
there is an explicitly stated
"eligibility" criteria. While

these are flexible, it is still a
guideline and backgrounds
not fitting into this guide-
line may not be shortlisted.
4. Your work experience does-
n't appear on the top half of
page 1 of your resume. For-
matting your resume well
in order to place on top of
what an employer is look-
ing for is vital. Don't "bury"
it at the bottom of page 1. It
should begin on the top half
of page 1, no exceptions. If
you bury it, it seems like
you are giving less impor-
tance to it. Remember, your
CV always moves from the
most important element at
the top to the least impor-
tant element at the bottom. 
5. Your resume is too long
and is getting skimmed over
rather than read closely.  No
one has the patience or
time to find the details in a
lengthy and unwieldly
resume. It puts people off
immediately. If you have a
lot to add please add
annexures but keep your
resume short and simple.
Your resume is really a
highlight reel and a sales
pitch to the company show-
ing them how you can help
them achieve their goals.
It's not a list of everything
you've ever done… at least
not if you want to get inter-
views. You can attempt cre-
ating a master resume
from which you delete
things to make a more cus-
tomized short version.
— The expert is a Panchkula-based employ-

ability expert and Chief Mentor, Maven
Career Coaching

MENTOR MINUTES
SANJAY ARORA

Why am I not getting
interview call?

CAREERCATURE
SANDEEP JOSHI

Please maintain your social distance!

SARVESH AGRAWAL

The next two weeks are the
most crucial for India in
the wake of COVID-19.
Considering this, business-
es across the country are
taking precautionary deci-
sions which are meant to
maintain social distancing
and avoiding unnecessary
travel of employees. Some
of the key businesses espe-
cially the internet-based
business, startups, and
tech giants have mandated
work from home for all of
their employees.

Work from home culture

has been gaining populari-
ty in businesses for the
past couple of years. How-
ever, only a small percent-
age of companies and its
employees are completely
familiar with the concept.
In this scenario, profes-
sionals who are new to the
concept, face the challenge
of keeping up their produc-
tivity and efficiency. 

When you are working in
a home setting, you are

likely to get distracted
because of multiple factors
like family, pets, television,
changed eating and sleep-
ing routine, and so on.
Here, it becomes a chal-
lenge for you to be equally
productive at work as you
would be in the office. To
gear up for this, you could
take the following meas-
ures and ensure maximum
work efficiency:
1. Plan your day: When you

are working from home,
spend some time at the
beginning of the day plan-
ning your whole day. List
down all your tasks and
arrange those in descend-
ing priority. Set targets for
the day and document
those as and when you
achieve one. Share your
progress with your team
members or manager at
the end of the day. Plan the
calls and web conferences

with your team or clients
ahead as you would nor-
mally schedule a meeting. 
2. Stay connected with the team:
To stay focused throughout
the day, it is essential that
you stay connected with
your team. To do the same,
make sure you are always
available for calls, emails,
and instant messaging
apps like Hangouts chat.
Check-in with your team
every once in a while

regarding work or to dis-
cuss something informal as
you would do in the office.
Practising this not only
ensures your focus but also
helps your team members
to stay on track too.
3. Keep dedicated office
space at home: Despite
being in a home setting,
plan work as if you are at
your workplace. Keep a
dedicated space for work
at home that is less prone
to distractions and is com-
fortable. Have your family
or roommates understand
your work schedule to
avoid distractions. Be
clear about your work tim-
ings which include when
you will start working,
take a break to snack or
stretch or walk, have
lunch, and when you will
end your day.
4. Get acquainted with tools
to navigate work-from-home:
In order to stay as efficient
as possible, it is critical that
you get acquainted with
technology as it is through
this only that you can stay
connected with your work
life - team and their
progress, clients, boss, part-

ners, and so on. You must
get acquainted with basic
tools like document shar-
ing, using work manage-
ment tools like Trello and
Teamwork, Google Drive,
Dropbox, Skype, and other
tools like Google Hangouts
Meet, Slack, Team Viewer,
and Zoom to coordinate
with your team, having
meetings and conferences
with your clients, or to con-
duct interviews for recruit-
ing new employees.

While it is challenging to
work remotely, this is also
an opportunity for you to
acquire and hone so many
new skills like planning, for-
ward-thinking, coordina-
tion in times of distress, and
so on. In addition to this, it
is natural that when you are
working from home, you
will save a lot of commute
time and get to spend it with
your family. You could
utilise this time to plan your
work, spend time with fam-
ily, and help your kids man-
age their studies when the
schools are closed.

The writer is the Founder and CEO of
Internshala, an internship and training

platform (internshala.com)

Make work-from-home work 

SCHOLARSHIP ROUND-UP

COURSE CRUISING
BSc  Geology
Manav Rachna International Insti-
tute of Research and Studies (For-
merly Manav Rachna International
University, deemed to be university
under Section 3 of the UGC Act,
1956) announced the commence-
ment of admission to its BSc (Hons.)
Geology programme.
How to apply: Eligible candidates
can apply online and offline. Visit
the website manavrachna.edu.in
for more details. 
Programmes offered: BSc (Hons.)
Geology  (3 years) 
MSc. in Applied Geology: (2 years) 
Eligibility: BSc (Hons.) Geology.
Plus II (with science) Examination/
Equivalent Examination with at
least 50 per cent marks in aggre-
gate in five subjects, including Eng-
lish as a compulsory subject along
with 4 subjects with the highest
score out of the remaining subjects. 
MSc. in Applied Geology: 50 per
cent marks in aggregate in gradua-
tion from a recognised university,
bachelor’s degree in Geology/
Applied Geology.
Selection criteria: Marks in quali-
fying exams or marks in Manav
Rachna National Aptitude Test
2020 (MRNAT 2020)

MSc Environmental
Change and International
Development
The University of Sheffield, UK is

inviting applications for MSc Envi-
ronmental Change and Internation-
al Development course starting in
September 2020.
Duration: 1 year
Eligibility: Holders of a three-year
bachelor degree with a minimum of
60 per cent or "first class" in an
area of the social sciences or medi-
cine from a reputable university. 
Fee: The annual fee for overseas
students is £23,750. 
Check out:
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/post-
graduate/taught/courses/2020/e
nvironmental-change-and-interna-
tional-development-msc or contact

Institute of Management
Studies (IMS) 
Institute of Management Studies
IMSinvites application for different
courses for its 2020 batch. 
How to apply: Applicants seeking
admission are required to fill a sep-
arate application form for the same.
Applicants can collect the applica-
tion form, from the institute by pay-
ing ~1000 (cash) for UG courses &
~1400 (cash) for PGDM pro-
gramme. 
Eligibility: Candidates should have
passed Plus II from any recognised
Board of Education such as AISS-
CE/IB/ICSE, or equivalent.
Deadline:  July 2020
Check out: http://imsnoida.com/
http://imsnoida.in
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USHA ALBUQUERQUE

The world today is in the grip
of a deadly viral disease —this
is no horror fantasy movie. In
fact, it is much worse, as the
deadly  strain of a new evolved
virus is spreading rapidly
across the globe having infect-
ed more than 3,00,000. More
than 11,000 have died due to
this around the world. It is a
pandemic like no other and
governments, doctors, health
workers, and others are scram-
bling to treat the infected,
counsel the quarantined, and
most importantly study the
pattern of the virus’ muta-
tions and try to predict its
spread so as to contain and
mitigate its lethal effects.

Among those working
against the clock in helping
solve the corona virus crisis
are Bio-statisticians who,
together with doctors and epi-
demiologists, are collecting
data about the numbers
infected, the causes for the
spread of the infection, the
pattern of contagion and so on,
conducting statistical analyses
and mathematical modeling
so as to help advise govern-
ment and health advisors on
how to tackle the spread of this
deadly epidemic. 

Bio-statisticians have been
using base raw data from
those infected in countries
like China, S Korea Italy and
Iran and through mathemat-
ical modeling and a range of
statistical studies and tools
warning governments and
health workers about the
likely peak in infected cases
and fatalities, and the need to
'flatten the curve' by intro-
ducing mitigating con-
straints such as social dis-
tancing, quanrantine and
enforced hand washing. 

Biostatisticians play a very
important role as they analyze
data and statistics on living
things collected during med-
ical research studies to draw

conclusions or make predica-
tions.  They use their knowl-
edge of mathematics, statis-
tics, and science to research on
matters of healthcare. More-
over, by applying statistics to
their scientific research, a bio-
statistician in help develop
statistical processes to address
issues of human health.
Today’s bio-statisticians are
also exposed and trained in
some of the top-tier, cutting-
edge statistical software pack-

ages such as SPSS or R and
trained  to quickly provide
descriptive reports on vari-
ables, statistics that examine
relationships among different
variables, statistics that speak
to whether some findings like-
ly generalised to broader pop-
ulations, and more. 

WORK PROFILE
Biostatisticians typically
work in a hospital, research
lab or office, alone or with a

team. They will formulate or
help formulate questions or
challenges related to medical
issues, gather data from vari-
ous sources, coordinate the
collection of the data, and
then analyse the data to
answer those questions.
They may perform data gath-
ering through numerous
sources, use a variety of tech-
nologies and tools to analyse
the information, prepare
reports on their findings, and

consult with others in the
medical field to arrive at their
conclusion. The work of a
bio-statisticians can include:
■ Testing new drugs and
using data to determine risks
and effectiveness
■ Studying various risk fac-
tors leading to disease
■ Designing principles for
randomised controlled trials
■ Using statistical data 
to look at links that could
highlight causes or cures of
disease
■ Evaluating results of cancer
and other death threatening
disease studies

Job prospects
Most bio-statisticians work in
academia, with government or
private research facilities, hos-
pitals, and for national, interna-
tional, public and private organ-
isations involved in the study of
patterns of health and disease
in populations. Government
and international organisations
like the National Centre for Dis-
ease Control, Indian Council of
medical Research, World
Health Organisation(WHO),
United Nations, Médecins Sans
Frontières and the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), and oth-
er international charities target-
ing disease outbreaks overseas,
regularly recruit bio-statisti-
cians, epidemiologists and pub-
lic health experts for field sup-
port of projects. 

Job opportunities in bio-sta-
tistics are projected to grow as
the incidence and spread of
diseases increase. Moreover,
advances in the availability
and processing of “big data”,
along with the growing inte-
gration of advanced mapping
software, will open up new
opportunities in this area. 

So for those interested in
bio-sciences and with a curi-
ous and inquisitive mind,
this career will be vitally sig-
nificant in the coming
months as we fight this pan-
demic for the humanity.
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GAURI CHHABRA

In an age where there is an
explosion of information,
multiple versions of facts
and conflation of views and
facts, the need for correct
facts becomes paramount.
This is exactly what the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting does, i.e.
bring correct information.
Building a robust network
of information systems to
inform the masses about
various government
schemes, new plans and ini-
tiatives etc is essential. In
this regard, the Indian
Information Service (IIS)
officers ensure the right
channelisation, dispersion,
and dissemination of infor-
mation in leading media
frontiers to make informa-
tion readily available to the
Indian population.

ABOUT INDIAN
INFORMATION SERVICE (IIS)
The Indian Information
Service (IIS) is the adminis-
trative civil service under
Group A and Group B of the
Central Civil Services of the
executive branch of the
Government of India.

Indian Information Service
officers are the media man-
agers of the Government of
India. They act as a vital com-
munication link between the
government and the people
by way of disseminating
information and communi-
cating various government
policies and schemes to the
public at large; and also col-
lecting and providing valu-
able feedback to the govern-
ment for policy formulation.

Most IIS officers work in var-
ious media units, which are

under the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
such as DD News, All India
Radio, Press Information
Bureau, DAVP etc. During
their tenure in the Press Infor-
mation Bureau, they are post-
ed with various ministries as
spokespersons to handle the
Ministry’s information and
communication needs and
help in policy formulation.

IIS officers are also posted
as spokespersons to various
constitutional bodies such
as Election Commission of
India and statutory bodies
such as Central Bureau of
Investigation. Besides post-
ings all over India, an IIS
officer also gets posted to a
few foreign assignments
under Prasar Bharati.

GENESIS
Indian Information Service
(IIS) was established as an
organised central service
named Central Information
Service (CIS) on  March 1,
1960. Prior to 1960, these
posts were manned by offi-
cers recruited separately by
each media unit. In 1987,
CIS was bifurcated into IIS
Group 'A' and IIS Group 'B' .

RECRUITMENT
IIS Group-A officers are
selected through two modes,

Direct recruitment through
the prestigious Civil Services
Examination conducted by
the Union Public Service
Commission for recruitment
to the various Civil Services
and also through promotion

to IIS Group-A from the
Senior Grade officers of IIS
Group-B.

QUALIFICATION
It is an administered civil
service cadre. This service
comes under the Ministry
of Information and broad-
casting. Officers for IIS are
selected through the Civil
services exams conducted
by UPSC.

Candidates must have a
degree from a recognised
university or institute, diplo-
ma/PG Diploma in Journal-
ism/ Mass Communication
from a recognised universi-
ty/institution. OR Degree in
journalism and mass com-
munication from a recog-
nised university/institute.

TRAINING
After the officers are allo-
cated the Service depend-
ing on their rank and pref-
erences in the Civil
Services Exam, they under-
go a three-month Founda-
tion Course at Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy
of Administration Mus-
soorie. This is followed by
nine months of professional
training at Indian Institute
of Mass Communication,
New Delhi. During the
training period there is also
a 3-week training module
for IIS Officer Trainees at
Film and Television Insti-
tute of India Pune. There-
after, an IIS Probationer
undergoes one year On-
Job-Training, during which

he/she is attached to vari-
ous media units under Min-
istry of Information and
Broadcasting such as-
■ Press Information Bureau
■ All India Radio
■ DD News
■ Registrar of Newspapers
for India
■ Publications Division[5]
■ Directorate of Field Publicity
■ New Media Wing of Min-
istry of Information and
Broadcasting
■ Directorate of Advertising
and Visual Publicity
■ Electronic Media Moni-
toring Centre

POSTINGS AFTER TRAINING
The Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting has
its own media houses that

help in the dissemination
of information from the
government to the public.
IIS officers are stationed
in these media units to
serve the government's
interests. 
■ Many IIS officers work in
DD News, All India Radio net-
works, Prasar Bharathi, etc. 
■ They also serve as officers
in Press information
bureaus. In these bureaus,
they get higher postings
leading them to represent
respective ministries in the
form of spokespersons. 
■ IIS officers are also deput-
ed as spokespersons to the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India, the elec-
tion commission of India,
and also the Central Bureau

of investigation. 
■ They are also deputed
internationally on foreign
assignments. 

Work profile
By its very nature of han-
dling the information and
communication, the Ser-
vice enjoys a great diversity
in its nature of work and
responsibilities. The Min-
istry of I&B lists the func-
tions of an IIS officer in its
official mandate as
■ To plan and execute the
media strategy to provide
publicity to various pro-
grammes/schemes of the gov-
ernment for the welfare of the
people across the country.
■ Organising press confer-
ences and visual publicity
campaigns for disseminat-
ing information to the peo-
ple on the various activi-
ties and policies of the
Government of India
through various tools of
mass communication.
■ Control, supervision and
guidance to News Services
units of All India Radio and
DD News including region-
al news units.
■ To look after administra-
tion and coordination work
of PIB headquarters and
day to day publicity work of
the government.
■ To guide, supervise and
control the field publicity
units of the Central Govern-
ment spread across the
country and to issue timely
directions for effective
monitoring and evaluation
of field units.
■ To monitor the complex
legal issues involved in the
verification of titles, regis-
tration and circulation for
Newspapers in India.

GETTING IN
Biostatistics is a branch of statistics related to
medical and health applications, and so those
getting into this field must have a strong
background in science, particularly Biology
and Chemistry.  You also need to be good in
maths and statistics and be data proficient as
you will be working with statistical analysis
and data presentation software programs.
While there are B Sc courses in Bio-statistics,
to work in this highly complex scientific field
would require a minimum of a Master of
Science (MS) or Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
degree in Biostatistics, mathematics or
statistics. You can get into an MS or MSc in
Bio-statistics after a bachelor’s degree in Life
Sciences, maths or statistics. Coursework will
focus on statistics, advanced maths, data
analysis, and more. It will also cover certain
areas of medicine in order to provide a solid
foundation on which to apply the findings of

the research.
The master’s in Bio - Biostatistics is offered

by several universities and institutes,
including Delhi and Mumbai University and
the Indian Statistical Institute. Some
institutes such as SRM University offer an
MSc Biostatistics & Epidemiology which
focuses on the integration of epidemiology,
biostatistics and public health. 
Some of the colleges offering courses in bio
- biostatistics:
■ Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), New Delhi
■ Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkatta
■ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Kanpur, Mumbai
■ Manipal University, Karnatka
■ Shri Venkateshwara University
■ SRM University, Chennai

CAREER PROSPECTS
Soon after the probationary period of an IIS officer, he gets posted to a media
unit attached to the government of India. Again, the tenure at the media unit is
dependent on the number of vacancies and requirements they have at the
point of time of induction. So broadly speaking, an IIS officer travels through
these roles to achieve seniority and related benefits in his career progression.
The path traversed by the IIS officer is listed below for quick reference: 

RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION
■ Hindi Translator vacancy in Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
Recruitment 2020
■ Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has issued recruitment
notification for the post Hindi Translator eligible candidates can submit
their application before April 27, 2020.
■ Ministry of Information and Broadcasting March 2020 Notification details
Hindi Translator | MA | Job Location: Chennai | Total Vacancies: 1 |
Last date to apply: April 27, 2020

■ In the initial posting as the junior
grade officer, he serves as the
Assistant Director. 
■ In the first promotion to a senior role,
he is posted as the Deputy Director. 
■ In the junior administrative cadre,
he is appointed as the Joint Director
or as the Deputy Secretary to the
Government of India. 
■ He is also posted as the Director
in the junior administrative cadre. 

■ In the senior administration
cadre, he holds the post of
Additional Director General, which is
equivalently termed the joint
secretary posting to the
Government of India
■ As a selection grade officer, he is
posted as Director General. 
■ In higher administrative grades,
he can be posted as Principal
Director General. 
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NEET 2020 is scheduled for-
May 3, 2020 and the results of
the same are expected by June
4, 2020.  

NEET 2020 is very important
as this year the exams of AIIMS
& JIPMER have been abolished
and the admission to these insti-
tutes will also be via NEET 2020.
So there is lot of excitement
among the students as they
have to give only one exam
instead of three.

The current disruption in
the academic calendars
throughout the country
should not upset your prepa-
ration for this important
exam. It is time to utilise the
extra time at your disposal
constructively. Students
should devote up to 8 to 10
hours per day to study. They
should exhaustively revise
Class XI & XII syllabus and
take one test daily till the
time of actual exam so that
their body clock can be tuned
as per the actual exam. If you
don’t find too many tests
then simply attempt previ-
ous years’ NEET papers .
These papers will be more
beneficial and will also help
you to get familiar with the
exam pattern.

Remember, NEET is a race
against time as you have to

attempt 180 questions in 180
minutes. What this means is
that you have one minute to
react as well as solve the
question and that too with
accuracy.  NEET is also a
high-scoring exam, so you
cant afford to give up too
many questions. 

Actually, in NEET zoology,
botany, inorganic chemistry &
organic chemistry do not
involve numerical calcula-
tions, so these subjects should
be attempted first as most of
the problems here are memo-
ry or concept or fact based.
After completing this, one can
move to physical chemistry
followed by physics and
devote proper time to calcula-

tions and rechecking these so
that the is no mistake. Please
do not create ego issue with
any question. If it’s not work-
ing in 60 to 90 sec leave it and
review it at the end.

Also remember that for zool-
ogy, botany, inorganic chem-
istry & organic chemistry
NCERT books are the Bible.
So don’t forget to revise these.
At this time you are advised to
focus more on Class XI syl-
labus as most students are cut-
off from this due to board
exams. Move to Class XII syl-
labus once you have revised
that of Class XI.

All the best!
— The writer is Director Academics,

Vidyamandir Classes

IMPORTANT TOPICS 
Physics: Modern Physics & Semiconductor devices,
Magnetism & matter, Current electricity, newton laws
System of particles & rotation motion.
Chemistry: Chemical bonding & molecular structure, s & P block
elements, Equilibrium, Chemical Kinetics, d & f block elements.
Biology: biological classification, plant kingdom, animal
kingdom, cell, human health & disease, ecosystem,
principle of inheritance & variation, Human reproduction

TIPS: OTHER IMPORTANT POINTS WHICH STUDENTS CAN
CONSIDERING FOR ACING NEET 2020 ARE

Get set for race against time

1. Make a practical timetable.
2. Prepare according to the

latest syllabus.
3. Practice regularly.
4. Refer good study material.
5. Attempt full-length 

mock tests.
6. Focus more on topics that

you are weak in.
7. Prepare short notes for

last minute revision.
8. Avoid guesswork.

Join the virus warriors THE NUMBER GAME
■ A total of 15,93,452 lakh
candidates have applied for the
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) UG 2020.
In the year 2019, for the first
time, over 15 lakh candidates
had registered for the exam.
■ The number was expected to
shoot up this year because,
the medical entrance exam -
NEET has been made
mandatory for admission to
AIIMS and JIPMER. The
website this year also
witnessed a very heavy rush. 
A slight 4.87 per cent rise has
been witnessed in the number
of candidates registered this
year, increasing the 2019 
tally by 74,083 candidates. TESTING TIMES: NEET 2020
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