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1. Advent of the Europeans in India 

 

 

1.1 New Sea Route to INDIA 

• Why? 

o Renaissance which began in 1300 A.D in Europe gave new impetus to scientific 

and literary advancements. One such development was in the study of 

‘Mathematics and Ship-Building’. This increased the sea faring activity. 

o The Ottoman conquest of ‘Asia Minor’ (turkey) and capturing of Constantinople 

led to the blockade of trade between Europe and Asia. It led to the search for new 

and safe routes to India and Asia through sea. 

o The Indian Spices and especially ‘Pepper’ was so popular in Europe which acted 

as preservative for meat in long and dry winters. 

• Vasco da Gama and his adventure to India 

o Vasco da Gama, Portuguese sailor is credited with the discovery of All sea route to 

India in 1498. 

o He was received by local ruler Samudiri (Zamorin) in Calicut. 

o It is said that the spices brought back by Vasco da Gama to Portugal were sold at 

an enormous profit to the crown. 

o So, he came back to India again in 1501 and later the trade got formalized with the 

establishment of ‘Estado da India’ (Portuguese India) 

1.2 Chronology of European Arrival 

1. Portuguese (1500) 

2. Dutch (1600) 

3. English (1608) 

4. Danes (1616) 

5. French (1667) 

1.3 Advent of Portuguese 

• Entry: 1500 

• Company: Estado da India 

• Settlements: Mainly on western part of India (St. Thome and Hooghly on east) 

• Head Quarters: First Cochin later capital shifted to Goa 

• Governors:  

o Francisco De Almeida: Advocated ‘Blue Water Policy’ (To be powerful at sea 

instead on land) 

o Alfonso de Albuquerque: Acquired Goa from Bijapur Sultan, Alphonso Mango is 

named after his first name 

o Nino da Cunha: Shifted capital to Goa 
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• Contributions:  

o Introduced first printing press in India in 1556. 

o Introduced new commercial crops to India like tobacco, chilies and also vegetables 

like tomato, potato etc. 

• Decline: 

o Rivalry with Mughals (Shahjahan annexed Portugal settlement in Hooghly as they 

built a fort there without his permission) 

o Rivalry with Peshwas 

o Matrimonial alliance with British (Bombay was given away as dowry to British 

when Charles II of England married Catherine of Braganza) 

• Exit: 

o Left in 1961(Operation Vijay) 

o Note - They were the first European power to enter India and also the last to 

leave. 

 

1.2 Advent of Dutch (Netherlands) 

• Company: Dutch United East India Company 

• Settlements: Masulipatnam (1605) > Nizampatnam > Pulicat > Nagapattinam > 

Chinsura(Hoogly) 

• Factories: Pulicat (1609) > Surat > Bhimilipatnam(Near Vizag) > Nagapattinam 

• Head Quarters: First Pulicat later shifted to Nagapattinam 

• Main Item of trade: Textiles (They exchanged Indian ikats for spices at Indonesian port 

city Batavia) 

• Anglo Dutch Rivalry: Amboyna Massacre (Amboyna, a place in Indonesia where they 

massacred 15 English men. Which led to constant wars between them) 

• Decline: Battle of Bedara – 1759; after which they restricted themselves to Indonesia.     

1.3 Advent of English 

• Entry: 1608(Hawkins Embassy) 

• Company: East India Company (EIC) 

• Main Items of trade: Printed Textiles and Muslin 

• Evolution of EIC 

▪ Establishment: 1600 

▪ Factory: Surat (1613) > Masulipatnam (1616) > Madras > Bengal 

▪ Golden Faramana from sultan of Golconda (1632): Privilege of trading freely at 

ports of Golconda 

▪ Farrukhsiyar Farmana(1717) : Called Magna carta of EIC, permitted duty free 

trade. 

• Contributions: Railways, Telegraph and development of 3 presidency towns  
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Presidency Town Procurement Details Architect Fortification 

Madras (1639) Francis day procured 

it from Vijayanagara 

King – Damarla 

Venkatapathy 

Rayulu. 

Note: Chennai city is 

named after his father 

‘Chennappa 

Nayakudu’ 

Francis day Fort St. George 

(Present seat of Tamil 

Nadu’s secretariat) 

Bombay (1668) Bombay was gifted to 

British as a dowry by 

Portugese 

Gerald Aungier Mahim fort 

Calcutta (1698) EIC procured three 

villages – Sutanuti, 

Gobindpur and 

Kalikata 

Job Charnock Fort William 

 

1.4 Danes 

• People of Denmark 

• Entry: 1616 

• Factory: Tranquebar near Tanjore (1620) and Serampur near Calcutta which acted as Head 

Quarters (1660) 

• Purpose: Religious Activity  

• Exit: 1845 (Under English influence) 

1.5 French 

• Entry: 1667 

• Company: Campaigne des Indes Orientals (Established under the influence of famous 

minister JEAN COLBERT) 

• Settlements: Surat, Masulipatnam, Pondicherry, Chandernagar 

• Contributions: Development of city of Pondicherry (Architect – Francois Martin) 

• Purpose: Establishment of French empire in India than trade and commerce 

Anglo French Rivalry (led to decline of French) – Carnatic wars 

• Their rivalry in India is remnant to frequent wars between them in Europe and America. 

• 1st Carnatic War: Also known as Battle of St. Thome 

o In which small and disciplined French army defeated strong army of Arcot Nawab 

(who was fighting in support of British) 

o It exposed the Military hollowness of Indian rulers to Europeans 
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o Ended with the treaty of ‘Aix – la – Chapelle’, which handed back Madras to 

British. 

• 2nd Carnatic war: Although inconclusive this war undermined its power in south India.  

• 3rd Carnatic war: Battle of Wandiwash (1760) led to demise of French in India.  

o Treaty of Paris restricted them to Pondicherry and only Economic activities. 

Causes for English Success over French 

• Different Systems of Government in England and France: EIC was a private company 

unlike its French counterpart which was controlled by government. 

• The role of Navy: Superior navy of English and hold of three important places – Calcutta, 

Bombay and Madras 

• French subordinated Commercial interest to Territorial ambition. 

• Respective Leadership: Superiority of commanders like Eyre Coote, Clive, Lawrence etc 

on English side while only Dupleix on French side. 
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2. Later Mughals and Peshwas 

 

2.1 Later Mughals  

All the successors of Aurangzeb (from 1707) are called Later Mughals. 

Shah Alam I 

• He followed a Policy of Reconciliation with Marathas and released grandson of Shivaji 

from jail 

• Guru Gobind Singh was given a respectable position in Mughal Administration 

Farukh Siyyar 

• In 1717 he issued a Farmana to EIC granting free trading rights in Bengal – known as 

‘Magna carta’ to EIC 

• In 1717 Bengal Governor Murshad Qulikhan declared independence 

Muhammad Shah 

• Popular for his title ‘Rangila’ 

• He is under the control of famous Wazirs – Sayyid Brothers 

• During his tenure Awadh (1722, Burhan ul Mulk) and Hyderabad (1724, Nizam ul Mulk) 

became independent 

• In Battle of Karnal Nadir shah invaded and looted away famous ‘Peacock Throne’ and 

‘Kohinoor diamond’ and Kabul was also lost. 

Shah Alam II 

• Because of fear for his wazir, Imad ul Mulk he took political asylum in Awadh 

• Battle of Buxar (1764, along with Suja ud daula of Awadh and Mir Qasim of Bengal) 

against British: in which he lost terribly 

• In 1772 he left British shelter and returned to Delhi under the protective arm of Peshwa 

Madhav Rao 

• After British occupied Delhi in 1803, Mughals were restricted to Red Fort as Prisoners 

• (Note: This enabled British to conquer India as no other Indian power rose to fill the space 

of Mughals) 

Akbar II 

• He conferred the title ‘RAJA’ to Ram Mohan Roy, when he appointed him as his 

ambassador to represent his pension hike with British queen 

Bahadur Shah II 

• Last Mughal Ruler and declared as ‘Shehenshah e Hindustan’ during 1857 revolt  

• He was exiled to Rangoon for his involvement in 1857 revolt 
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• He was a prolific Urdu Poet under the pen name ‘Zafar’ 

 

2.2 Peshwas 

Peshwa means Chief Minister. It was not a hereditary post but after the death of the last Maratha 

ruler ‘Sahu’ Peshwa position became hereditary. They are also known as Later Marathas. 

Balaji Vishwanath 

• He is the first Peshwa and made its position a hereditary. 

• He induced Mughal emperor to grant Chauth (levied on non-Maratha territories which is 

1/4th of the revenue assessment) and Sardeshmukhi (additional levy of 10%) of Deccan 

 

Baji Rao I 

• He is the greatest Peshwa and expert in guerilla warfare next to Shivaji 

• His greatest achievement is establishment of ‘Maratha Confideracy’ (alliance of five 

families – Peshwas of pune, Bhonsles of Nagpur, Gaekwads of Baroda, Holkars of Indore 

and Scindias of Gwalior) 

Balaji Baji Rao 

• Death of Sahu(1749) – Peshwas became real rulers 

• The capital was shifted from Sathara to Pune 

• 3rd battle of Panipat, in which Peshwas lost to Ahmed shah Abdali (Note: Many historians 

opine it as a national disaster as it led to decline of Marathas and Consolidation of English) 

Madhav Rao 

• Reinstated Shah Alam II on Mughal Throne 

Madhav Rao Narayan 

• He was an infant price, under the protectorate of his regent ‘Nana Phadnis’ 

• First Anglo Maratha war happened during his tenure 

Baji Rao II 

• He is the last Peshwa 

• During his tenure second and third Anglo Maratha wars occurred. 

• In 1802 he made a political mistake by signing ‘Subsidiary alliance Treaty’ 

• After Third Anglo Maratha war a small kingdom of Sathara was created. 

Nana Sahib/ Dhondu Pant 

• Adopted son of Bajirao II who led the rebellion of Kanpur against British in 1857 revolt as 

he was denied kingship of Sathara under ‘Doctrine of Lapse’  
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3. British Conquest of India 

 

3.1 Chronology of Conquest 

Between 1757 and 1857 EIC annexed seven major Provinces in India. 

Province Year of Annexation Methods of Annexation 

Bengal 1772 Battle of Plassey (1757) 

Battle of Buxar (1764) 

Dual Government (1765 – 

1772) 

Mysore 1799 Four Anglo Mysore wars 

Carnatic (Coramandal Coast) 1801 Three Anglo French wars 

Maratha 1818 Three Anglo Maratha Wars 

Sindh 1843 No particular Reason – 

Deliberately manufactured 

annexation 

Punjab 1848 Three Anglo Sikh wars 

Awadh 1856 Pretext of ‘Mis Governance’ 

 

3.2 Conquest of Bengal 

In 1717 Murshad Quli khan became independent from Mughal Empire and founded Bengal 

Dynasty and shifted capital city from Dhaka to Murshidabad. Later the reigns went in to the hands 

of Bihar – Governor Alivardi Khan. 

Siraj ud daula 

• Grandson of Alivardi Khan inherited the throne in early Twenties. He got irritated by the 

misuse of Dastaks and Fortification of Calcutta by British without his permission. So, he 

attacked and captured ‘Fort Williams’ 

• Black Hole Tragedy (1756): After capturing Fort siraj ud daula imprisoned 1146 members 

in a tiny room, out of which only 26 survived and rest died due to suffocation. 

Battle of Plassey (1757) 

• Cause: Siraj’s aggressive approach towards British 

• British were led by Robert Clive. Mir Jafar, siraj’s commander latently supported 

British. 

• Outcome: Siraj lost the battle. Mir Jafar became the governor of Bengal and he gave 

large sums of money and Zamindari rights of 24 paraganas to British. 

Mir Kasim 

• Mi Jafar was dethroned in 1760 due to possible Dutch affiliation and his failure to make 

payments due to the EIC. His son in law ‘Mir Kasim’ was made new nawab.  
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• Mir Kasim was upset by the British misuse of Dastaks, which meant loss of revenue to the 

Nawab.  

• So he took a retaliatory Free trade policy of abolishing Duties altogether, to which British 

resented and demanded preferential treatment against other traders.  

• This led to series of wars which reached climax in Battle of Buxar. 

Battle of Buxar:  

• Tripartite Alliance (Mir Kasim of Bengal, Suja ud daula of Awadh, Shah Alam II) against 

British 

• Outcome: British won the battle. Treaty of Allahabad  

Dual Government (1765 – 1772) 

• It is Rule of Two, The EIC and Nawab of Bengal, in which both the ‘Diwani – Collecting 

Revenues’ and ‘Nizamat – Police and Judicial Functions’ came under the control of 

Company.  

• But this system proved disastrous for the public as neither Nawab nor Company cared for 

welfare. Warren Hastings abolished it in 1772. 

3.3 Conquest of Mysore 

Origin: Battle of Tallikota (1565) broke down Vijayanagara kingdom into many states, Mysore 

was one among them. During Chikka Krishna Wodeyar (1734 – 1766) tenure Hyder Ali rose to 

ranks and ultimately usurped power. 

Hyder Ali 

• Modernized Army, took the help of French to setup arms factory at Dindigul 

• Occupied Malabar to have access to Indian Ocean 

• Introduced Mughal administration in his Province 

Tipu Sultan 

• After Hyder Ali’s (his father’s) death he ascended the throne. He was a complex character 

and an innovator. He introduced new calander, new system of coinage and new weights 

and measures. 

• Deeply influenced by French revolution he planted ‘Tree of Liberty’ at Seringapatam and 

became a member of Jacobin club. 

• He tried to do away with the system of Jagirs to increase the revenue.  

• He was the only Indian ruler who tried to setup a trading company in line with Europeans. 

But he was unstable in nature and hasty in action. 
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Anglo Mysore War Cause Players Outcome 

I Hyder Ali’s disputes 

with regional powers 

Hyder Ali vs Maratha, 

Nizam and British 

(British lost) 

Treaty of Madras 

II Capture of Fort Mahe 

by British (Hyder Ali 

used to import French 

war equipment from 

here) 

Hyder Ali started  

Tipu sultan continued 

after Hyder’s death 

Treaty of Mangalore 

(A status quo peace 

agreement) 

III Tipu attacked 

Travancore, a friendly 

state of British 

Tipu vs Peshwas, 

Nizams and British 

(Tipu was defeated) 

Treaty of 

Seringapatam 

He lost half of Mysore 

Territories 

Tipus sons were taken 

as hostages by the 

British 

IV Tipu’s refusal to sign 

‘Subsidiary Alliance 

Treaty’ and his 

French friendship 

Tipu vs Lord Wellesly 

(Tipu was defeated 

badly) 

Mysore was annexed 

in to madras 

presidency. 

 

 

 

Subsidiary Alliance Treaty: 

• The Subsidiary Alliance System was used by Wellesley to bring Indian states within the 

orbit of British political power.  

• Lord Wellesely resorted to aggressive application of the Subsidiary Alliance System to 

extend British dominion in India as a defensive (counter) measure against the imperialistic 

designs of France and Russia. 

• Under this, Native ruler should give away their army and defense, which will be looked 

after by British. 

• British will place an army unit and BRO (Resident officer) to look after internal affairs of 

native state. The finances of British army unit and Resident officer should be borne by 

Native ruler. 

• Signatories: Hyderabad (1798) > Mysore (1799) > Carnatic (1801) > Peshwas (1802) 

• Karl Marx very aptly summed up the effects of the subsidiary alliance system: "As to the 

native states, they virtually ceased to exist from the moment they became subsidiary to or 

protected by the Company. 
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3.4 Conquest of Maratha 

Anglo Maratha War Cause Players Outcome 

I (1775 – 82) British involvement 

in internal affairs of 

Maratha Kingship 

Madhav Rao Narayan 

(Nana Phadnis) Vs 

Warren Hastings 

Treaty of Salbai – 

Status Quo agreement 

for peace between two 

sides for 20 years 

II (1803- 05) Internal conflicts in 

Maratha confederacy. 

(Peshwas and scindias 

alliance was defeated 

by Holkars) 

Wellesly suppressed 

Holkars and 

reinstated Peshwas 

supremacy 

Treaty of Bassein –  

Bajiroa II signed 

‘Subsidiary Alliance 

Treaty’ with Wellesly 

III (1818 – 1818) After signing 

Subsidiary alliance 

treaty marathas lost 

their sovereignty. In a 

last attempt to regain 

their lost glory, 

Maratha confederacy 

fought against British 

Maratha Confederacy 

vs Lord Hastings.  

Majority of the 

territories (French) 

were annexed into 

Bombay province.  

Peshwa was abolished 

and Bajirao II became 

pensioner. Small 

kingsom of sathara 

was created. 

 

After Anglo Maratha war – III, a small kingdom sathara was created. Which was annexed by Lord 

Dalhousie through his ‘Doctrine of Lapse’ when Adopted son of BajiRao II demanded for 

kingship. 

Doctrine of Lapse 

According to this policy, if a native ruler doesn’t have a natural heir his state will be annexed. 

Adopted son is not treated as legal heir. 

The states actually annexed by the application of the Doctrine of Lapse under Lord Dalhousie were 

Satara (1848), Jaitpur and Samhbalpur (1849), Baghat (1850), Udaipur (1852), Jhansi (1853) and 

Nagpur(l854).  

 

3.5 Conquest of Sindh 

• Sindh is a province in Indus valley region ruled by ‘Amirs’ with Hyderabad (in Pakistan) 

as capital. It was a friendly state of British. 

• Reason for Annexation: Fear of Russian invasion into India through Sindh 

(RUSSOPHOBIA)  

• British governor who ordered the annexation of Sindh – Lord Ellenborough 

• Military officer who played a major role in its annexation – Charles Napier 
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• It showcases worst imperialistic attitude of British. It was so controversial that Charles 

Napier said “We have no right to seize Sindh, yet we shall do so, and a very advantageous, 

useful, humane piece of rascality it will be.” 

3.6 Conquest of Punjab 

• After the death of Ahmed shah Abdali, in 1792 Maharaja Ranjit singh established a 

separate state for Sikhs unifying 12 misls (provinces) with Lahore as Political capital and 

Amritsar as religious capital (He donated gold to Harmandir sahib gurudwara). He 

maintained second best army in Asia after British. 

• Fearing the joint Franco – Russian invasion of India through land route Lord Minto 

proposed ‘Treaty of Amritsar’, which was a boundary demarcation agreement (West of 

River Sutlej is Punjab Province and east is of British). Maharaja Ranjith Singh’s acceptance 

checked his ambition to rule over entire Sikh land. 

• How Kohinoor Diamond reached Queens Crown? 

• Maharaja Ranjith Singh acquired Kohinoor diamond from Afghan Ruler Shah suja 

ul mulk in 1838. (According to recent RTI response, it is informed that when British 

annexed Punjab it was surrendered to Lord Dalhousie by then Punjab Ruler Dulip singh in 

1849 according to Treaty of Lahore – So it was not a gift to British Queen). 

• After the death of Ranjith Singh there was no able leadership in Punjab, which led to 

frequent wars with British which reached its climax in 1849 when Dalhousie annexed it. 

3.7 Conquest of Awadh 

• Lord Dalhousie annexed Awadh on the grounds of ‘Mis-Governance’ and Nawab Wazid 

ali shah was annexed to Calcutta. His wife Begum Hazrath Mahal participated in 1857 

revolt claiming Nawab-ship for her son. 

• Annexation of Awadh was one of the important causes for 1857 revolt. 
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4. Company Rule (1773 – 1858) 

 

4.1 Important Acts before 1857 

 

• Regulating Act of 1773 

 

This act is of great constitutional importance as  

(a) it was the first step taken by the British Government to control and regulate the affairs 

of the East India Company in India;  

(b) it recognized, for the first time, the political and administrative functions of the 

Company; and  

(c) it laid the foundations of central administration in India.  

Features of the Act include: 

o It designated the Governor of Bengal as the ‘Governor-General of Bengal’ and 

created an Executive Council of four members to assist him. The first such 

Governor-General was Lord Warren Hastings. 

o It made the governors of Bombay and Madras presidencies subordinate to the 

governor-general of Bengal, unlike earlier, when the three presidencies were 

independent of one another. 

o It provided for the establishment of a Supreme Court at Calcutta (1774) 

comprising one chief justice and three other judges. 

o It prohibited the servants of the Company from engaging in any private trade or 

accepting presents or bribes from the natives. 

o It strengthened the control of the British Government over the Company by 

requiring the Court of Directors (governing body of the Company) to report on its 

revenue, civil, and military affairs in India. 

 

• Pitt’s India Act of 1784 

 

In a bid to rectify the defects of the Regulating Act of 1773, the British Parliament passed 

the Amending Act of 1781, also known as the Act of Settlement. The next important act 

was the Pitt’s India Act of 1784. 

Features of the Act include: 

o It distinguished between the commercial and political functions of the Company. 

o It allowed the Court of Directors to manage the commercial affairs but created a 

new body called Board of Control to manage the political affairs. Thus, it 

established a system of double government. 

o Thus, the act was significant for two reasons: first, the Company’s territories in 

India were for the first time called the ‘British possessions in India’; and second, 

the British Government was given the supreme control over Company’s affairs 

and its administration in India. 
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• Charter Act of 1813 

This Act was the first step towards centralization in British India.  

Features of the Act include: 

o The trade monopoly of the company in India was ended and thrown open to all 

British subjects. But trade in tea and trade with china were still exclusive to the 

company. 

o Yet the administration of Government and Revenues of India were continued to 

be in EIC’s hands 

o EIC also continued to appoint its officials in India. 

o Promoted Education in India by making provision to spend 1 lakh rupees on it. 

 

 

• Charter Act of 1833 

This Act was the final step towards centralization in British India.  

Features of the Act include 

o It bought Company’s monopoly of tea trade and trade with china to an end. 

But Government was still run by EIC under Board of Control.  

o It made the Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor-General of India and 

vested in him all civil and military powers. Thus, the act created, for the first time, 

a Government of India having authority over the entire territorial area possessed by 

the British in India. Lord William Bentick was the first governor-general of 

India. 

o It deprived the governor of Bombay and Madras of their legislative powers. The 

Governor-General of India was given exclusive legislative powers for the entire 

British India.  

o It attempted to introduce a system of open competition for selection of civil 

servants, and stated that the Indians should not be debarred from holding any place, 

office and employment under the Company. However, this provision was negated 

after opposition from the Court of Directors. 

 

• Charter Act of 1853 

This was the last of the series of Charter Acts passed by the British Parliament between 

1793 and 1853. It was a significant constitutional landmark.  

Features of the Act include: 

o It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the 

Governor-General’s council. It provided for addition of six new members called 

legislative councilors to the council. In other words, it established a separate 

Governor-General’s legislative council which came to be known as the Indian 

(Central) Legislative Council. This legislative wing of the council functioned as a 

mini-Parliament, adopting the same procedures as the British Parliament. Thus, 

legislation, for the first time, was treated as a special function of the government, 

requiring special machinery and special process.  

o  It introduced an open competition system of selection and recruitment of civil 

servants. The covenanted civil service was thus thrown open to the Indians also. 

Accordingly, the Macaulay Committee (the Committee on the Indian Civil Service) 

was appointed in 1854. 
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o It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) 

Legislative Council. Of the six new legislative members of the governor general’s 

council, four members were appointed by the local (provincial) governments of 

Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Agra. 

 

 

4.2 Land Revenue Policy 

 

The company needed Indian revenues to pay for its purchase of Indian Handicrafts and other goods 

for export, to meet the cost of the conquest of the whole of India and maintain its employees. So 

came Land revenue policies to tax Indian to conquer India. There are many types of Land revenues 

like: 

 

• The Permanent Settlement: 

In 1773 Warren Hastings auctioned the right to collect revenue to the highest bidders. This 

was the first attempt to levy land revenue which was unsuccessful. After a prolonged debate 

and discussion, the Permanent settlement was introduced in Bengal and Bihar by Lord 

Cornwallis in 1793(Note – This model was designed by John Shore). Its features include: 

o Land Revenue will be fixed at a permanent amount. 

o Zamindars and Revenue collectors were converted to Land Lords. Their right to 

ownership of land was made hereditary and Transferable. On the other hand, 

the cultivators were reduced to the low status of mere tenants and were deprived 

of long-standing rights to the soil and other customary rights. 

o Zamindars were to give 10/11th of the rental they derived from peasantry to British 

and keep 1/11th with them. This Revenue proportion was fixed for ever (Fixed in 

perpetuity).  

o If the rental of a zamindar’s estate increased owing to the extension of cultivation 

and improvement in agriculture, or his capacity to extract more from his tenants, 

or any other reason, he would keep the entire amount of the increase. The state 

would not make any further demand upon him. At the same time, the zamindar had 

to pay his revenue rigidly on the due date even if the crop failed for some reason; 

otherwise his lands will be sold. 

o Why did Britishers made Zamindars as owners of the land, which they did not have 

before? 

▪ Britishers could have mistook Zamindars as counterparts of Britain’s 

Landlords. 

▪ To get support from local rulers and Zamindars in situation of need (e.g. 

During 1857 revolt Zamindars supported British instead Indians) 

▪ For Financial Security 

▪ It was expected to increase agriculture production, as any increase in rental 

would be kept by Zamindars they might promote agriculture. 

o It was first introduced in Bengal and Bihar. Later extended to Odisha, Northern 

Districts of Madras and District of Varanasi. 
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• Temporary Zamindari Settlement 

o In this model Zamindars were owners of the land but the revenue they g=had to pay 

was revised periodically. 

o Introduced in Central India and Awadh 

 

• Ryotwari Settlement 

o As Company was in the thought that it was financial loser as it had to share the 

revenues with the zamindar in Permanent settlement system and also as they 

thought there were no Zamindars in South they had to introduce Ryotwari 

settlement there. 

o In this system Cultivator is owner of the land and subjected to pay revenue to the 

government directly. 

o  The settlement was not permanent and revised for every 20 to 30 years. 

o Government openly admitted that it is not Tax but a Rent, so Ryot had to pay 

even in case of crop loss due to floods/drought. 

o It was introduced in Madras and Bombay presidencies. 

o Note: British Officials Reed and Munro recommended this model. 

 

• Mahalwari settlement 

o The revenue settlement was to be made village by village or estate by estate with 

landlords or heads of the families who collectively claimed to be the landlord of the 

village. 

o The revenue was periodically revised. 

o It was introduced in Ganga valley, the North – West Provinces, parts of Central 

india and the Punjab. 

 

• Analysis on British Land Revenue Policy 

o Both Zamindari and Ryotwari systems departed from traditional land systems 

prevailing in India. They created a new form of private property in land in such a 

way that the benefit of the innovation did not go to cultivator. 

o All over the country land was now made saleable, mortgageable, and alienable.  

▪ This was done primarily to protect the Government’s revenue 

▪ Only right of ownership would make the landlord or the ryot exert himself 

in making improvements. 

Results 

• Commercialization of Agriculture 

• Ruralization of Economy 

• Deindustrialization of Indian Economy 

 

 

 

4.3 Administration – Civil Services, Police, Judiciary 

 

• Civil Services 

o Father of Civil Services in India – Lord Cornwallis (According to him Every 

native of Hindustan is corrupt) 
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o Robert Clive and warren Hastings made attempts to end corruption in civil services 

but were only partially successful. Cornwallis was so determined in this regard so 

increased salaries, to an extent Indian civil service became world’s highest paid 

service. 

o Lord Wellesley established ‘College of Fort William - Kolkata’ to educate young 

recruits of Civil Service, but directors replaced it by ‘East India College – 

Haileybury (England)’. 

o 1853 charter act introduced an open competition system of selection and 

recruitment of civil servants. 

 

• Police 

o Created by Cornwallis  

o Police were formulated much earlier in India than in Britain 

o Policing of villages was still done of Village Watch-men. 

 

• Judicial Organization 

o Initiated by warren Hastings and stabilized by Cornwallis. 

o District Collector acted as District Judge as well. Cornwallis separated the duty of 

Civil Jude from Collector. 

o Bentick raised the power and status of Indians in Judicial services and appointed 

them as deputy magistrates and subordinate judges. 

o Though Indian legal system under British was based on concept of Equality before 

Law, there are few exceptions: 

▪ The Europeans and their descendants had separate courts and even laws. In 

criminal cases they would be tried only by European Judges. 

▪ Justice became quite expensive as court fees had to be paid, lawyers 

engaged and expenses of witnesses met. So rich could turn and twist the 

laws and courts to operate in their own favor. 

o In 1865 – High courts were established at Madras, Bombay and Calcutta. 

 

 

4.4 Social and Cultural Policy 

• Industrial revolution (1750) and French revolution (1789) had brought in a ‘New Thought’ 

to the fields of Humanism, Rationalism and Philosophy.  

• This New Thought led to emergence of two classes of People 

o Traditional/Conservatives: who opposed change 

o Radicals: Who seek change 

• Conservatives like Warren Hastings, Munro, Malcolm, Metcalfe thought Indian 

Civilization should thrive. They supported Paternalism instead of Democracy. 

• By 1800, Conservative attitude was fast giving way to a new attitude which was sharply 

critical of Indian Society and Culture. So the British Policy of Non interference in religious, 

social and cultural life changed after 1813. 

• The basic dilemma before British administrators was that while British interest in India 

could not be served without some modernization, Full modernization would generate 

forces which would go against their interests and endanger their supremacy in long run. So 
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they introduced Partial Modernization – introducing Modernization in some respects and 

blocking and preventing it in other aspects, Which is also called Colonial Modernization. 

• Christian Missionaries were also enthusiastic about Modernizing India in a hope that it 

would eventually lead to Conversion of India into Christianity. So, they opened modern 

schools, colleges and hospitals. 

• Some Humanitarian measures carried out by British were 

o Abolition of Sati by William Bentick under constant urge by Ram Mohan Roy 

o Abolition of the practice of Female Infanticide by Lord Hardinge 

o Hindu Widow remarriage act – 1856, under the constant urge by Pandit Ishwar 

Chandra Vidya Sagar.  

 

4.5 Education 

 

The British were more successful in the introduction of modern education. Of course, the spread 

of modern education was not solely the work of government: the Christian missionaries and a large 

number of enlightened Indians also played an important role. 

 

• 1781 – Warren Hastings established Calcutta Madrasah for the study and teaching of 

Muslim law. 

• 1791 – Jonathan Duncan started a Sanskrit College at Varanasi. 

• 1813 – Charter act directed company to spend 1 lakh rupees on education. A controversy 

arose on which type of Education should be given – Western or Traditional? And also, 

regarding which language – English or Vernaculars? 

• 1835 –  

o Lord Macaulay (Law member of GoG’s council) argued that Indian languages were 

not sufficiently developed to serve the purpose so government made English as 

medium of instruction in all schools and colleges. This decision is famously called 

as Macaulay Minute. 

o Government followed Downward filtration theory - in which it will educate only 

upper classes with available funds who then passes knowledge to the masses. 

Government’s logic in following this model: To educate masses, there is a 

requirement of large number of teachers, so first setup colleges and develop 

teachers and trainers, who then will help in developing primary schools. 

• 1854 – Woods Dispatch  

o Named after Charles Wood the president of Board of Control. He recommended 

Indian government to assume responsibility to Educate masses, thus repudiating the 

Downward filtration theory.  

o As a result of the dispatch, departments of education were instituted in all provinces 

and affiliating universities were setup in 1857 at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras.  

o Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in 1858 became one of the first two graduates of 

Calcutta University. 

• Problems with British Education system: 

o No Mass Education and costly English education 

o Deprivation of Indian Languages 

o Total Neglect of Girl’s Education 

o Neglected Scientific and Technical Education. 
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4.6 Important Governors and their Policies 

 

• Warren Hastings 

o Auction of land to collect revenue to highest bidders (which was not successful) 

o Foundation of Asiatic Society of Bengal (1784) 

• Cornwallis 

o Introduced Civil Services 

o Permanent Settlement in Bengal and Bihar 

o Judicial Reforms 

• Lord Wellesley 

o Introduction of Subsidiary Alliance Treaty (1798); first alliance with Nizam of 

Hyderabad 

• Lord Hastings 

o Strife with Pindaris 

o Establishment of Ryotwari system by Thomas Munro, governor of Madras (1820) 

• Lord William Bentinck 

o Abolition of Sati 

o Suppression of Thugi (Thugs) 

o Macaulay Minute of 1835 – Educational reforms and introduction of English as 

Medium of Instruction 

o Treaty of perpetual friendship with Ranjeet Singh 

• Lord Dalhousie 

o Introduced Doctrine of Lapse 

o Woods Educational Dispatch of 1854 led to opening of Anglo-Vernacular Schools 

and Colleges 

o Railway Minute of 1853; and laying down of first railway line between Bombay 

and Thane in 1853. He was a staunch supporter of Railways in India. His main aim 

is to expand British territories in India for good penetration of British exports in 

India. 

o Telegraph lines were laid to connect Bombay and Calcutta, Madras and Peshawar. 

o Introduced Postage Stamps. 

o Widow Remarriage Act – 1856 
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5. 1857 Revolt 

5.1 Historical Revolts 

White Mutiny (1765):  

• Soldiers revolted against Bengal governor Robert Clive for better facilities. 

Vellore Mutiny (1806):  

• Sepoys at Vellore fort revolted against British for changing their dress code. They were 

also supported by Tipu’s wife and sons stationed in Vellore fort for decent treatment. 

Sepoys Mutiny (1857):  

• The first war of independence as per Veer Savarkar 

Blue Mutiny/ Indigo Revolt (1858) 

• It was a peaceful Movement 

• Demand: Abolition of Tinkathia system, under which farmers were forced to cultivate in 

3/20 parts of their land. Farmers learnt to utilize legal machinery to counter Plantation 

owners. It was led by Biswas Brothers (Bishnu and Digambar). 

• Bengali intelligentsia played a significant role in supporting peasants. Deena Bandhu 

Mitra authored a play called Neel Darpan to educate common folk regarding hardships 

faced by Indigo cultivators (It was translated in to English by Madhu sudan dutta). 

• R.C Majumdar stated it as a fore runner to the Gandhi’s Passive Resistance. 

5.2 Causes of 1857 Revolt 

Political causes: 

• British Annexation Policy Disturbed the political equilibrium in India. Sathara and Jhansi 

were annexed under Doctrine of Lapse and Awadh on the grounds of Mis governance. 

Economic Causes: 

• British Policies ruined Indian agriculture and handicapped industries. 

• Karl Marx said: “It was British intruder who broke up the Indian handloom and destroyed 

spinning wheel.”  

Socio Religious Causes: 

• Conversion activities of Christian Missionaries, Abolition of Sati, and Permitting Widow 

Remarriage etc. were seen by large section of population as interference by outsiders in 

Indian society.  
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Sepoy’s Grievances: 

• Discrimination in Pay and promotions – Denial of ‘Batta’ (Overseas allowance for Foreign 

assignment) 

• General Services Enlistment Act, 1856 – required recruits to serve overseas if ordered, a 

challenge to the caste Hindu who should not cross seas. It also prohibited religious practices 

in Regiments. 

• Spark Point: Mixing of Bone dust in Atta and the cartridge of the new rifle had to be bitten 

off before loading and the grease was reportedly made of cow and pig fat, which was 

objectionable to Religious sepoys. 

5.3 Happening of 1857 revolt 

• Mangal Pandey, sepoy of Barrackpur regiment refused to use greased cartridge and opened 

fire on British officer, he was later executed. 

• Later some sepoys of ‘Meerut Regiment’ were arrested for refusing to use Greased 

Cartridges. In response a revolt broke out under leadership of captain Bakth Khan (Note – 

the genesis of 1857 revolt can be traced back to Meerut happenings). 

• Later revolt spread to Delhi and later Mughal ruler Bahadur shah II was proclaimed as 

Symbolic face of revolt and conferred Shahan shah e hind (New emperor of India). Within 

few weeks revolt spread to Khanpur, Lucknow and Jhansi. 

• After few months Delhi, khanpur and lucknow were recaptured and Jhansi was the last to 

be got under hold. 

5.4 Centers of Revolt 

Center Cause of 

Revolt 

Main Leader Associates  Climax 

DELHI The revolting 

sepoys wanted 

to uproot 

British and 

establish New 

empire in India 

Bahadur Shah 

II (Symbolic 

head) 

Capt. Bakth Khan  John Nicoleson 

recaptured Red 

Fort. 

Lord Hudson Killed 

all the Family 

members of 

Mughals 

Bahadur shah II was 

deported to 

Mandalay jail, 

Rangoon 

Khanpur Denial of 

Peshwaship to 

Nana Saheb 

Nana sahib 

(Dhondu Pant) 
• Azimullah 

Khan made a 

representation 

at British 

Parliament 

regarding 

Collin Campbell 

recaptured 

Khanpur.  

Nanasaheb escaped 

to Nepal. 
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Nanasaheb 

pension 

• TANTIA 

TOPE, 

organized 

revolt at 

Gwalior 

  

Tantia tope was also 

captured and 

executed 

Lucknow Nawabship for 

Begum 

Hazrath 

Mahal’s son 

Begum Hazrat 

Mahal 
• Maulvi 

Ahmadullah 

at Faizabad 

• Khan 

Bahadur at 

Rai Bareilly 

General Outram 

recaptured 

Lucknow. 

Hazratmahal 

escaped to Nepal 

Jhansi Kingship for 

her adopted 

son – Damodar 

Lakshmi Bhai Kunwar Singh at 

Arrah, bihar 

Jhansi Lakshmi 

Bhai died in the 

battle field.  

Hugh Ros 

recaptured Jhansi 

 

Lord Canning was the Governor who suppressed 1857 Revolt. 

 

5.5 Causes for the failure of 1857 Revolt 

• All India participation was absent – No role of South India 

• No Unified Ideology 

• Lack of Coordination and Effective Leader ship 

• Non-Participation of all communities – Sikhs, Rajputs and Gurkhas supported British. 

‘Native Rulers’ and Big Zamindars also supported British 

• The movement was Retrogressive in nature – Revolting sepoys wanted to setup medieval 

order. 

• No modern technology and weapons were used by sepoys 

5.6 Nature of the 1857 Revolt  

• British and American Historians termed it as mere ‘Sepoys Mutiny’ 

• Fredrick Wilson Taylor opined that it was a Hindu – Muslim Conspiracy against British 

(He was of the opinion that Muslim rulers plotted it banking upon the grievances of 

Common Hindu people) 

• Marxist Historians, “1857 revolt was the struggle of the soldier peasant democratic 

combine against foreign as well as Feudal bondage.” 

• In 1907, V.D Savarkar organized Golden Jubilee celebrations at London and released book 

– ‘Indian War of Independence’ and termed 1857 revolt as “First war of Independence” 
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• In 1957, Centenary Celebrations of 1857 revolt, Nehru said “It is much more than a mutiny, 

took the shape of Civil Rebellion, and it has all the characters of War of Independence.” 

• R.C Majumdar wrote a book ‘The sepoys mutiny and 1857 Revolt’, in which he described 

1857 revolt as “Neither it is first, Nor it is National, Nor it is war of Independence.” 

5.7 Impact of 1857 Revolt (Consequences) 

• Allahabad Durbar: Organized by Governor General Lord Canning. Queens Proclamation 

– No more annexation and increased participation of Indians in Administration’ 

• Administrative Changes: East India Company was abolished in 1858. Company rule was 

replaced by crown rule. Governor General became Viceroy – First viceroy was Lord 

Canning. It created ‘Secretary of state’, a cabinet member vested with complete control 

over administration. 

• Military Changes: Ratio of Soldier: Sepoy was maintained at 1:2 (in Bengal) and 2:9 (in 

Madras/Bombay) 

• Changes in British Attitude: Anti-Muslim. Pro–Zamindar, Native Rulers and Hindus. 

Touch me not attitude in Religious affairs. Stall in Infrastructure projects. 

 

5.8 Government of India Act of 1858 

 

This significant Act was enacted in the wake of the Revolt of 1857 known as the Act for the Good 

Government of India, abolished the East India Company, and transferred the powers of 

government, territories and revenues to the British Crown.  

 

Features of the Act 

 

• It provided that India henceforth was to be governed by, and in the name of, Her Majesty. 

It changed the designation of the Governor-General of India to that of Viceroy of India. 

He (viceroy) was the direct representative of the British Crown in India. Lord Canning 

thus became the first Viceroy of India.  

• It ended the system of double government by abolishing the Board of Control and Court 

of Directors.  

• It created a new office, Secretary of State for India, vested with complete authority and 

control over Indian administration. The secretary of state was a member of the British 

cabinet and was responsible ultimately to the British Parliament.  

• It established a 15-member Council of India to assist the secretary of state for India. The 

council was an advisory body. The secretary of state was made the chairman of the council.  

 

5.9 Indian Councils Act of 1861 

 

After the great revolt of 1857, the British Government felt the necessity of seeking the cooperation 

of the Indians in the administration of their country. In pursuance of this policy of association, 

three acts were enacted by the British Parliament in 1861, 1892 and 1909. The Indian Councils 

Act of 1861 is an important landmark in the constitutional and political history of India. 
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Features of the Act of 1861 

• It made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians with the law-

making process. It thus provided that the viceroy should nominate some Indians as non-

official members of his expanded council. In 1862, Lord Canning, the then viceroy, 

nominated three Indians to his legislative council—the Raja of Banaras, the 

Maharaja of Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao.  

• It initiated the process of decentralization by restoring the legislative powers to the 

Bombay and Madras Presidencies. It thus reversed the centralizing tendency that started 

from the Regulating Act of 1773 and reached its climax under the Charter Act of 1833. 

This policy of legislative devolution resulted in the grant of almost complete internal 

autonomy to the provinces in 1937. 

• It also provided for the establishment of new legislative councils for Bengal, North-

Western Frontier Province (NWFP) and Punjab, which were established in 1862, 1866 

and 1897 respectively.  

• It empowered the Viceroy to make rules and orders for the more convenient transaction of 

business in the council. It also gave a recognition to the ‘portfolio’ system, introduced 

by Lord Canning in 1859. Under this, a member of the Viceroy’s council was made in-

charge of one or more departments of the government and was authorized to issue final 

orders on behalf of the council on matters of his department(s).  

• It empowered the Viceroy to issue ordinances, without the concurrence of the legislative 

council, during an emergency. The life of such an ordinance was six months. 
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6. Socio Religious Reform Movements 

 

6.1 HINDU REFORM MOVEMENTS 

 

6.1.1 Brahma Samaj Movement 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

• First great leader of modern India – Known as Renaissance man of India. 

• He loved Indian culture and tradition, but he believed that only modern culture alone would 

help regenerate Indian Society. He also wanted the introduction of Capitalism and Industry.  

• In 1815 Ram Mohan founded the Atmiya Sabha (precursor to Brahma Samaj) to propagate 

the monotheistic doctrines and discuss political issues (Women education, abolition of 

sati etc.). It promoted studies on Indian philosophies – Upanishads and Vedanta. 

• In 1828 Atmiya sabha got transformed in to Brahma Samaj (Head Quartered in Calcutta) 

• At the later part of his life he left to England to mediate pension hike of Akbar II and died 

in Bristol. 

His Religious activities 

• He believed that ‘Principle of Vedanta’ was based on the ‘Principle of Reason’. 

• Against – Idolatry, Casteism, Religious blind belief 

• For – Formless worship, Monotheism (one god) 

Social Activities 

• Organized large scale campaign against sati, because of his efforts William Bentick Passed 

a legislation in 1829 abolishing it. 

• He pressurized British officials (Macaulay) to introduced English/ Modern education. 

Educational activities 

• Established Vedanta College (1825) in Calcutta to propagate Monotheistic doctrines of 

Upanishads. 

• Gave full support to ‘David Hare’ in establishing Hindu College 

Literary works 

• Sambad Kaumudi: Mouth piece of Brahma samaj and first vernacular magazine to discuss 

political issues. 

• Mirat ul Akbar – A Persian journal edited by Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

• The precept of Jesus (book) 
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Brahma Samaj after Raja Ram Mohan Roy – carried out by two great personalities 

• Devendranath Tagore – Conservative and headed Tatvabodhini Samaj, which along with 

Tatvabodhini patrika in Bengali devoted to study india’s past with rational outlook 

• Keshub Chandra Sen (K.C. Sen) – Radical, formed Indian social Reforms association at 

London in 1870. He ran a newspaper Indian Mirror. He was instrumental in legislation 

of Native marriage act – 1972 (Forbid the child marriages under 10 years) 

• Schism I: Brahma samaj got divided in to Adi Brahma samaj backed by Devendranath 

Tagore and All India Brahma samaj backed by K.C sen (Reason for split: K.C sen was 

too radical and Cosmopolitan) 

• Schism II: All India brahma samaj got split in to Neo Brahma samaj, backed by K.C. Sen 

and Sadharan Brahma samaj backed by Anand Mohan Bose, Umesh Chandra Dutta – he 

ran Bhama Bodhini Patrika and Sivnath Shastri (Reason for split: K.C sen’s hypocritical 

nature – Married his daughter at young age) 

Branches of Brahma Samaj 

• Bombay: Prarthana Samaj, inspired from K.C Sen speeches. It’s prominent leader was 

M.G Ranade (mentor to Gopala Krishna Gokhale) 

• Madras: Veda Samaj, Founded by Sridarlu Naidu inspired by K.C Sen speeches. 

• Lahore: Deva Samaj, founded by shiva Narayan Agnihotri. 

6.1.2 Arya Samaj 

Founded by Swami Dayanand Saraswati in 1875 in Bombay and later Head Quarters shifted to 

Lahore. 

Swami Dayanand Saraswati  

Religious Activities 

• Advocated revival of Ancient Hindu Religion (Vedic religion) 

• He advocated Monotheism and condemned idol worship. No offerings to god 

Social Activities 

• He condemned priestly class domination 

• Advocated Varna system on the basis of merit. 

• Campaigned against Untouchability  

• Popularized Inter Dining/ Inter caste marriages/Widow remarriages 

• In a sarcastic language, against child marriages, he described the Hindu race as "the 

children of children". 

Educational activities 

• Promoted Girls education. And Supported for the propagation of Hindi and Sanskrit 

languages. 
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Literary works 

• Satyartha Prakash in Hindi 

• Veda Bhashya in Sanskrit 

Controversial programs 

• Cow protection movement 

• Shuddhi Movement – bringing back converted Hindus to Hinduism 

These controversial activities led to communal tensions in India and SDS was called as 

‘Father of Communal tensions.’ 

6.1.3 Ramakrishna Mission 

• It was founded by Swami Vivekananda at Belur (near calcutta) to popularize preaching’s 

of his mentor Rama Krishna Paramhamsa and also Vedanta. 

• 1893: He attended World parliament of religions where he gave a speech glorifying India’s 

Culture. 

• Literary works: Udbodhana (Bengali), Prabudha Bharathi (English)  

• Sister Nivedita (Origina name: Margaret Noble) Famous disciple of Vivekananda carried 

out the activities of Math after his death  

6.1.4 Theosophical Society 

• Founded in 1875 by Madam Blavatsky at New York. 

• Its main objective was to study ancient religions and occult sciences. Condemned caste 

system, untouchability and emphasized in Native education. 

• In 1882 their Head Quarters shifted to Chennai. 

• Annie Besant 

o Inspired by Blavatsky’s work, The secrete Doctrine, Annie Besant Joined society 

in 1893. 

o In 1907 Annie Besant became president of Theosophical society. 

o In 1916 she started Home Rule movement at Chennai 

o In 1917 she became the first woman president of INC(Indian National Congress) 

o Literature: Commonweal (Magazine), New India (Book) 

6.1.5 Young Bengal Movement 

• 1824: Founded by Henry Vivian Derozio, English teacher at Hindu College 

• Contributions: He can be regarded as ‘First Nationalist poet of Modern India’. Inspired 

by French revolution he introduced Pamphlet culture in India.  

• This movement did not last long as India was not ripe to adopt to their radical ideas. 

• Important Derozions: K.C Sen and Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar 
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6.1.6 Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar 

• He acted as principal of Sanskrit College and allowed Sanskrit education to Non-Brahmins. 

• He was champion of Women rights 

• Took an effective part in bringing the legislation of Widow Remarriage act in 1856. 

• Gave support to Bethune School (first women’s school in India) 

• Protested against Polygamy and Child Marriages 

• Literary works: Shomprakash Magazine. His Bengali primer – Barna Parichay is used 

till this day. 

6.1.7 Satya sodhak Samaj 

• Social reform society founded by Jyotirao Phule in Pune, 1873.  

• Espoused a mission of education and increased social rights and political access for 

underprivileged groups, focused especially on women (Started a school for their 

education), Shudras, and Dalits.  

• His works Sarvajanik Satyadharma and Gulamgiri became sources of inspiration for 

common masses. 

6.1.8 Other Important movements in North India 

Paramahamsa Mandali founded in 1849, Maharashtra. Worked mainly to break caste rules by 

taking food cooked by lower castes, widow remarriages etc. 

Bala Shastri Jambekar Attacked Brahmanical orthodoxy and started a weekly Darpan in 1832, 

Bombay to enlighten people by providing knowledge. 

Gopal Hari Deshmukh famous by his pen name Loka Hitawadi. “If religion does not sanction 

social reform, then change religion” 

The servants of India society founded by Gopal Krishna Gokhale in 1905 with the aim of training 

national missionaries for the service of India. 

Social Service League Founded by Narayan Malhar Joshi in Bomaby with the aim to secure for 

the masses better and reasonable conditions of the life and work. In 1920, he also founded All 

India Trade Union Congress. 

Seva Sadan formed by Behramji Malabari in 1885 to uplift the Parsi community. 

6.1.9 Sri Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) movement 

A regional movement born out in Kerala by Sri Narayana Guru, belonging to Ezhava community 

(taddy toppers), who were treated as untouchables. He took up issues regarding temple, school and 

Work place entry for all. 

6.1.10 Justice Movement 

Started by C.N Mudaliar, T.M Nair and P. Tyagaraja in Madras Presidency to secure jobs and 

representation for the non – Brahmins in the legislature. 
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6.1.11 Self-Respect Movement 

Started by E.V Ramaswamy Naicker, belonging to Naidu caste in mid 1920s. The movement 

aimed at rejection of Brahmanical religion which he thought was root cause for exploitation of 

lower castes. 

6.1.12 Temple Entry Movement 

In 1924, Vaikom Satyagraha led by K.P Kesava was launched demanding throwing open Hindu 

temples and roads to untouchables. The satyagraha was reinforced by jathas from Punjab and 

Madurai. Gandhi undertook a tour of kerala in support of the movement. Maharaja of Travancore 

obliged and accepted their requests. 

 

 

6.2 MUSLIM REFORM MOVEMNTS 

 

6.2.1 Wahhabi Movement 

Founded by Shah Walihullah, with the main objective of spreading Islam in India, for this purpose 

they declared JIHAD (holy war) against British. This movement seriously troubled British in 1857 

revolt. 

6.2.2 Aligarh Movement 

Aligarh movement represents the proactive measures taken by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan for the 

upliftment of Muslims.  

• In 1875 he started Mohmmadan Anglo Oriental College (MAO – later evolved into 

Aligarh muslim university) to promote English education among Muslims. In 1886 he 

established an organization called All India Mohammadan Educational Conference 

(MEC) for promoting Liberal education among Muslim community. 

• Under the influence of Theodor Beck, Principal of MAO, Syed Ahmed khan became 

fundamentalist and started losing his secular credentials. 

• In 1888 he along with Raja Shiva Prasad started United India Patriotic Association under 

British influence to counter INC. 

• In 1906 MEC acted as a platform for the emergence of All India Muslim league Party 

(under the leadership of Aga Khan the nawab of Dhaka and Nawab mohsin ul mulk) 

6.2.3 Deoband Movement 

• Founded by Mohammed Qasim Nanautavi to protect classic Islam from the onslaught of 

Christianity. 

• They established Madarsas. Famous among them was Deoband Madrasa at shahranpur, 

U.P 
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• Product of Deoband Madrasa: Maulana Abul Kalam Azad( First Education Minister of 

Independent India – November 11 is National Education Day). His famous Newspaper was 

Al – Hilal 

6.2.4 Ahrar Movement 

• It was started by Young Muslim leaders like Mohammed Ali, Hakim Azmal Khan etc. with 

pro-nationalist attitude.  

• They advocated active participation in Militant Nationalistic movement. They took part 

effectively in Khilafat Movement. 

6.2.5 Ahmadiya movement 

• Founder: Mirza Gulam Ahmad 

• HQ: Qadian, Punjab 

• Objective: To propagate Islam from the onslaught of Christian Missionaries and Arya 

Samaj. 
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7. Pre-Congress Political Associations 

 

7.1 BENGAL 

• Zamindari Association Founded to safeguard the interests of Landlords. It was 

remarkable for utilizing Legal mechanism to redress grievances. 

• The Bengal British India Society Founded in 1843 to represent the actual condition of 

people of british India in a peaceful manner. In 1851 it got merged with Zamindari 

Association and resulted in British India Association, which sent first representation to 

British Parliament regarding abolition of salt, abkari and stamp duties. 

• The East India Association founded in 1866 at London by Dadabhai Naoroji to discuss 

indian question and to influence British public to promote Indian welfare. 

• The Indian League founded in 1875 by Sisir Kumar Ghosh with the object of stimulating 

the sense of nationalism amongst people.  

• Indian Association of Calcutta/Indian National Association was the first avowed 

National Organisation founded in 1876 by Young Bengali nationalists, Surendra Nath 

Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose. It was one of the famous pre congress associations to 

have many branches across india. 

7.2 BOMBAY 

• The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha founded in 1867 by M.G Ranade with the object of serving 

as a bridge between people and government. 

• The Bombay Presidency Association founded in 1885 by Pheroz shah Mehta, K.T Telang 

and Badruddin Tyabji 

7.3 MADRAS 

Madras Mahajana Sabha founded in 1884 by M.Veera raghava Chari, B. Subramanya Aiyer and 

P. Ananda Charlu. 
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8. Congress and Moderate Phase of Indian Freedom Struggle (1880 - 1905) 

 

8.1 Factors behind the Rise of Indian Nationalism 

• Political, Administrative and Economic Unification of the country – A professional Civil 

Service, a unified judiciary and codified laws throughout the country imparted a new 

dimension of political unity to the hitherto cultural unity that had existed in India for 

centuries. 

• Western thought and education gave new impetus to Liberal ideas taking shape around the 

world 

• Rise of Press and literature both in English and Vernacular helped spread modern ideas 

civil rights and self-government 

• Rediscovery of India’s past imparted self- respect and confidence among Indians. 

• Progressive character of socio- religious reform movements 

• Rise of middle class Intelligentsia 

• Impact of Contemporary Movements worldwide – Spain, Greece, Italy, Ireland  

• Reactionary policies and Racial arrogance of rulers led to contradictory regimes of 

Governor Generals (Lord Lytton vs. Lord Ripon) 

8.2 Contradictory regimes of Lord Lytton and Lord Ripon  

Lord Lytton (1876 -1880) 

• Notoriously Famous for his reactionary policies 

• 1876 – reduced the max age limit for ICS exam from 21 to 19 

• 1877 – First Delhi Durbar to declare Queen Victoria as ‘Empress of India’ (Kaiser I Hind). 

This grand function was held when country was in the severe grip of famine 

• 1878 – Vernacular press act, according to this Local newspapers should not publish 

antigovernment articles. To overcome this a Bengali journal ‘Amrit Bazar Patrika’ 

(founded by Sisir Kumar Ghosh and Motilal Ghosh) converted to English. 

• 1878 – The Arms Act, requires License for Indians to carry arms. 

Lord Ripon (1880 - 1884) 

• Famous for his liberal policies 

• 1882 – Repealed Vernacular press act 

• 1882 – Resolution on Local Self Government, Unfortunately it is related to urban bodies 

only. He is popularly called as Father of LSG 

• 1882 – Appointment of Education commission under chairman ship of William Hunter 

• 1883 – Ilbert Bill Controversy 

 

 



www.orgosias.com                                                                              
 

33 
 

Go to Index 

8.3 Ilbert Bill Controversy 

• Ilbert bill was mooted to end racial discrimination in Indian Judiciary. According to the 

original provisions, Europeans should be trialed by a jury of 12 members in which 7 

members should be Indian Judges. But the bill was passed with some changes (Jury should 

have 5 Indians and 7 European judges) which defeated the very purpose of the bill. 

• In a protest ‘Indian National Association’ under the leadership of S.N Banerjee organized 

an all India protest. So, the genesis of Indian freedom struggle can be traced back to 

this controversy. 

 

8.4 Congress and Moderate Phase 

 

1885 – Birth of Congress  

• ‘Indian National Congress’ (INC) was formed by a retired British civil servant A.O Hume. 

• First session of INC was held at Bombay and president was ‘W.C. Banerjee’.  

• Significance of first INC meeting: Petition to British government to increase maximum age 

limit in civil services exam. 

• Governor General during INC formation: Lord Duffrein. 

1886 

• INC session –  

o Place: Calcutta 

o President: Dadabhai Naoroji 

o significance: Indian National Association of S.N Banerjee got merged into INC 

• To discourage Muslim participation in to INC, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan started organizing 

MEC (Mohammedan Educational Conference) 

1887 

• INC session –  

o Place: Madras 

o President: Badruddin Tyabji  

o significance: first Muslim president  

• Lord Duffrein got agitated by INC’s rise and commented it as “Microscopic Minority” 

• Along with Raja Prathap, Sir Syed ahmed khan launched United India Patriotic 

Association was lunched under British influence to counter INCs rise. 

• Governor General Lansdowne replaced Duffrein. He restricted granting casual leaves to 

government employees during INC sessions. 
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1888 

• INC session –  

o Place: Allahabad 

o President: George Yule (First English President) 

o significance: London branch of Congress called ‘British Committee of INC’ was 

started to raise awareness of Indian issues to the public in Britain. 

 

1889 – Safety Valve Theory 

• INC session –  

o Place: Bombay   

o President: William Wedderburn  

• Wedderburn was the only English president to have presided INC for two times.  He 

was the biographer of A.O.Hume, in which he advocated ‘Safety valve Theory’ 

Safety valve theory 

• It has been said that Hume’s main purpose in encouraging the foundation of the congress 

was to provide a ‘safety valve’ or safe outlet to the growing discontent among the educated 

Indians. He wanted to prevent the union of a discontented nationalist intelligentsia with a 

discontented peasantry. 

•  However, it is a small part of the truth and totally misleading. More than anything else 

INC represented the urge of the politically conscious Indians to set up a national 

organization to work for their political and economic advancement. 

• Even Hume’s motives were mixed ones. He possessed sincere love for India and its poor 

cultivators. In any case, early leaders who teamed with Hume were patriotic men of high 

character. 

• If Hume wanted to use the congress as a safety valve, the early congress leaders hoped to 

use him as a ‘lightning Conductor’. 

 

1890 

• INC session –  

o Place: Calcutta 

o President: Pheroz Shah Mehta 

o significance: Kadimbini Ganguly the first woman graduate of Calcutta University 

addressed the INC session. 

• Pheroz Shah Mehta was a parsi and published ‘Bombay Chronicle’ 

• Emergence of AHRAR movement 
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1891 

• INC session –  

o Place: Nagpur 

o President: P. Ananda Charlu  

o Significance: first Hindu President  

• ‘Age of consent Bill was passed raising the marriage age from 10 to 12. Behramji Malabari 

played a crucial role in this legislation. 

1892 – Indian Councils Act, 1892 

• Indian Councils Act – Provided for the nomination of some non-official members of the  

o (a) central legislative councils by the viceroy on the recommendations of Provincial 

Legislative councils and Bengal chamber of commerce, and  

o (b) that of the provincial legislative councils by the Governors on the 

recommendation of the district boards, municipalities, universities etc. 

• It is the first biggest achievement of INC, as it facilitated the entry of Indians into councils. 

• Consequence: Many leaders like S.N Banerjee, Gopala Krishna Gokhale entered councils. 

1893 – Six great happenings 

• Gandhiji arrived in Durban (South Africa). While he was travelling in train, was thrown 

out despite having a first-class ticket; in a response he formed ‘Natal Indian Conference’ 

1984 to organize non-violent protests. Inspired from John Ruskin’s book ‘Unto This Last’ 

he setup Phoenix farm in 1904. In 1906, Gandhi organized the first Satyagraha 

campaign to protest against the Transvaal Asiatic ordinance, which mandated every Asian 

man should register himself and produce on demand a thumb-printed certificate of identity. 

In 1910 he setup Tolstoy farm. 

• Swami Vivekananda attended World parliament of religions in Chicago where he gave a 

speech glorifying India’s Culture. 

• Dadabhai Naoroji became Member of Parliament in United Kingdom house of commons 

• Annie Besant joined Theosophical society  

• Durand Commission was setup to define Durand Line between India and Afghanistan 

• Aurobindo Ghosh joined Imperial Civil Service (ICS). Agitated by the method of 

moderates, he commented “Moderate method of struggle – Prayer, protest and petition” as 

political mendicancy in his book New Lamps for the Old. He was editor of English daily 

BandeMataram, which was found by Bipin Chandra Pal. 

 

1895 – Tilak’s Popularity 

• 1891 – Tilak surfaced into Indian politics by joining INC. Though he was a Radical – 

Nationalist his Social ideals were Conservative; so, he criticized Age of Consent Bill in 

his journals Kesari (Published in Maratha) and Mahratta (published in English) 



www.orgosias.com                                                                              
 

36 
 

Go to Index 

• 1893 – Inaugurated Ganesh festivals. 1895 – Inaugurated Shivaji Festivals. Tilak was 

popular for his religion-based mass mobilization methods. 

• 1984 – Lord Elgin II became new Governor General 

1896 – Vande Mataram Song 

• INC session –  

o Place: Calcutta,  

o President: Rahimatullah Sayani 

o Significance: Vande Mataram was sung for the first time by Rabindra Nath 

Tagore. 

• Vande Mataram was a poem composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay  in his 

novel Anand Matt (His other works include Devi Chaudurani) 

1897 – Assassination of Mr. Rand 

• Mr. Rand was appointed as Plague commissioner to Pune. In the name of Plague control 

he committed many atrocities like forced stripping of women.  

• CHAPEKAR BROTHERS killed Rand. 

• Tilak popularized this incident in his journals by concealing the identities of perpetrators. 

Tilak was charged with incitement to murder and sentenced to 18 months imprisonment. 

When he emerged from prison in present-day Mumbai, he was revered as a martyr and a 

national hero. 

1898 – Anand Mohan Bose 

• INC session –  

o Place: Madras ,  

o President : Anand Mohan Bose 

• Anand Mohan Bose played a crucial role in ‘Sadharan Brahma Samaj’ and ‘Indian National 

Association’. 

• He presided the ‘Calcutta Town Hall Meeting’ August 7 1905 

1899 – Arrival of Lord Curzon 

• Lord Curzon enacted Calcutta Corporation Act (1899): strength of the elected members 

was reduced, thereby giving a majority to the European members. Thus the Calcutta 

Corporation came to be known as Anglo Indian house. 

1900 – Indian Famine of 1899 - 1900 

The last quarter of 19th century witnessed three great famines in which nearly 20 million lost their 

lives. 

Famine Governor General Commission 

1875 – 77 Lytton Richard Strachey 

1896 – 97 Elgin II Lyall 

1899 – 1900 Curzon Mc Donnell  
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Indifferent attitude of British administration during famines lead to the emergence of new kind of 

patriots – Revolutionaries 

• 1875 – Vasudev Balwant Phadke (Popularly known as ‘Father of Indian Armed Rebellion’) 

organized a Rebellion in Deccan with the help of few casts like Ramoshi, Kolis, Bhils and 

Dhangars. 

• 1899 – Savarkar Brothers started Mitra Mela, a revolutionary secret society (which later 

got transformed into Abhinav Bharat Society) 

 

1901 – Economic Nationalism 

With the dawn of 20th century and the growing economic distress, Moderates exposed the 

exploitative nature of British through the concept of ‘Drain of Wealth (DoW)’ 

• Dadabhai Naoroji  

▪ He was the first to advocate DoW concept in 1867 in a speech, said that 25% of the 

country’s revenue was added to resources of England 

▪ He was the first to publish the statistical estimates of India like National Income, 

Percapita Income etc. 

▪ In 1901 – He published his book, Poverty and UN-British Rule in India, which 

brought mass attention to the DOW Theory. 

• R.C. Dutt published a book called Economic History of India, in which he dealt about 

scientific survey of land revenues and British Plunders. 

• M.G. Ranade wrote essays on Indian Economy. 

• Gopala Krishna Gokhale gave speeches in the councils on Indian Economy. 

 

1902 – Curzon’s Administrative Reforms 

• Police Commission under Andrew Frazer.  

• It introduced Criminal Investigation Department (CID) at provincial level 

• Universities Commission under Thomas Raleigh made all institutes get affiliated to 

Madras, Bombay and Calcutta Universities. It reduced Autonomy of small institutes. It led 

to ‘Indian Universities Act – 1904’ 

1903 – 2nd Delhi Durbar and Resolution to partition Bengal 

• 2nd Delhi Durbar was organized to Coronate King Edward VII.  

• It was most pompous of all the Durbars 

• Lord Curzon passed a resolution to partition the Bengal Province on the grounds of 

‘Administrative Inconvenience’. 

• It led to an Anti – partition press campaign by S.N. Banerjee and others 
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1904  

• Curzon’s Legislations: Indian Universities Act, Ancient Monuments Preservation Act 

• Young husband’s Mission to Tibet   

• Home secretary Risley said “Bengal united is power, Bengal divided, will pull several 

different ways. That is what Congress leaders feel, their apprehensions are true and one 

of our main objective is to weaken a solid body of our opponents...” 

• The Indian Nationalists clearly saw the design behind the partition and condemned it 

unanimously. 

1905 - Bengal Partition 

• 19th Jul 1905: The decision to partition Bengal was announced 

• 7th Aug 1905: Calcutta Town Hall Meeting 

▪ Formal Proclamation of ‘Swadeshi Movement’ 

▪ ‘Boycott Resolution’ was passed. 

▪ S.N. Banerjee toured the country urging to boycott Manchester cloth and Liverpool 

salt. 

• 16th Oct 1905: The day Partition took effect 

▪ People bathed in Ganges and paraded the streets singing Bande Mataram which 

became the theme song of the movement. 

▪ People tied Rakhis as a symbol of unity of the two halves of the Bengal. 

▪ Anand Mohan Bose and S.N. Banerjee addressed the largest mass meetings ever of 

over 75000 people under the nationalist banner  

• INC Benaras Session 

▪ President: Gopala Krishna Gokhale 

▪ INC supported Swadeshi and Boycott movements for Bengal. Whereas the trinity 

of Extremists like Lal, Bal and Pal were in favor of extending the movement to rest 

of India. 

• Gopala Krishna Gokhale started Servants of India Society, to unite and train Indians of 

different ethnicities and religions in welfare work.  
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9. Indian Freedom Struggle (1906 - 1918) 

 

1906– Swadeshi Movement Activities | SWARAJ | All India Muslim League 

• Activities of Swadeshi Movement: 

o The partition of Bengal done by Lord Curzon was the immediate cause  

o The `Swadeshi' and 'Boycott' were adopted as methods of struggle for the first time  

o Boycott of Foreign Goods was a great Success 

o Samitis (Corps of Volunteers) were organized to take Swadeshi Message to 

villages. One of the popular ones was Swadesh Bandhab Samiti (Barisal Samiti) 

setup by Ashwini Kumar Dutt – it garnered unparalleled mass support particularly 

from Muslim Peasantry and it settled nearly 523 disputes through arbitration. 

o Self-Reliance in Economy from town level to village level. PC Ray started 

Swadeshi Chemical Stores and V.O Chidambaram Pillai started Swadeshi Shipping 

Company in Tuticorin 

o Self-Reliance in National Education. ‘Bengal National College’ was setup with 

Aurobindo Ghosh as the principal. National Council of Education was also setup. 

o Culture: Rabindranath Tagore composed Amar sonar Bangla, which later became 

national anthem of Bangladesh. Abanindranath Tagore’s Indian Art. 

• INC Calcutta session 

o President: Dadabhai Naoroji 

o Significance: INC declared that its goal was Self Government (SWARAJ). 

o Friction between Moderates and Extremists over President-ship to Tilak and the 

way to carryout Swadeshi Movement. Split was avoided by choosing Dadabhai 

Naoroji, who was respected by all the nationalists as a great patriot. 

o Four compromise resolutions on the Swadeshi, Boycott, National Education, and 

Self-Government demands were passed.  

• All India Muslim League  

o The main drawback of the Swadeshi Movement was that it was unable to garner 

the support of Muslims mainly Peasantry. With this backdrop and support from 

British in its Divide and Rule policy – All India Muslim League was formed by 

Aga Khan (Dacca Nawab). 

 

1907 – Surat Split 

• Swaraj Movement activities spread over all of India: Important Centers include 

o Calcutta – led by Bipin Chandra Pal, known as ‘Father of Revolutionary 

Thoughts’. His newspapers were PARIDARSHAK, NEW INDIA and BANDE 

MATARAM. 

https://theprint.in/culture/bipin-chandra-pal-as-much-a-revolutionary-in-politics-as-in-his-private-life/146215/
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o Punjab – led by Lala Lajpathi Rai, One of the legendary triumvirates of – Lal-

Bal-Pal. He went to set up the National College in Lahore, where Bhagat Singh 

studied. He visited USA and Japan where he kept in touch with the Indian 

revolutionaries. In England, he also became a member of the British Labour party. 

Elected as the President of the All India Trade Union Congress. As a visionary and 

man with a mission, he founded the Punjab National Bank, the Lakshmi Insurance 

Company and the Servants of the Peoples Society at Lahore. His literary works 

include ‘Unhappy India’, ‘Young India: An Interpretation’, ‘History of Arya 

Samaj’, ‘England’s Debt to India’ and a series of popular biographies on Mazzini, 

Garibaldi and Swami Dayanand. 

o Bombay – led by Bala Gangadar Tilak 

o Delhi – led by Syed Hyder Raja 

o Madras – led by Chidambaram Pillai 

• Doctrine of Passive Resistance – advocated for the first time by Aurobindo Ghosh in the 

journal ‘Bande Mataram’. It is a principle of Protest (like Boycott, Mass Movements etc. 

followed by extremists) over Petition (followed by Moderates).  

• 1907 – Surat Split: Split between Moderates and Extremists 

o Presidential Elections to INC was held for the first time in this session.  

o Contest between Ras Bihari Ghosh (Moderates) VS Tilak (Extremists).  

o In which Gosh won and later Extremists were expelled from the INC, later they 

started a new party called LIBERAL Party.   

 

Differences between Moderates and Extremists Moderates 

 

Moderates Extremists 

1. Social base—zamindars and upper middle 

classes in towns. 

2. Ideological inspiration— western liberal 

thought and European 

history. 

3. Believed in England's providential mission 

in India. 

4. Believed political connections with Britain 

to be in India's 

social, political and cultural interests. 

5. Professed loyalty to the British Crown. 

6. Believed that the movement should be 

limited to middle class 

intelligentsia; masses not yet ready for 

participation in political 

work. 

7. Demanded constitutional reforms and share 

for Indians in services. 

1. Social base 

educated middle classes in towns and lower 

middle class. 

2. Ideological inspiration—Indian history, 

cultural heritage and Hindu 

traditional symbols. 

3. Rejected 'providential mission theory' as an 

illusion. 

4. Believed that political connections with 

Britain would 

perpetuate British exploitation of India. 

5. Believed that the British Crown was 

unworthy of claiming Indian 

loyalty. 

6. Had immense faith in the capacity of masses 

to participate and to 

make sacrifices. 

7. Demanded swaraj as panacea for Indian ills. 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=148720
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8. Insisted on the use of constitutional methods 

only. 

9. They were patriots and did not play the role 

of a comprador class. 

 

8. Did not hesitate to use extraconstitutional 

methods like boycott 

and passive resistance to achieve their 

objectives. 

9. They were patriots who made sacrifices for 

the sake of the country. 

 

Source: Modern India, Spectrum. 

 

 

1908 – Government Repression and Period of Void in National Movement 

• Government Repression on Extremists: Government brought in new legislations to 

repress extremists. Tilak was deported to Mandalay Jail for six years.  

• Indian Newspapers (Incitement to Offences) Act, 1908: According to this act, any Anti 

– Government Propaganda activities led to Imprisonment.  Based on this a sedition charge 

was filed on Aurobindo Gosh for his News articles in Bandematarm, which is popularly 

known as Bandemataram Sedition Case. With these Happenings Bipin Chandra Pal, 

founder of the Bandematarm Newspaper retired from the active politics. 

• Weakening of Swaraj Movement: With Bal in Jail, Pal retirement and Rai left to 

America, Extremists were not able to organize an effective alternative party to sustain the 

movement. The Moderates were left with no popular base or support, especially as the 

youth rallied behind, the Extremists. After 1908, the national movement as a whole 

declined for a time. In 1914, Tilak was released and he picked up the threads of the 

movement. 

• INC Session: Place – Madras, President – Ras Bihari Ghosh. 

 

1909 – Morley Minto Reforms 

• Government strategy to Suppress National Movement: three-pronged approach of 

repression, conciliation, suppression. 

1. In the first stage, the Extremists were to be repressed mildly, mainly to frighten the 

Moderates  

2. In the second stage, the Moderates were to be placated through some concessions, 

and hints were to be dropped that more reforms would be forthcoming if the 

distance from the Extremists was maintained. This was aimed at isolating the 

Extremists 

3. Now, with the Moderates on its side, the Government could suppress the Extremists 

with its full might. The Moderates could then be ignored. 

Unfortunately, neither the Moderates nor the Extremists understood the implications of the 

strategy.  
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• Indian Councils Act, 1909: Popularly known as Morley Minto Reforms. It’s main features 

are 

o It considerably increased the size of the legislative councils 

o It enlarged the deliberative functions of the legislative councils at both the levels. 

For example, members were allowed to ask supplementary questions, move 

resolutions on the budget, and so on. 

o For the first time Indians were allowed into GoG’s Executive Council. Satyendra 

Prasad Sinha became the first Indian to be appointed so and he was appointed as 

the law member. 

o It introduced ‘separate electorate’ for Muslims. Under this, the Muslim members 

were to be elected only by Muslim voters. Thus, the Act ‘legalized communalism’ 

and Lord Minto came to be known as the Father of Communal Electorate. 

 

1910 

• Arrival of New GoG – Lard Hardinge II 

• Aurobindo in Pondicherry: 

o As the repressive activities of British continued, He retired from active politics and 

converted to Spiritualism and setup an Ashram at Pondicherry.  

o His Spiritual Works that stand out are ‘The Life Divine’ and his magnum opus, 

‘Savitri,’ that depicts an individual ‘winning over ignorance, suffering and death’ 

through her spiritual search. 

 

1911 – Cancellation of Bengal Partition and Capital Shift to Delhi 

• Third Delhi Durbar: 

o Purpose: Coronation of King George V 

o Proclamations: Partition of Bengal is Cancelled and Capital shifted from 

Calcutta to Delhi 

• INC Session  

o Place: Calcutta  

o President: Bishan Narayan Dhar 

o Significance: Jana Gana Mana was sang for the first time officially.  

 

1912 – Delhi Conspiracy Case. 

• When Capital was being shifted from Calcutta to Delhi. Member of Anushilan Samiti – 

Rash Behari Bose attempted to throw a bomb at GoG’s Procession. But GoG was 

unharmed. 

 

1913 – Foundation of Ghadr Party 

• The Ghadr Party was a revolutionary group organized around a weekly newspaper The 

Ghadr with its headquarters at San Francisco and branches along the US coast and in the 

Far East.  

• The moving spirits behind the Ghadr Party were Lala Hardayal, Ramchandra, Bhagwan 

Singh, Kartar Singh Saraba. The Ghadrites intended to bring about a revolt in India. Their 

plans were encouraged by two events in 1914—the Komagata Maru incident and the 

outbreak of the First World War. 
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1914 - Komagata Maru incident 

• Nearly 350 passengers of Sikh and Punjabi origin were travelling from Singapore to 

Canada on a Japanese ship named Komagata Maru. 

• Under British influence they were not allowed in Canada. SO they returned back and 

anchored at Calcutta, where a small conflict arose between them and police, in which 22 

people died. 

• Inflamed by this and with the outbreak of World War I, Kartar singh saraba and Rahubar 

Dayal along with Rashbehari Bose and Sachindra Sanyal launched a violent attack against 

British. Which was suppressed severely by-passing Defense of India Act. 

• 2019: Justin Trudeau (PM of Canada) apologizes in House for 1914 Komagata Maru 

incident. https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/komagata-maru-live-apology-1.3587827  

 

 

1915 – Arrival of Gandhi in India and Tilak’s re-entry into Politics 

• Gandhi’s Arrival: At the request of Gopala Krishna Gokhale Gandhi returned to India.  

• Tilak’s reentry into politics: After releasing from jail in 1914 he effectively took steps 

for Moderate – Extremist rapprochement.   

• All India Hindu Maha Sabha: Founded by Madan Mohan Malviya, First Session was 

held in 1915. President was ‘Maharaja of Kasim Bazar’. But it remained for years a rather 

weak organization, one reason was the greater weight and influence of modern secular 

intelligentsia and middle class among Hindus.  

• INC  

o Place: Bombay 

o President: S.P. Sinha 

o Significance: Annie Besant entered into politics. She introduced Home Rule 

Resolution and laid the condition that if the congress did not implement its 

commitments, she would be free to set up her own league – which she finally did 

as there was no response from congress. 

1916 – Home Rule Movement (HRM) & Lucknow Pact 

• Arrival of New GoG – Lord Chelmsford 

• New Universities were setup 

o Karve University in Pune – Founded by Dhindo Keshav Karve was first Woman 

University in India. 

o Benaras Hindu University – Founded by Madan Mohan Malaviya and Annie 

Besant. 

• Home Rule Movement 

o Its emergence broke the void present in Indian Political space from 1908 

o It was first proposed by Annie Besant 

o It had Two branches –  

1. Tilak’s League  

2. Besant’s League 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/komagata-maru-live-apology-1.3587827
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Details Tilaks League Besants League 

Launch Date April 1916 September 1916 

Place of Operation Maharashtra (Excluding 

Bomaby), Karnataka, Central 

Provinces and Berar 

Madras and Rest of India 

Associated 

Persons 

Joseph Baptista George Arundale 

B.W. Wadia 

C.P Ramaswamy Aiyer 

Demands Home Rule, Linguistic 

Provinces, Education in 

Vernacular languages 

Same 

Methodology Public Meetings, Lecture tours, Reading Rooms, News Papers 

Importance Tilak Coined the phrase – 

“Swaraj is my birth right and I 

shall have it” 

 

Tilak was Conferred the title – 

“LokaManya” 

Gadicharla Harisarvothama Rao carried out 

HRM in Andhra.    

 

o Government came down with severe repression by Arresting Annie Besant and her 

associates. Condemning this act, S.Subramaniya Aiyer renounced Knighthood. 

o Why Faded?  Because of lack of effective organization and Leaderless-ness after 

Tilak’s departure to London and Besant’s arrest.  

o Positive Outcomes: It permanently deflected the movement away from Moderate 

style. It prepared masses for the Politics of Gandhian Style.   

o The August 1917 declaration and Montague – Chelmsford reforms of 1919 

were direct results of HRM.  

• INC 

o Place: Lucknow 

o President: Ambica Charan Mazumdar 

o Significance:  

a. Lucknow Merger: Tilak and Besant made efforts for reunion of Moderates 

and Extremists. Tilak denounced the acts of violence to pacify Moderates. 

b. Lucknow Pact – Congress and Muslim League started working together: 

▪ Why happened? With Annulment of Partition of Bengal in 1911, 

Britain’s refusal to help Khalifa in Turkey many young Muslims 

were drawn towards the idea of working together with other groups 

to achieve self-government from British. In which Muslim League 

agreed to present joint constitutional demands with congress to the 

Government. 

▪ Negative effect: Congress accepted the view of Muslim Leagues 

Position on Separate Electorates, which was a political blunder 

by congress as it served as a landmark in the evolution of Two –

Nation Theory. 
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1917 – Champaran Satyagraha: First act of Civil Disobedience  

• Gandhi was requested by Rajkumar Shukla to look into the problems of the indigo planters, 

who were suffering because of tinkathia system (peasants had to grow indigo on 3/20 of 

the total  

Land). Gandhi defied the order to leave the area and performed first Act of Civil 

Disobedience. Finally, government came down and appointed a committee to look into the 

issue, in which Gandhi was nominated as a member. He was assisted by Rajendra Prasad, 

Mahadev Desai, J.B Kriplani etc. 

• Montagu’s Declaration (August Declaration) 

o "The government policy is of an increasing participation of Indians in every branch 

of administration and gradual development of self – governing institutions with a 

view to the progressive realization of responsible government in India as an 

integral part of India”. 

o Self – Government demand from now on cannot be treated as sedition as it became 

the government policy unlike previous reforms. 

o Purpose: To decrease political unrest (HRM) and to gain India’s Support in WW – 

I (Even Gandhi mobilized Indian Youth to join in Army) 

• INC 

o Place: Calcutta 

o President: Annie Besant  

o Significance: First Woman President of INC 

• Rowlatt Committee: was appointed to suggest measures to effectively deal with growing 

revolutionary terrorism in India, especially Punjab and Bengal 

• Saddler Commission on Education: It was constituted to strengthen the College 

education in India. It proposed the existing model of Intermediate colleges and 3year 

Degree courses after that. 

1918 

• Ahmedabad Mill workers Strike – First act of Hunger Strike by Gandhi. 

Gandhi undertook fast unto death to get 35% Plague bonus to workers. Mill owners finally 

obliged and gave bonus. 

• Kheda Satyagraha – First act of Non-Cooperation by Gandhi.  

There was Drought in Kheda District. According to Revenue rules, if the yield is less than 

1/4th of normal produce, farmers were entitled to remission - which authorities refused to 

grant. Gandhi went in support of farmers and urged them not to pay revenue. Sardar Patel 

and Indulal Yagnikbecame his followers. 

• Tilak left to London to file a defamation suit against British Journalist, Valentine Chirol, 

who in his book Indian Unrest termed Tilak as “Father of Indian Unrest” 
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10.Indian Freedom Struggle (1919 - 1939) – Gandhian Era 

 

1919 - Mont-Ford Reforms 

• Government of India Act,1919 (Mont-Ford Reforms) 

o It relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the 

central and provincial subjects.  

o It further divided the provincial subjects into two parts—transferred and reserved. 

The transferred subjects were to be administered by the governor with the aid of 

ministers responsible to the legislative Council. The reserved subjects, on the other 

hand, were to be administered by the governor and his executive council without 

being responsible to the legislative Council. This dual scheme of governance was 

known as ‘dyarchy’ which means double rule. However, this experiment was 

largely unsuccessful.  

o It introduced, for the first time, bicameralism and direct elections in the country. 

Thus, the Indian Legislative Council was replaced by a bicameral legislature 

consisting of an Upper House (Council of State) and a Lower House (Legislative 

Assembly). The majority of members of both the Houses were chosen by direct 

election (It granted franchise to a limited number of people on the basis of property, 

tax or education).  

o It required that the three of the six members of the Viceroy’s executive Council 

(other than the commander-in-chief) were to be Indian.  

o It extended the principle of communal representation by providing separate 

electorates for Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans.  

o It provided for the establishment of a public service commission. Hence, a Central 

Public Service Commission was set up in 1926 for recruiting civil servants  

o For the first time it authorized the provincial legislatures to enact their budgets.  

o It provided for the appointment of a statutory commission to inquire into and report 

on its working after ten years of its coming into force. 

 

• Rowlatt Act: While, on the one hand, the Government dangled the carrot of constitutional 

reforms, on the other hand, it decided to arm itself with extraordinary powers to suppress 

any discordant voices against the reforms. This Act authorized the Government to imprison 

any person without trial and conviction in a court of law, thus enabling the Government to 

suspend the right of habeas corpus which had been the foundation of civil liberties in 

Britain. 

• JallianwalaBagh Massacre: Army opened fire under orders from General Dyer on nearly 

1000 people who were gathered there to protest against the arrest of their leaders, Saifuddin 

Kitchlew and Satyapal.  The entire nation was stunned and Rabindra Nath Tagore 

renounced his knighthood.  

• Hunter Committee was appointed to enquire into Punjab Disturbances. It exonerated 

Genreal Dyer. 

• Khilafat Movement: After WW I, British took a stern attitude towards Turkey(Throne of 

Khalifa, whom Muslims all over the world considered as Spiritual Leader). To garner 

support for Khalifa Khilafat Committee was formed under the leadership of  Ali 

Brothers(Shaukat Ali and Muhammad ALi), Maulana Azad and Azmal Khan. 
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1920 –Non-Cooperation Movement (NCM) 

• May 1920: An All-Party conference at Allahabad approved a programme of Boycott of 

schools, colleges and law courts and asked Gandhi to lead it. 

• Aug 31 1920: NCM was formally launched by Khilafat Committee. Tilak was accidentally 

passed away. 

• Sep 1920: INC Special session 

o Place: Calcutta 

o President: Lala Lajpat Rai 

o Significance: NCM was aopproved by congress 

• Dec 1920: INC Regular session 

o Place: Nagpur 

o President: Veera Raghava Charyulu 

o Significance:  

▪ NCM was endorsed 

▪ Change in Congress attitude: Attainment of self-government through Extra-

Constitutional Mass struggle instead of Constitutional means 

▪ Congress Working Committee (CWC) with 15 members was setup to lead 

INC 

▪ Provincial Congress Committees on linguistic basis were organized 

 

 

1921 – Spread of NCM 

• NCM was the first freedom struggle which witnessed Hindu – Muslim Unity. 

• It was the first large scale activity undertaken by Gandhiji – He toured nationwide. 

• Components of NCM: 

o Boycott of British goods and textiles and use Khadi instead and also promote 

spinning wheel 

o Boycott of British Schools and Colleges – Led to Cropping up of Indian institutions 

examples include 

▪ Jamia Milia Islamia 

▪ Gujarat Vidyapith – Ahmedabad founded by Gandhiji 

▪ Visva Bharathi University – founded by Rabindranath Tagore 

o Boycott of law courts and dispensation of justice through Panchayats instead. Many 

lawyers like C.R Das, J Nehru, Rajaji, Vallabhbai patel, Tanguturi Prakasham 

gaveup practice 

o Boycott of Legislative councils and its elections 

o Ali brothers gave a call to resign from Army as it was unreligious. 

o Renunciation of Government honors and titles 

o No tax campaigns were observed in Andhra: Chirala – Perala Movement (led by 

Duggirala Gopala Krishnayya against increase of municipal taxes) 

o In Assam tea plantation workers organized Strikes  

o The spirit of defiance and unrest gave rise to many local struggles such as Awadh 

Kisan Movement and Eka Movement in UP, Mapilla revolt (Malabar) and the Sikh 

agitation for the removal of mahants in Punjab.  
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• Government came down heavily on protestors and public meetings were banned. Except 

Gandhi all important leaders were arrested. 

 

1922 – NCM got suspended 

 

• Feb 5 1922 – Chauri Chaura Incident  

Chauri Chaura is a small village in UP, where protesting Satyagrahis burnt a police station 

as a retaliation for their atrocities.  

It led to death of 22 police men. Gandhiji was unhappy with the increasing violent trend of 

the movement immediately announced the withdrawal of NMC. 

• Bardoli Resolution: In Feb 1922 Congress Working Committee met at Bardoli and 

resolved to stop all activity that led to breaking of law and get down to constructive work, 

instead. 

• Swarajists (Pro-Changers) and No-Changers Debate 

 

o Issue of Debate – Council Entry: Whether to enter into Legislative councils (which 

was boycotted during NCM)?  

Swarajists No Changers 

They advocated Councils Entry They opposed Council Entry  

Strategy: ‘End or Mend the councils 

from within’ 

Continue the Constructive work 

C.R Das, Motilal Nehru, Ajmal Khan Vallbhbai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, C 

rajagopala Chari 

 

• INC 

o Place: Gaya 

o President: C.R Das (Desh-Bandhu) 

o Significance: Though being president C.R Das introduces ‘Council Entry 

Resolution’, which gets rejected by CWC.  

o Consequence: C.R Das resigns from INC and establishes Congress- Khilafat 

Swarajya Party, for which he was president and Motilal Nehru was Secretary. 

 

 

1924 

• Achievement of Sawaraj Party  

o Muddyman Committee to review Constitutional Reforms and Dyarchy 

o Simultaneous Examination for ICS at both Delhi and London(Lee Commission) 

o Vittalbhai Patel became speaker of Central Legislative Assembly 

o They defeated PUBLIC SAFETY BILL(Government will be able to deport 

undesirable and subversive foreigners) 

 

• INC 

o Place: Belgaum (Karnataka)** 

o President: Gandhi 

o Significance: Only session presided by Gandhiji 
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1925 

• With the demise of C.R Das, Swaraj Party starts becoming weak – Split in Swaarajya 

Party 

Responsivists Non Responsivists 

advocated cooperation with the 

Government and holding of office 

wherever possible to protect the so-called 

Hindu interests 

Swarajya Party is a secular one and let us 

stick to Non- Cooperation with the govt. 

 

Lala Lajpat Rai, Madan Mohan Malaviya 

and N.C. Kelkar 

Motilal Nehru, Vittalbhai Patel 

Note: Responsivists accused Motilal Nehru of being anti-Hindu and a beef-eater 

 

• Birth of RSS (Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh – Founded by Keshav Baliram Hedgewar) 

• Birth of CPI (Communist Party of India – Founded by M.N. Roy) 

• INC 

o Place: Cawnpore 

o President: Sarojini Naidu 

o Significance: 2nd Woman president of INC and First Indian woman president. 

 

 

 

1926 

• Decline of Swarajya Party: The main leadership of the Swarajya Party reiterated faith in 

mass civil disobedience and withdrew from legislatures in March 1926, while another 

section of Swarajists went into the 1926 elections as a party in disarray, and did not fare 

well. In 1930, the Swarajists finally walked out as a result of the Lahore Congress 

resolution on purna swaraj and the beginning of the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-

34). 

• New Governor General: Lord Irwin 

 

1927 

• All India states Peoples Conference (AISPC): conglomeration of political movements in 

the princely states of the British Raj, which were variously called Praja Mandals. It’s first 

session was held in Bombay on December 1927. 

•  Swarajya Party demanded fresh round of Constitutional Reforms: As a response 

British Government constituted two commissions 

o Indian Statuary Commission: Headed by John Simon 

o Indian States Commission: headed by Harcourt Butler for political reforms in 

Native states 

• INC 

o Place: Madras 

o President: M.A. Ansari 

o Significance: INC decided to boycott Simon Commission “at every stage and 

every form” because of Non representation of Indians in it. (Simon 

Commission is All White men commission) 
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1928 – Simon Go Back 

• Anti-Simon Agitations 

 

o Slogan: ‘Simon Go Back’ 

 

Center  Leader Comments 

Bombay Yusuf Meherally He coined the term 

‘Simon Go Back’ 

Lucknow Jawahar Lal Nehru  

Lahore Lala Lajpati Rai Severely wounded by the 

lathi charge of ACP 

Sanders, died a fortnight 

later. This prompted 

Bagath Singh to kill 

Sanders(Lahore 

Conspiracy case) 

Madras Tanguturi Prakasham He is known as Andhra 

Kesari 

 

 

• Secretary of State (SOS) Birkenhead Challenge  

 

As Simon Commission was boycotted by all political parties in India, SOS Lord 

Birkenhead challenged Indian politicians to produce an agreed constitution acceptable to 

all political sections. 

 

• Nehru Report  

o As an answer to Lord Birkenhead's challenge, an All Parties Conference met in 

February 1928 and appointed a subcommittee under the chairmanship of Motilal 

Nehru to draft a constitution. 

o The committee included Tej Bahadur Sapru, Subhash Bose finalized the report by 

August 1928 

o Main features of the report were: 

▪ Dominion status 

▪ Rejection of separate electorates 

▪ Linguistic provinces 

▪ Nineteen fundamental rights including equal rights for women, right to form 

unions, and universal adult suffrage 

o Muslim League proposed some amendments to this report which are called ‘Delhi 

Proposals’. 

• INC 

o Place: Calcutta 

o President: Motilal Nehru  

o Significance: Congress gave one year grace period to implement Nehru report and 

form a constitution based on Dominion Status. In the event of its failure the 
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Congress would not only demand complete independence but would also launch a 

Civil Disobedience Movement to attain its goal. 

 

1929 – Purna Swaraj 

• 14-point formula: Rejecting Nehru report Jinnah proposed fourteen points which became 

the basis of all future propaganda of the Muslim League.   

• Bomb Attack on Central Legislative Assembly: Conspired by Bagath Singh and 

Batukeshwar Dutt, members of HSRA (Hindustan Socialist Republican Association) to 

protest against the passage of Public safety Bill and Trade Dispute Bill. The objective was 

to not harm but to make ‘deaf hear’. 

• Deepavali Declaration: Lord Irwin, the Governor General of India made his famous 

‘Deepavali Declaration’(October 31,1929) according to which the objective of British 

policy was to grant Dominion status to India and a round table conference would be 

held in London after the Simon commission had reported. 

• INC 

o Place: Lahore 

o President: Jawaharlal Nehru  

o Significance: Major decisions 

▪ Poorna Swaraj (Complete Independence) is declared as aim of INC 

▪ Boycott Round Table Conference 

▪ Congress Working Committee authorized to launch a program of civil 

disobedience 

▪ January 26, 1930 fixed as the first Independence Day, to be celebrated 

everywhere.  

▪ December 31, 1929 at midnight on the banks of River Ravi, the newly 

adopted tri-color flag of freedom was hoisted amidst slogans of Inquilab 

Zindabad.  

 

1930 – Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) 

 

• Gandhi’s Eleven Demands 

To carry forward the mandate given by the Lahore Congress, Gandhi presented eleven 

demands to the Government and gave an ultimatum of January 31, 1930 to accept or reject 

these demands. Important demands include:  

o Reduce expenditure on Army and civil services by 50 per cent. 

o Introduce total prohibition.  

o Carry out reforms in Criminal Investigation Department (CID) 

o Change Arms Act allowing popular control of issue of firearms licenses 

o Release political prisoners. 

o Accept Postal Reservation Bill. 

o Reduce rupee-sterling exchange ratio  

o Introduce textile protection.  

o Reserve coastal shipping for Indians. 

o Reduce land revenue by 50 per cent. 

o Abolish salt tax and government's salt monopoly. 
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• CDM – Feb 1930  

o With no positive response forthcoming from the Government on these demands, 

the Congress Working Committee invested Gandhi with full powers to launch 

the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) at a time and place of his choice. By 

February-end, Gandhi had decided to make, salt, the central theme for the 

CDM. 

o Why salt was chosen? As Gandhi said, "There is no other article like salt, outside 

water, by taxing which the Government can reach the starving millions, the sick, 

the maimed and the utterly helpless. It is the most inhuman poll tax the ingenuity 

of man can devise." 

• Dandi March - April 1930  

o The historic march, marking, the launch of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 

began on March 12, and Gandhi broke the salt law by picking up a handful of salt 

at Dandi on April 6. The violation of the law was seen as a symbol of the Indian 

people's resolve not to live under British made laws and therefore under British 

rule. 

 

• Components of CDM as espoused by Gandhi 

o Wherever possible civil disobedience of the salt law should be started.  

o Foreign liquor and cloth shops can be picketed.  

o We can refuse to pay taxes if we have the requisite strength. 

o Lawyers can give up practice. Public can boycott law courts by refraining from 

litigation.  

o Government servants can resign from their posts.  

o All these should be subject to one condition—truth and non-violence as means to 

attain swaraj should be faithfully adhered to.  

o Local leaders should be obeyed after Gandhi's arrest. 

 

• CDM at rest of India 

Place Organizer Notes 

Tamil Nadu Rajagopala Chari From Trichy to 

Vedaraniyam 

Malabar K.Kelappan From Calicut to Poyannur 

Assam  Sylhet to Noakhali 

Darshana Sarojini Naidu She completed the 

unfinished task of Gandhiji 

because of his arrest 

Peshawar Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 

(Frontier Gandhi) – his 

magazine is Pukhtoon 

Organised volunteer 

brigade of ‘Khudai 

Khidmatgars’ also known 

as Red Shirts to organize 

CDM 

Manipur & Nagaland Rani Gaidinliu At very young age of 

thirteen she raised the 

banner against foreign rule 
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After Gandhi's arrest, the CWC sanctioned: 

o non-payment of revenue in Ryotwari areas; 

o no chowkidara tax campaign in zamindari areas; and 

o violation of forest laws in the Central Provinces. 

 

• Impact of CDM  

o Imports of foreign cloth and other items fell.  

o Government income from liquor, excise and land revenue fell. 

o Elections to Legislative Assembly were largely boycotted. 

• Extent of Mass Participation  

o Women: Gandhi had specially asked women to play a leading part in the movement. 

Soon, they became a familiar sight, picketing outside liquor shops, opium dens and 

shops selling foreign cloth. For Indian women, the movement was the most 

liberating experience and can truly be said to have marked their entry into the public 

sphere. 

o Students: Along with women, students and youth played the most prominent part 

in boycott of foreign cloth and liquor.  

o Muslims: Their participation was nowhere near the 1920-22 level because of 

appeals by Muslim leaders to Muslim masses to stay away from the movement and 

because of, active government encouragement to communal dissension. Still, some 

areas such as the NWFP saw an overwhelming participation.  

o Merchants and Petty Traders: They were very enthusiastic. Traders' associations, 

and commercial bodies were active in implementing the boycott, especially in 

Tamil Nadu and Punjab.  

o Tribals were active participants in Central Provinces, Maharashtra and Karnataka.  

o Workers: Participated in Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Sholapur, etc. 

o Peasants were active in UP, Bihar and Gujarat. 

 

• Government Response:  

o Lathi charge and firing on unarmed crowds left several killed and wounded, while 

90,000 satyagrahis Including Gandhi and other Congress leaders were imprisoned. 

o In a conciliatory effort it expedited the process of Round Table Conference (RTC). 

 

• Note: 

o Civil Disobedience was a book written by Henry David Thoreau 

o Other books which influenced Gandhi were unto this Last by John Ruskin and 

o Kingdom of God is within You by Leo Tolstoy 

 

• RTC – I 

o The Invitation for RTC – I was based on Deepavali Declaration (to grant Dominion 

Status) 

o This was the first ever conference arranged between the British and the Indians as 

equals.  

o British PM who attended RTC – I: Ramsay MacDonald  
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o All political parties (Muslim League, Hindu MahaSabha, Liberals) and Princes 

attended the Conference. Whereas Congress boycotted it.  

o British Prime Minister hinted at an olive branch to the Congress and expressed the 

hope that the Congress would attend the next RTC. 

 

1931 – Gandhi Irwin Pact 

 

• Gandhi – Irwin Pact (Delhi Pact): 

o It is a mutual understanding between Gandhi (on behalf of people of India) and 

Lord Irwin (British Government) 

o Gandhiji accepted for: 

▪ Suspension of CDM 

▪ Participation in RTC – II 

o Irwin Accepted the following proposals of Gandhiji  

▪ Immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of violence;  

▪ Remission of all fines not yet collected;  

▪ Return of all lands not yet sold to third parties; 

▪ Lenient treatment to those government servants who had resigned;  

▪ Right to make salt in coastal villages for personal consumption (not for 

sale);  

▪ Right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing; and  

▪ Withdrawal of emergency ordinances. 

o Irwin Rejected the following proposals of Gandhiji  

▪ Public enquiry into police excesses 

▪ Commutation of Bagath Singh and his comrade’s death sentence to life 

imprisonments  

 

• Execution of Bagath Singh  

o On March 23 1931 Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru had been executed. 

o Every Year March 23 is celebrated as Shahidi Diwas (Martyrs Day) 

 

• INC  

 

o Place: Karachi 

o President: Sardar Vallabhbai Patel  

o Significance:  

▪ Throughout Gandhi's route to Karachi, he was greeted with black flag 

demonstrations by the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha, in protest against 

his failure to secure commutation of the death sentence for Bhagat and his 

comrades.  

▪ Two resolutions were adopted—one on Fundamental Rights and the 

other on National Economic Program. 

• RTC – II 

o Only RTC which saw the participation of INC(Gandhi) 

o Major discussion was of Communal Electorate 
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o The session ended with the MacDonald’s announcement of the two Muslim 

majority provinces – North West Frontier Province (NWFP) and Sindh. 

 

• Arrival of New GoG – Lord Willingdon 

 

 

1932 – Poona Pact 

 

• Revival of CDM  

After the failure of RTC – II talks, Gandhiji returned to India and revived CDM. To 

decrease the tempo of INC to build a Mass Movement again, Lord Willingdon refused a 

meeting with Gandhi and later arrested him and placed in Poona Yerrawada Jail. 

 

• Communal Award 

o Announced by British PM Ramsay MacDonald on August 1932. It was yet another 

expression of British Divide and Rule Policy. Its Provisions include: 

▪ Recognition of Dalits as Minorities  

▪ Dalits are entitled to Communal Electorate 

o Congress Response  

while strongly disagreeing with the Communal Award, the Congress decided 

neither to accept it nor to reject it. 

 

o Gandhi Response  

▪ Gandhi saw the Communal Award as an attack on Indian unity and 

nationalism. Gandhi demanded that the depressed classes be elected through 

joint and if possible, a wider electorate through universal franchise, while 

expressing no objection to the demand for a larger number of reserved seats. 

▪ To press his demands, he observed Fast unto Death for the first time in 

Poona Yerrawada Jail. 

 

• Poona Pact  

o Signed by B.R. Ambedkar on behalf of the depressed classes in September 1932, 

the Pact abandoned separate electorates for the depressed classes.  

o But the seats reserved for the depressed classes were increased from 71 to 147 in 

provincial legislatures and 18 per cent of the total in the central legislature.  

o The Poona Pact was accepted by the Government as an amendment to the 

Communal Award. 

 

• RTC -III 

o There were no significant outcomes of it.  

o Dr. B R Ambedkar is credited for attending all the RTC’s. His political party was 

Depressed Classes Asscoication 
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1933 

 

• Harijan Campaign by Gandhiji 

o After Poona pact even when he was in jail, he started a campaign against 

untouchability and launched All India Untouchability League 

o After coming out of jail he organized an All-India tour to discover the hardships 

faced by Dalits and Started the weekly Harijan and also an organization by name 

Harijan Sevak Sangh 

o Gandhi repeatedly described the campaign as not a political movement but as being 

primarily meant to purify Hinduism and Hindu society. Gradually, the campaign 

carried the message of nationalism to Harijans who also happened to be the 

agricultural labourers in most parts of the country, leading to their increasing 

participation in the national and peasant movements. 

 

• PAKISTAN – name was coined 

By Choudhry Rahmat Ali in a pamphlet ‘Now or Never’. It is an acronym of Punjab, 

Afghan, Kashmir, Sindh and Baluchistan 

 

• INC  

o Place: Calcutta 

o President: Mrs Nelli Sen Gupta  

o Significance: During entire freedom struggle only three women presided INC. She 

is one among them along with Annie Besant and Sarojini Naidu. Kadimbini 

Ganguly was the first woman to participate in Congress proceedings in 1890 

Calcutta session. 

 

1934 – Struggle – Truce - Struggle 

 

• S-T-S (Struggle – Truce - Struggle) vs S-V (Struggle - Victory) 

o Following the withdrawal of the civil disobedience movement There was a debate 

on the future strategy of the nationalists. 

o A large number of Congressmen led by Gandhi believed that a mass phase of 

movement (struggle phase) had to be followed by a phase of reprieve (truce phase) 

before the next stage of mass struggle could be taken up. The truce period, it was 

argued, would enable the masses to recoup their strength to fight and also give the 

Government a chance to respond to the demands of the nationalists. The masses 

could not go on sacrificing indefinitely.  

o Criticizing the S-T-S strategy, Nehru argued that the Indian national movement had 

reached a stage, after the Lahore Congress call for purna swaraj programme, in 

which there should, be a continuous confrontation and conflict with imperialism till 

it was overthrown. Against an S-T-S strategy, he suggested a Struggle-Viciory (S-

V) strategy. 

 

• INC 

o Place: Bombay 

o President: Dr. Rajendra Prasad  
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o Significance:  

▪ There was a growing tendency towards Socialism in Young congress 

leaders like Nehru and Subash Chandra Bose. 

▪ Congress Socialst Party was formed by Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya 

Narayan Dev, Ram Manohar Lohia 

▪ Gandhi announced his resignation from the congress. 

 

 

 

1935 – Government of India Act,1935 

 

• Features of the Act: 

o It provided for the establishment of an All-India Federation consisting of 

provinces and princely states as units. The Act divided the powers between the 

Centre and units in terms of three lists—Federal List (for Centre, with 59 items), 

Provincial List (for provinces, with 54 items) and the Concurrent List (for both, 

with 36 items). Residuary powers were given to the Viceroy. However, the 

federation never came into being as the princely states did not join it. 

o It abolished dyarchy in the provinces and introduced ‘provincial autonomy’ in its 

place. The provinces were allowed to act as autonomous units of administration in 

their defined spheres. Moreover, the Act introduced responsible governments in 

provinces, that is, the governor was required to act with the advice of ministers 

responsible to the provincial legislature. This came into effect in 1937 and was 

discontinued in 1939.  

o It provided for the adoption of dyarchy at the Centre. Consequently, the federal 

subjects were divided into reserved subjects and transferred subjects. However, this 

provision of the Act did not come into operation at all.  

o It introduced bicameralism in six out of eleven provinces. Thus, the legislatures 

of Bengal, Bombay, Madras, Bihar, Assam and the United Provinces were made 

bicameral consisting of a legislative council (upper house) and a legislative 

assembly (lower house). However, many restrictions were placed on them.  

o It abolished the Council of India, established by the Government of India Act of 

1858. The secretary of state for India was provided with a team of advisors.  

o Communal Electorates were extended to Sikhs, Christians and Anglo Indians. 

o It extended franchise. About 10 per cent of the total population got the voting right.  

o It provided for the establishment of a Reserve Bank of India to control the 

currency and credit of the country.  

o It provided for the establishment of not only a Federal Public Service 

Commission but also a Provincial Public Service Commission and Joint Public 

Service Commission for two or more provinces. 

o It provided for the establishment of a Federal Court, which was set up in 1937. 

 

 

• Comments on the Act 

o Jawahar Lal Nehru: We are provided with a car, all brakes and no engine 

o Jinnah: Thoroughly rotten, fundamentally bad and totally unacceptable. 
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• Significance of this act 

o It is the foundation stone on which Indian constitution was built upon 

o The Indian government was administered according to this act between 

August 1947 and January 26 1950 (From Independence till new constitution was 

enacted). 

 

1936 

 

• INC 

o Place: Lucknow 

o President: Jawahar Lal Nehru  

o Significance:  

▪ INC adopted socialism as an ideology for socio-economic policies. 

▪ INC released Manifesto for elections which are due in 1937 

 

• All India Kisan Maha Sabha  

o Founded in Lucknow by Swami Sahajananda Saraswati as president and N.G. 

Ranga as the General Secretary. Their main agenda was to fight against Zamindari 

oppression. 

• New GoG: Lord Linlithgow 

 

 

1937 

 

• Provincial Elections (as per GOI Act 1935) 

o After a deliberate debate over whether to participate in 1937 provincial elections. 

INC decided to participate in Elections  

o The Congress contested 716 out of 1161 seats. The Congress won an absolute 

majority in 5 out of 11 provinces and formed governments in 7 provinces. Because 

of this performance, the prestige of the Congress rose. 

o Congress ministries were formed in Bombay, Madras, Central Provinces, Orissa, 

United Provinces, Bihar and later in NWFP and Assam also. 

 

• INC 

o Place: Faizpur 

o President: Jawahar Lal Nehru  

o Significance:  

▪ Held at Faizpur near Jalgaon, this was the first Congress Session in a rural 

area.  

▪ Pandit Nehru said during his presidential address, 'A vaster and more 

pressing problem is that of the peasantry, for India is essentially a land 

of the peasants. In recognition of this fact, and to bring the Congress nearer 

to the peasant masses, we are meeting here today at the village of Faizpur 

and not, as of old, in some great city'. 
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1938 

 

• Congress Ministry Activities 

o Positive Impact  

▪ The ministries were able to control communal riots. 

▪ The morale of the bureaucracy came down. 

▪ Council work helped neutralize many erstwhile hostile elements (landlords, 

etc.). 

▪ People were able to perceive the shape of things to come if independence 

was won. 

▪ Administrative work by Indians further weakened the myth that Indians 

were not fit to rule. 

▪ Congress ministries resigned in October 1939 after the outbreak of the 

Second World War. 

 

o Negative Impact  

▪ Yusuf Maherally, a socialist, was arrested by the Madras Government for 

inflammatory speeches and later released.  

▪ S.S. Batliwala, a socialist, was arrested by the Madras Government for 

seditious speech and given six months' sentence.  

▪ Then, K.M. Munshi, the Bombay Home Minister, used the CID against 

communists and leftists. 

 

• INC 

o Place: Haripura 

o President: Subash Chandra Bose  

o Significance:  

▪ National Planning Committee was Organized to draw a comprehensive 

development of India Industrially. It was forerunner to Indian Planning 

Commission. 

▪ Differences arose between Subash Bose and Gandhi over support to British 

in its World War II efforts and launch of Mass Movement in the lines of 

CDM.  

 

1939 – Gandhiji vs Netaji 

 

• September – 1 – 1939: Germany attacks Poland. WW II starts. 

• Linlithgows Unilateral Decision: 

o Governor-General Lord Linlithgow made a Proclamation of Emergency in India 

due to commencement of the Second World War, thereby assuming control over 

provincial governments. 

 

 

• Resignation of Congress Ministries: 

o Congress ministers resigned protesting Governor-General's unilateral declaration 

of India's participation in World War II, coupled with his non-acceptance of the 
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Congress' pre-conditions for co-operation which included an Indian national 

government at the center and a commitment to India's complete independence after 

the war. 

 

• Day of Deliverance – December – 22 – 1939  

Muslim League celebrated this to mark the resignation of congress ministries. 

 

• INC 

o Place: Tripuri 

o President: Subash Chandra Bose  

o Significance:  

o Presidential Elections were held between Subash Bose and Pattabhi 

Sitaramayya (Gandhi’s Candidate). In which Subash won. Gandhi took 

defeat personal and the strife between them grew further more. 

o As Bose was too ill to preside over some sittings, Maulana Azad conducted 

proceedings on his behalf. However, differences cropped up between Bose 

and a section of the Working Committee and the former resigned from his 

presidentship. 

o Note: After resigning from Presidency Netaji Subash Bose Started a 

political party called All India Forward Bloc, with the objective of 

liberating India from British Rule.  
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1940 – August Offer and Individual Satyagraha 

 

• Pakistan Resolution (March 1940)  

o The 'Pakistan Resolution' was passed at the Lahore session of the Muslim League 

calling for "grouping of all geographically contiguous Muslim majority areas 

(mainly north-western and eastern India) into independent states in which the 

constituent units shall be autonomous and sovereign. 

 

• August Offer 

o With Germany’s success in war. To get Indian support in war efforts viceroy 

announced August Offer with following proposals: 

▪ Dominion status as the objective for India. 

▪ expansion of viceroy's executive council.  

▪ setting up of a constituent assembly after the war.  

▪ No future constitution to be adopted without the consent of minorities. 

o The Congress rejected the August Offer. Nehru said, "Dominion status concept 

is dead as a door nail." Gandhi said that the declaration had widened the gulf 

between the nationalists and the British rulers. 

o The Muslim League welcomed the veto assurance given to the League, and 

reiterated its position that partition was the only solution to the deadlock. 

o Note: For the first time, the inherent right of Indians to frame their constitution was 

recognized and the Congress demand for a constituent assembly was, conceded. 

 

 

• Individual Satyagraha  

o Towards the end of 1940, the Congress once again asked Gandhi to take command. 

Gandhi now began taking steps which would lead to a mass struggle within his 

broad strategic perspective. He decided to initiate a limited satyagraha on an 

individual basis by a few selected individuals in every locality.  

o The demand of the satyagrahi would be the freedom of speech against the war 

through an anti-war declaration. If the Government did not arrest the satyagrahi, he 

or she would not only repeat it but move into villages and start a march towards 

Delhi, thus precipitating a movement which came to be known as the "Delhi Chalo 

Movement".  

o Vinoba Bhave was the first to offer the satyagraha and Nehru, the second. By 

May 1941, 25,000 people had been convicted for individual civil disobedience (Jail 

Bharo Movement). 

 

• INC 

o Place: Ramgarh 

o President: Maulana Abul Kalam Azad  

o Significance:  

11.Towards Freedom (1940 - 1947) 
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▪ The INC declared that nothing short of complete independence is 

acceptable. 

▪ Between 1940 and 1945 no congress sessions were held due to hectic 

political activity and Quit India Movement. During this period Maulana 

Azad acted as president of INC 

 

 

1941 – Bose in Germany 

 

• Cancellation of Individual Satyagraha 

As Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and inching towards the victory over entire South East Asia 

and reaching towards Rangoon. Individual Satyagraha was cancelled to reduce burden on 

Government Machinery and for fear over Japanese aggression. 

 

• Bose’s escape to Germany 

o In 1941 Bose reached Germany to secure Hitler’s support for India’s cause. But he 

was not successful in convincing Hitler regarding Indian Independence. 

o He founded an organization called Indian Legion in Berlin. 

o From Germany he reached to Japan in Submarine. 

 

1942 - Cripps Mission and Quit India 

 

• Cripps Mission 

o To garner support of Indians in War British PM Winston Churchill sent a 

Constitutional Proposal committee headed by Sir Stafford Cripps (A staunch 

supporter of Indian Independence Movement) 

o Its main proposals were: 

▪ Dominion status 

▪ Constituent Assembly – Partly Elected and partly Nominated. 

▪ New Constitution with two exceptions 1. Any province not willing to join 

Union will have a separate constitution 2. Constitution making body will 

decide how to transfer power. 

o Congress Rejected it. Gandhi commented as A post-dated cheque on a crumbling 

bank 

o Muslim League rejected criticizing its idea of Single Indian Union 

o The failure of Cripps Mission is the immediate cause of QIM 

 

 

• Quit India Movement 

o Why Struggle (QIM) Now? 

▪ The failure of Cripps Mission 

▪ Discontent among people because of rising prices of food 

▪ Imminent British collapse in WW II 

▪ The manner in which British evacuated from South East Asia leaving the 

subjects to their fate 



www.orgosias.com                                                                              
 

63 
 

Go to Index 

▪ The leadership wanted to condition the masses for the possible Japanese 

invasion 

o Launch of QIM 

▪ The All India Congress Committee met at Bombay on August – 8 – 1942 

and passed the famous Quit India Resolution to end British rule 

Immediately. 

▪ Gandhi’s famous exhortation: Here is a mantra, a short one, that I give 

you may imprint it on your hearts and let every breath of yours give 

expression to it the mantra is 'Do or Die'. We shall either free India or, die 

in the attempt; we shall not live to see the perpetuation of our slavery. 

▪ Before the congress could start a movement, Government struck hard and 

arrested all Top Leaders in a single sweep. So, the QIM became 

Leaderless. 

▪ QIM is the last movement in freedom struggle which witnessed large scale 

Non – Violence.  

▪ In the end the government succeeded in crushing the movement. The Revolt 

of 1942, as it has been termed, was in fact short-lived. So it reiterates the 

Gandhiji’s wisdom about Mass Movements and its life. 

▪ After the Suppression of the QIM, there was hardly any political activity 

inside the country till the war ended in 1945. 

 

o Significance of QIM 

▪ Parallel Governments were setup at various places to solve the problems 

of people. 

Area Leader Importance 

Ballia Chittu Pandey Got many congress 

leaders released 

Tamluk  Undertook cyclone 

relief works and 

organized Bidyut 

Bahinis 

Satara Y.B Cahvan, Nana 

Patil 

Named ‘Prati Sarkara’ 

organized village 

libraries, Nyayadan 

Mandals and Gandhi 

Marraiges 

 

 

▪ Under Ground Activity was undertaken by the Socialists, Forward Bloc 

members, Gandhi ashramites, revolutionary terrorists and local 

organizations in Bombay, Poona, Satara, Baroda and other parts of Gujarat, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra, UP, Bihar and Delhi. Underground activity was 

carried out by Rammanohar Lohia, Jayaprakash Narayan, Aruna Asaf Ali, 

Usha Sharma, Biju Patnaik, Chhotubhai Puranik, Achyut Patwardhan, 

Sucheta Kripalani and R.P. Goenka. Usha Sharma started an 

underground radio in Bombay. This phase of underground activity was 
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meant to keep up popular morale by continuing to provide a line of 

command and guidance to distribute arms and ammunition. 

▪ Controversial Role of Communist Party: After Russia joined Allied Powers 

in WW II it withdrew support of QIM 

• INA (Indian National Army) 

o On September 1, 1942, the Indian National Army was formed in South-East Asia 

to secure Indian independence with Japanese assistance by Mohan Singh. Subhas 

Chandra Bose became the Commander-in-Chief in June 1943. 

o Subash Bose renamed INA as Azad Hind Fauz (AHF). AHF consists of Four 

regiments. 

▪ Mahatma Regiment – led by Inayat Kiyani 

▪ Nehru Regiment - led by Guru Baksh Dhillon 

▪ Azad Regiment – led by Gulzar Singh 

▪ Jhansi Regiment – led by Lakshmi Sehgal 

▪ Subash Regiment – led by Shah Nawaz Khan 

1943  

• Provisional Government of free India: 

o On October 21, 1943, Subhas Chandra Bose founded the Provisional Government 

of free India – Azad Hind in occupied Singapore. It was recognized by nine world 

powers including Germany, Italy, Japan and Myanmar. It declared war against 

Britain and the U.S.A. 

• Muslim League in Karachi session gave a call to celebrate March 23 as Pakistan Day. 

• New GoG: Lord Wavell 

• Great Famine of 1943 – Calcutta. The Fundamental causes of the famine are 

o The need to feed a vast Army diverted foodstuffs. 

o Rice imports from Burma and South-East Asia had been stopped. 

o The famine got aggravated by gross mismanagement and deliberate profiteering; 

rationing methods were belated and were confined to big cities. 

 

1944 – Rajaji Plan 

• Lord Wavell’s Activities 

o Ardeshir Dalal was inducted into GoG’s executive council. 

o Bombay Plan: Eight Industrialists including Dalal, gave proposals for 

development of India after independence. 

• Rajaji Plan:  C. Rajagopalachari, the veteran Congress leader, prepared a formula for 

Congress-League cooperation. It was a tacit acceptance of the League's demand for 

Pakistan. Gandhi supported the formula. The main points in CR Plan were: 

o Muslim League to endorse Congress demand for independence. 

o League to cooperate with Congress in forming a provisional government at center.  

o After the end of the war, the entire population of Muslim majority areas in the 

North-West and North-East India to decide by a plebiscite, whether or not to form 

a separate sovereign state. 
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o In case of acceptance of partition, agreement to be made jointly for safeguarding 

defense, commerce, communications, etc.  

o The above terms to be operative only if England transferred full powers to India. 

o Jinnah rejected Rajaji plan: with some Objections  

▪ Jinnah wanted the Congress to accept the two-nation theory.  

▪ He wanted only the Muslims of North-West and North-East to vote in the 

plebiscite and not the entire population.  

▪ He also opposed the idea of a common center.  

o While the Congress was ready to cooperate with the League for the independence 

of the Indian Union, the League did not care for independence of the Union. It was 

only interested in a separate nation. 

 

• Kohima Expedition: 

 

o AHF cadres after occupying Burma and Mandalay jail in Rangoon, marched towards 

India and reached Kohima and hoisted Tri color flag there.  

o Bose strengthened the movement by giving a slogan – Delhi Chalo 

o During this occasion the popular statement of Bose is – “Give me Blood I’ll give you 

freedom”. 

1945 – Wavell Plan and INA Trials 

• Desai – Liaqat Pact: Bhulabhai Desai, leader of the Congress Party in the Central 

Legislative Assembly, met Liaqat Ali Khan, deputy leader of the Muslim League in that 

Assembly, and both of them came up with the draft proposal for the formation of an interim 

government at the centre, consisting of—  

o an equal number of persons nominated by the Congress and the League in the 

central legislature. 

o 20% reserved seats for minorities. 

o No settlement could be reached between the Congress and League 

• Wavell Plan 

o To end the political deadlock between INC and Muslim league GoG Wavell 

proposed his plan. The main proposals of the plan were as follows: 

▪ With the exception of the governor-general and the commander-in-chief, 

all members of the executive council were to be Indians.  

▪ Caste Hindus and Muslims were to have equal representation.  

▪ Governor- general was to exercise his veto on the advice of ministers 

• Shimla Conference 

o Convened by Wavell to discuss on Wavell’s plan 

o Jinnah wanted all Muslim representatives to be nominated by Muslim League. To 

which INC president Maulana objected as “If congress can nominate only Hindu 

members then INC will be branded as Caste Hindu Party” 

o So, no outcome came out of it. 

 

• In Britain Labor party came to power with Clement Atlee as new Prime Minister. 

• Changed war fortunes 
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o World Wide: With the dropping of Atom Bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

Japans subsequent surrender. War fortunes tilted towards Allied powers and its 

victory seemed imminent. 

o For India: On August 18 1945, reportedly Subash Bose died mysteriously in an air 

crash at Taipei (Taiwan). This weakened the position of INA and all its cadres were 

arrested by British. 

• General Elections 

o Congress formed ministries in six provinces and Muslim league in Punjab and 

Bengal. By the end of these elections Muslim League emerged as sole 

representative of Muslims. 

• INA Trials 

o To defend the INA cadres against British Trials, a defense council was formed with 

Aruna Asaf Ali, Jawahar Lal Nehru and Tej Bahdur Sapru etc.  

o INA cause was supported by Congress, the Muslim League, Communist Party, 

Unionists, Akalis, Justice Party, Ahrars in Rawalpindi, Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh, Hindu Mahasabha and the Sikh League. 

o Red fort Trials/INA Trials has charged up the political atmosphere and a revolution 

was anticipated at any time.  

 

• Change in British Attitude 

To arrest the emergence of revolution, British authorities assured to Indians that “The 

desire of the British government is Freedom of India and they will constitute the 

Constitution making body immediately.” 

 

1946 – Cabinet Mission 

 

• Feb 18 1946 – Royal Indian Navy Mutiny  

o Naval Ratings of HMIS Talwar went on a strike to protest against 

▪ Racial discrimination (demanding equal pay for Indian and white soldiers)  

▪ Unpalatable food  

▪ Abuse by superior officers  

▪ Arrest of a rating for writing 'Quit India' on HMIS Talwar 

▪ INA trials 

▪ Use of Indian troops in Indonesia, demanding their withdrawal. 

o Soon the mutiny spread to other parts of India like Karachi, Cochin, 

Vishakhapatnam, Calcutta. 

o It has fastened the Britishers to leave India. It revelaed the loss of British hold on 

Indian Army and Navy. 

 

• March 1946 – Cabinet Mission arrives in India  

The Attlee Government announced in February 1946 the decision to send a high-powered 

mission of three British Cabinet members (Pethick Lawrence, Secretary of State for India; 

Stafford Cripps, and A.V. Alexander) to India to find out ways and means for a 

negotiated, peaceful transfer of power to India. 

 

• May 1946 – Cabinet Mission Proposals 
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o It thoroughly rejected the idea of full- fledged PAKISTAN, as it would include a 

large section of Non-Muslim population which is against to the idea of two nation 

theory based on religion. 

o An all India federation will be setup. 

o Provincial Autonomy, with center controlling Defense, communication and 

External Affairs. 

o Grouping of existing provinces into three sections 

o Establishment of Constituent Assembly for drafting constitution 

o Establishment of Interim Government.  

 

• June 1946 – Cabinet Mission Proposals were accepted by both INC and Muslim League 

 

• July 1946 –  

o Elections to Constituent Assembly –  

▪ Indirect Elections at Provincial Legislative assemblies on the basis of 

proportional representation. 

▪ Constituent Assembly was part elected and part Nominated (for Princely 

states) body. 

o Nehru’s loose statement led to withdrawal of Muslim League from Cabinet 

Mission Plan. 

 

• August 1946 – After withdrawing from Cabinet Mission Plan, Muslim League gave a call 

for “Direct Action” from August 16 to achieve Pakistan. Which led to worst communal 

rites – “Great Calcutta Killings” 

 

• September 1946 – Interim Government 

Interim government was formed on September 2, 1946 with Nehru as leader. Muslim 

League stayed away. 

• October 1946 –  

o Muslim League joined Interim government on 26 October 1946. They were 

offered five portfolios. Liaqat Ali was given Finance Ministry.  

o Because of the obstructionist nature of the Muslim League the performance of 

Interim Government was very poor. 

 

• Nov 1946 – INC session. 

J.B Kriplani was president. He was the president of INC during India’s Independence. 

 

• Dec 1946 – First Meeting of Constituent Assembly  

o Dr Sachchidanand Sinha, the oldest member, was elected as the temporary 

President of the Assembly, following the French practice. 

o On December 11, Assembly elected Dr. Rajendra Prasad as its permanent President 

and only two days later Jawaharlal Nehru moved his famous "Objectives 

Resolution" (passed on January 22, 1947) which declared the Assembly's firm and 

solemn resolve that India would be an "Independent Sovereign Republic." It laid 

down the fundamentals and philosophy of the constitutional structure. Its modified 

version forms the preamble of present Constitution.  
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1947 – Mount Baton Plan and Independence 

 

• Feb 1947 – Clement Atlee’s historic announcement 

o Deadline to quit India – June 30, 1948 

o To materialize this objective a new GoG will be appointed  

o Clement Atlee went on to make the momentous declaration: "The present state of 

uncertainty is fraught with danger and cannot be indefinitely prolonged. His 

Majesty's Government wish to make clear that it is their definite intention to take 

necessary steps to effect the transference of power to responsible Indian hands by 

June, 1948." 

• March 1947 – Arrival of New GoG Lord Mount Batton 

Muslim League organized worst communal riots 

• June 1947 – Mountbatten plan 

Its proposals include: 

o Indian Independence along with Partition 

o Boundary demarcation commission under the chairmanship of Sir Radcliff Brown 

o Princely states can join either India or Pakistan 

o He said that any constitution framed by Constituent Assembly cannot apply to those 

parts of the country which are unwilling to accept it. 

o The Legislative Assembly of Sind was to take its own decision at a special meeting.  

o A decision of referendum was provided for in the case of the N.W.F.P. 

o The Muslim-majority district of Sylhet was also to decide by means of a referendum 

as to whether it would join East Bengal or remain in Assam.  

• July 1947 – India Independence Act 

o Mountbatten plan after getting assent from British Parliamnet became India 

Independence Act. 

o The Act provided for the creation of two independent dominions of India and 

Pakistan with effect from August 15, 1947. Each dominion was to have a governor-

general to be responsible for effective operation of the Act. The constituent 

assembly of each new dominion was to exercise the powers of the legislature of 

that dominion. 

 

• August 13, 1947 – Radcliff Award (Indo Pak border) 

• August 14,1947 – Independence of Pakistan 

• August 15, 1947 – Independence of India. 15th of August, 1947 marked the end of the 

British Imperial raj and the beginning of India's independence. 
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12.Revolutionary Nationalism 

 

Causes for the rise of Revolutionary Terrorism  

Government repression and frustration caused by the failure of the leadership to provide a positive 

lead to the people ultimately led to the Revolutionary Terrorism. The youth found all the avenues 

of peaceful protest and political action blocked and out of desperation they fell back upon 

individual heroic action and the cult of the bomb. 

The progress of Revolutionary Nationalism can be discussed in three phases: 

Phase – 1: Before World War I 

Phase – 2: During world war I 

Phase – 3: After World War I 

 

Phase – 1: Before World War I 

 

Chapekar Brothers 

The beginning for revolutionaries had been made in this direction, when in 1897, the chapekar 

brothers assassinated two unpopular British officials at poona.  

Abhinava Bharath 

• A secret society of revolutionaries Formed in 1904 by V.D Savarkar and Ganesh Savarkar 

in Bombay presidency.  

• Involved in killing Lt. Col. Curzon Wiley, political aide to the SoS by Madan Lal Dhingra, 

who was later tried and executed. 

• Nasik Conspiracy Case: Nasik Judge A.M.T Jackson was assassinated by Anant Laxman 

Kanhare in 1909. The investigation into the Jackson assassination revealed the existence 

of the Abhinav Bharat Society and the role of the Savarkar brothers in leading it. Savarkar 

was imprisoned in the Cellular Jail in the Andaman Islands in 1910. 

Anusheelan Samiti 

• Found in 1902 at Calcutta. 

• It was so popular that its Dhaka section alone had 500 branches. 

• Alipore Bomb conspiracy case: Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki threw a bomb at a 

carriage which they believed was occupied by Kingsford, the unpopular judge of 

Muzaffarpur. Prafulla Chaki shot himself dead while Kudiram Bose was tried and hanged. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cellular_Jail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_Islands
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Aurobindo Ghosh was also tried under this case and later released after no evidence was 

found against him. 

• Delhi Conspiracy Case: Rash Behari Bose in 1912 threw a bomb at Viceroy Lord 

Hardinge’s Elephant procession at Delhi. In which no one was harmed. After which Rash 

Bihari Bose escapes to Japan. 

Yugantar 

It was formed in Bengal in the guise of a Fitness club. Its famous members include Aurobindo 

Gosh, Bagah Jatin. 

India House 

Established in London by the patronage of Shyamji Krishna Varma and supported by V.D Savarkar 

and HarDayal. In 1907 they organized golden jubilee celebrations of 1857 revolt, in which 

Savarkar released his book “First war of Independence” 

 

Phase – 2: During World War I 

 

Ghadar Party 

• Indian revolutionaries in the United States of America and Canada had established the 

Ghadar(Rebellion) Party in 1913. Most of the members of the party were Punjabi sikh 

peasants and ex-soldiers who had migrated there in search of livelihood and who faced the 

brunt of racial and economic discrimination.  

• The party was formed around the weekly paper The Ghadar, which carried the caption on 

the masthead: Angrezi Raj ka Dushman (An Enemy of British Rule).  

• The ideology of the party was strongly Secular. In Sohan Singh Bhakana words “We are 

not Sikhs or Punjabis. Our religion was Patriotism.” 

• During World War I, Gadharites decided to send arms and men to India to start an uprising 

with the help of soldiers and local revolutionaries. They fixed 21 February 1915 as the date 

for armed revolt in the Punjab. Unfortunately, authorities came to know of these plans and 

took immediate action. The rebellious regiments were disbanded and their leaders arrested. 

Many of them after their release, founded the kirti and communist movements in the 

Punjab. 

• Some of its prominent leaders: Baba Gurumukh singh, Kartar Singh saraba, sohan singh 

Bhakna. 
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Phase – 3: After World War I 

 

The Sudden suspension of Non-Cooperation Movement shattered the high hopes raised earlier. 

Many young people began to question the basic strategy of the national leadership and its emphasis 

on non – violence and began to look for alternatives in the form of Revolutionary Terrorism. 

 

Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) 

• In 1924 at kanpur Ram Prasad Bismil, Jogesh Chatterjee and Sachindra sanyal founded 

HRA to organize aarmed revolution to overthrow colonial rule and establish in its place a 

Federal Republic of United States of India whose basic principle would be Adult Franchise. 

• Kakori Robbery: To organize a large-scale rebellion requires money. So, on 9 August 

1925, ten men held up the 8 – Down train at Kakori and looted its official railway cash. 

The Government reaction was quick and hard. It arrested a large number of young men and 

tried them in Kakori Conspiracy case. Ashfaqulla Khan, Ramprasad Bismil, Roshan 

Singh and Rajendra Lahiri were hanged, four others were sent to the Andamans. Only 

Chandra Sekhar Azad remained out from government repression. 

 

Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) 

• After Kakori Conspiracy case trials, many young revolutionaries like Bagath Singh, 

Bagwati Charan Vohra, Sukhdev, etc came under the influence of Socialist ideas and in 

1928 formed HSRA under the overall leadership of Chandra Shekhar Azad. 

• Lahore Conspiracy: They also gradually began to move away from individual heroic 

action and act of violence. But Sudden Death of Lala Lajpat Rai in Anti Simon agitations 

enraged the youth and on 17 December 1928, Bhagat Singh, Azad and Rajguru assassinated 

Saunders, the British police officer who had led the lathi charge. 

• Bombing of Central Legislative Assembly: The HSRA leadership now decided to let 

people know about its changed objectives and the need for a revolution by the masses. 

Bhagat Singh and B.K.Dutt were asked to throw a bomb in Assembly against the passage 

of Public Safety Bill and Trade Disputes Bill. The aim was not to kill but ‘to make deaf 

hear’. The objective was to get arrested and to use the court as a forum for propaganda so 

that people would become familiar with their movement and ideology. 

• The government struck hard at the revolutionaries. Many of them were arrested and tried 

in series of cases. Bhagat Singh and a few others were also tried for assassination of 

saunders. Notable outcome here is Congress leaders defended them in court who were 

otherwise notaries of Non-Violence.  

• Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were executed on 23 march 1931. In a letter to the jail 

superintendent written a few days before their execution, the three affirmed: “Very soon, 



www.orgosias.com                                                                              
 

72 
 

Go to Index 

the final battle will begin. Its outcome will be decisive. We took part in the struggle and 

we are proud of having done so”.  

• Chandra Sekhar Azad was also killed in a police encounter in a park in Allahabad, which 

is now named as Azad Park. 

 

Bhagat Singh 

• Born in 1907, nephew of the famous revolutionary Ajit Singh, was a giant of an intellectual. 

A voracious reader, he was well read about revolutionary movements in Russia, Italy and 

Ireland. He always used to carry books in his pockets which he constantly offered to lend 

his comrades. After this arrest he transformed the jail into a veritable university. 

• He was a staunch supporter of socialism which he affirmed in his letters by saying “the 

peasants have to liberate themselves not only from foreign yoke but also from the yoke of 

landlords and capitalists”. 

• He also made it clear that, much before 1930 he and his comrades had abandoned 

terrorism. In his final days he declared: “apparently, I have acted like a terrorist. But I am 

not a terrorist and I never was, except perhaps in the beginning of my revolutionary career. 

And I am convinced that we cannot gain anything through those methods”. 

• He was also fully and consciously secular, which he clearly mentions in his book ‘I am 

an Atheist’. He often said communalism was as big enemy as colonialism and was to be 

as firmly opposed. In 1926 he established Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha, two of its 

main principles were to have nothing to do with communal bodies and to create the spirit 

of general toleration. 

 

Chittagong Revolutionaries 

• In Bengal too revolutionary activities were revived. In April 1930 a well-planned and large-

scale armed raid was organized on the government armory at Chittagong under the 

leadership of SURYA SEN. This was the first of many attacks on unpopular government 

officials.  

• A remarkable aspect of the terrorist movement in Bengal was the participation of young 

women like Beena Das and Kalpana Dutt.  

• The Chittagong Revolutionaries marked a major advance. Thiers was not an individual 

action but a group action aimed at the organs of the colonial state. 

• They were often recognized under the name of Indian Republican Army (IRA) 

 

 


